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Brookhaven, L.l. Waste Shipments 
No Megacuries for Manhattan 

Rebuffed by the courts. New York City (NYC) 
continues to hold the line on keeping irradiated 
fuel off its streets. Forty or more truck shipments 
of the fuel which were originally scheduled to 
travel from Brookhoven Notional Laboratory on 
Long Island. through Queens enroute to a gov
ernment facility in Idaho. in January 1983. ore 
now delayed until the end of 1984. 

In the meantime. the City is pursuing legal 
actions within the federal Deportment of Trans
portation (DOT) to route the shipments by barge 
around NYC. The delay in these highly danger
ous nuclear shipments is a victory for citizens. 
won by tremendous pressure put on Congress 
and the revelation of previously undisclosed 
problems with Brookhoven shipping containers. 

Extortion Money? The delay, won by the 
City through the intervention of New York Con
gressional representatives with the Deportment 
of Energy (DOE). allows the City to complete a 
study on the relative safety of barging nuclear 
fuel around NYC rather than moving it through 
Queens. The proposed shipments would pass 
over the Throgs Neck Bridge into Northern Bronx 
and Westchester County, and over the Toppon 
Zee Bridge. eventually following 1-80 to Idaho. 
THe City has hired the Boston engineering firm, 
Arthur D. Little, Inc. to do the study and has 
agreed to pay Brookhoven for the cost of six 
months storage of the nuclear fuel. what NYC 
Mayor Koch labelled "extortion money." 

Under the federal Hazardous Materials 
Transportation Act (HMTA). a local community 
may request that Ifs ordinance not be pre· 
empted if it con show that the ordinance in
creases safety and is not on unreasonable bur
den on interstate commerce. The AD. Little 
study, which will investigate barging nuclear 
fuel directly to the Savannah River Plant in South 
Carolina. instead of Idaho, Is expected out by 
the end of 1984. The City will then Sllbmif if to 
DOT who must decide if barging is reasonable 
and safer than trucking megocurie amounts 
(each shipment would contain four times the 
long-lived radioactive released by the Hiroshi
ma bomb) through NYC. 

Immediately after the NYC ordinance was 
overturned by the U.S. Appeals Court in 1983, 
but before the Supreme Court hod decided not 
to hear NYC's appeal. Brookhoven began 
planning in earnest for the nuclear shipments to 
begin March 1984. The Laboratory intented to 
once again use their 20-yeor old shipping 
casks. In public, Brookhoven and DOE officials 
put on a confident show about the safety of the 
casks. but "behind the scenes" correspon
dence recently obtained by Lindsoy Audin. 
NYC engineer and longtime transportation ac
tivist, tells a different story. 

• In on interview this spring with Warren Lie· 
bold on radio station WBAI. in New York City, Mr. 
Schweller. DOE area manager at Brookhoven. 
called the cask "leak proof." Yet in a letter to 
Mr. Schweller doted January 9, 1984, informed 
him that the cask was out of compliance be· 
cause of faulty seals. When the cask was pres
surized to 20 pounds per square inch. the air 
leaked out in less than one minute. 

• While Brookhoven's public relations office 
babbled about casks surviving train wrecks of 
80 m.p.h. they neglected to inform the public 
and news media about the serious safety ques
tions raised by the Nuclear Regulatory Commis
sion regarding the cask. DOE even acknow
ledged. in internal correspondence. that these 
concerns were valid. As a result of the numer· 
ous safety questions. the NRC withheld certifico· 

Kick and Roll? This is how Chem-Nucleor used to get rid of nuclear waste shipped to the Born
well dump from all across the U.S. Now the barrels ore neatly stocked in the trenches to 
decrease the slumooqe of the trench covers. ·see story page 4. 

lion of the casks. Brookhoven now intends to 
use a newly certified cask. 

• Brookhoven misled the public by stating 
that the fuel hod to go to Idaho by truck be
cause the pool at the Savannah River Plant was • 
full. Barges c annot travel the entire route to Ida
ho. Internal correspondence shows that is was 
DOE's choice to send the fuel to Idaho. to satisfy 
their own "program needs." 

• Brookhoven's public relations office has 
pointed a smokescreen of confusion regarding 
the weapons connection. Brookhoven denies 
that the uranium in the irradiated fuel will be 
used in the Savannah River reactors to produce 
pluto11ium and tritium for nuclear warheads. 
Yet. Congressional testimony by high-ranking 
DOE officials state otherwise. New York peace 

g roups hove begun to work on this aspect of 
the shipments. 

200 Communities How New York City and its 
transportation ban fore in this showdown with 
federal agencies is being carefully monitored 
by the more 200 communities that followed the 
City's lead in adopting transportation safety or
dinances. Prior to 1976. when the NYC ban on 
irradiated fuel shipments first went into effect. 
Brookhoven annually sent ten truckloads of 
nuclear fuel up 3rd Ave in Manhattan (what 
Fred Shopiro. author of Rodwoste called the 
"Bioomingdole's Route.") After the ordinance. 
shipments through NYC stopped. Over 200 lo
c a lities. encouraged by NYC "chutzpoh" (trans
lation: nerve). passed similar ordinances. 

continued on page 7 
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Renovo, Pa. Slated 
for Nuke Waste Site 

Nuclear Submarine Hits Waste Barrels 
Poseidon is Contaminated 

Renovo. Penn., a small town i.n Clinton 
County. North Central Pennsylvania. is being 
eyed by Westinghouse for a waste "facility" Lo
cal realty interests are strongly behind the 
waste "facility" as a way to bring business to 
this rural community. 

In on incident sure to discount former En
vironmental Protection Agency director Ann 
Gorsuch Burford's recent claim that ocean 
dumping of radioactive waste should resume 
since it is truly safe. the USS. Sam Rayburn collid
ed with radioactive waste barrels in the North 
Atlantic Ocean. contaminating the outside of 
the nuclear powered submarine. 

The Waste Paper discovered the accident 
through the Scottish Campaign to Resist the 
Atomic Menace (SCRAM) Journal. The entire in
cident has been kept quite a secret. Only 
through the probing of the New Statesman, a 
British weekly magazine. has some of the details 
of the mishap been made public. 

The Poseidon submarine, which carries 16 
missiles, ran into the underwater waste 1SO 
miles from shore in September 1983. Abnormal
ly high levels of radiation were coming from the 
submarine. Fearing there hod been damage to 
the ship, it waited in seabed for three days until 
support arrived. 

Navy divers discovered the sub had no 
damage but that the barrels around the ship 
were leaking. At the Holy Loch dock, on the 
southwest corner of England near the English 
Channel, the USS. Sam Rayburn was decon
taminated . Point and barnacles were 
scrapped off while water was sprayed over the 
hull to prevent radioactivity from becoming air
borne. The work took nearly a month and the 
National Press did not carry the story until April 
1984. 

If is interesting to note that the England's 
low-level radioactive waste dump in the ocean 
is SOO miles from Lands End. But the Poseidon 
sub rammed the waste barrels only 17S miles 
from the shore. Did the barrels drift 300 miles? 
Did the dumpers unload the barrels closer to 
land than permitted? The New Statesman has 
also reported that the US Navy may have 
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dumped highly radioactive resins overboard 
and a report prepared by the U.S. Fund for 
Constitutional Government confirmed that in at 
least two incidents "the resin hod been swept 
onto the sub's hull. contaminating paint and 
marine debris." 

This incident makes clear the need for on in
ternational ban on ocean dumping of radioac
tive waste. Only a few countries still practice this 
horrendous policy. Since the U.S. moratorium on 
ocean dumping expires next year. citizens 
should make Congress aware of the opposition 
to any reinstating of this post practice. 

Special thanks to SCRAM for providing the 
information. 

New Pa. Law Taxes 
Waste Shippers ___ ...;..._ 

The Radiation Protection Act. passed by the 
General Assembly of Pennsylvania and recently 
signed into law by Governor Richard Thorn
burgh. has for-reaching provisions on the 
nuclear waste transport front. The low taxes 
nuclear waste shippers. and the money goes 
into the Radiation Transportation Emergency 
Response fund. to be used to train and equip 
state and local agencies and volunteer organi
zations according to a transportation emergen
cy response plan. 

Waste haulers must pay S 1.000 per ship
ment in advance and must also pay for escort 
services by the State Police. The charges for es
cort services. which con be adjusted for infla
tion. ore S20 per hour per officer (S2S per hour 
per officer for rail shipments) and so• per mile 
for highway shipments. According to the act, all 
shipments of irradiated fuel through Pennsylva
nia must be escorted by the State Police. 

Diane D'Arrigo, former staffer of the Radi
oactive Waste Campaign. testified before the 
Pennsylvania General Assembly in support of 
these transportation provisions. which were in
troduced by Assembly representatives from 
Erie, Dombrowski and Coppabionco. 

For a copy of the Pennsylvania Radiation 
Protection Act, send S2 to the Radioactive 
Waste Campaign, 78 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo, 
New York 14201 . 

Westinghouse has paid at least two visits to 
this community of 2.000 residents. The County 
Council of Local Governments has endorsed 
the Westinghouse plan which calls for packing 
"low-level" waste into hexagonal concrete con
tainers, buried in unlined trenches. The waste 
facility would accept a potporrl of "low-level" 
waste materials including short-lived hospital 
and research wastes and highly radioactive 
and long-lived reactor wastes. Renovo is not lo
cated on on lnterstole. but it is only 12S miles 
from Pennsylvania Power and Light's Berwick 
reactor. 

Though Governor Richard Thornburgh re
cently announced (June 29) that Pennsylvania 
will unite with West Virginia and handle its own 
waste rather than join the Northeast Compact. 
it is unclear how the Renovo scheme fits in with 
the Governor's plans. Westinghouse has kept 
the Governor's office apprised of Renovo de
velopments. Pennsylvania does not have a 
state siting law for "low-level" waste facilities. so 
it is unclear who. other than the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission and Clinton CountY. 
must approve the plans. For further information, 
contact Rob Fisher, 717/748-7648. 

• 
ADULTS 

Prescott, Wisconsin Ted Miner of the Badger 
Energy Alliance testified against the pro

posed high-level radioactive waste shipments 
scheduled to move from the Monticello reactor 
in Minnesota to the Morris storage pool, outside 
of Chicago. Illinois. Over 100 people from this 
rural area turned out to oppose the shipments. 

Will Fontle 

Disaster on the Tracks? 
Northern States Power Co. Plans Waste Shipments to Illinois 

Northern States Power Company (NSPC) of 
Minnesota plans to ship 1058 irradiated fuel 
rods from its Monlicello reactor to General Elec· 
tric's Morris, Illinois waste storage pool os early 
as December ~984 

The highly radloacttve waste is schedu ed 
to travel on the Burlington Northerl" tracks, foi
IOWtng !he MtSSISS ppt River before turn1ng east 
toward Jllinots The sh1p'""ents would move nght 
through the Tw1n Ctfies ot M1nneopohs and SI 
Paul. Minnesota 

The conta1ners which hold the dangerous 
material. called casks, weigh 67 tons and t:love 
not been designed or phys1colly tested to wilh· 
stand an accident Many orgonizohons lnclud· 
ing the Sierra Club. the Mtnnesoto Public 
Interest Research Foundahol" and the Northern 
Sun Alh0'1Ce a·e collng 'or the waste to rematn 
on stte unit a waste repo<> tory IS ovotloble 
Stnce the Mor'IS f.Jel pool •s only temporary 
forage these t el •ods w 11 '""ove ogom to o ft 

not repository probably in another 1S years or 
so 

Within the last year. the Morris facility has 
become o revolving door for irradiated fuel lr· 
radtoled fuel has returned to the Point Beach 
reactors tn Wesconstn frorT' Morns. whtle Ire 
projected shtpments from !ne Mont1cello 011d 
Coope· Stot on reactors take thetf place S1nce 
this game of nuclear fuel mustcol cho1rs en 
c~eases the shepptrg mileage and the poss1b1li 
ty of on occtdent. enwonmental groups and 
emergency prepordedness offtctals ore show
ing increasing concer11. Since the Monticello 
pool w1ll not be full until 1990. communities and 
state officials ore quesltoning the need tor the 
shipments 

For rrore tnformohon on the problems wtlh 
shipp·ng casks order · Sh1ppmg Ca-:ks Are 
They Safe?' 'or S 1 each 25 or more 20 ooch 
trom the Compo1gn at 78 El-rnwood Ave Buffo 
lo 1\.ew York 1420~ 
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South Dakota Still Fighting 
Coalition Gears Up For Nuclear Waste Referendum Compact Soft Sell 

in New Jersey The South Dakota Nuclear Waste Vote Coo· 
lition has been successful in collecting 24.000 
signatures for a referendum on low-level rodi· 
ooctive waste. When South Dakota voters go to 
their polling places this November. they will . 
vote on whether or not stotewlde voter ap
proval will be required on the questions of low
level radioactive waste disposal and joining a 
compact. 

As reported in the Waste Paper (Volume 5 
No.4) South Dakota only p roduces 35 cubic feet 
of radioactive waste per year. but Chem· 
Nuclear is eyeing a site in Edgemont for a new 
waste dump. Edgemonl. a tiny town of 1.300 in 
the southwest corner of the state. was once host 
of a uranium mill. Now. with the cessation of 
uranium mining in the area. Edgemont Is look· 
ing for a new economic base. Enter Chem· 
Nuclear. also looking for more business be· 
cause their Bornwell. S.C. nuclear dump will 
close in 1992 according to the Southeast com
pact agreement. 

The Docotoh Chapter of the Sierra Club 
along with lobor unions. formers. the League of 
Women Voters. the Block Hills Alliance. religious 
groups and many others make up the coalition. 

According to Jlm Moclnnes. choir of the 
Docotoh Chapter. Chem-Nucleor's public relo· 
lions campaign helped the petition drive for the 
referendum. The company sponsored TV pro· 
grams. newspaper supplements and " indepen
dent" economic studies. A television program 
led to a Fairness Doctrine challenge. resulting in 
the broadcast of 85 thirty-second announce· 
ments supporting the Nuclear Waste Vote Coo· 
l i t io n's in i tiative . The intensity of the 
confrontation has increased ... Chem-Nucleor 
is now planning a $600.000 "public education" 
campaign to defeat the November 
referendum. 

The South Dakota controversy will hove no
tional implications since Chem·Nucleor sees the 
Edgemont site os possibly a Midwest or notional 
burial ground for low-level radioactive waste 
generated mostly by nuclear power plants but 
also from medical and research institutions. 
There hove been wire stories across the U.S. 
about this issue and a Life magazine story with 
a photo of the Edgemont mayor with a piece of 
uranium in his mouth. Still. the struggle goes on 
tor the Nuclear Waste Voter Coalition. 

Snake oil salesmen, who were old time hus
tlers of elixirs to cure what oils you. would travel 
from town to town in the old West. selling their 
potions out of the back of wagons. Arthritis? 
Back Pains? You name If. snake oil could cure 
it. lt was on obvious seam. much before the 
days of the Food and Drug Administration. The 
stuff didn't help or hurt anyone. except for the 
few cents lost. By the time you realized you'd 
been token. the snake oil salesman was long 
gone. 

The Northeast Compact is being sold this 
some way in New Jersey. The "compact" Is on 
agreement among four states in the Northeast 
(New Jersey. Delaware. Maryland and Connec
ticut) to locate a common waste facility for the 
region. The site would handle radioactive 
waste from hospitals. research institutions. and 
industry. including utilities. laking IQ what is 
co!led " low·level" waste. 

Northeastern Pa. Community Wins 
No Nuclear Waste Incinerator in Freeland 

But. you con ask. what will happen to rodl· 
ooctive waste from Manhattan Project sites 
such os Woyne. Moywood and Middlesex. New 
Jersey; Lewlston and Colonie. N.Y. and Canons· 
burg. Penn.? According to federal and waste 
compact definitions. these uranium residues 
from building the first atomic bomb. ore not 
considered " low-level" waste and would be ex
cluded from the compact waste facility. 

Citizens in northeastern Pennsylvania hove 
beaten back a proposed radioactive waste in· 
cinerotor and collection operation in Freelond. 
about 10 miles from the Intersection of Routes 
80 and 81 In the Township of Foster. 

Radiation SeNices Organization (RSO) of 
Maryland applied for a zoning permit to use 46 
acres of a site now housing a metal recycling 
plant. to store radioactive waste which would 
hove come from industry, medical and 
research institutions throughout the East. 

Local groups like the Susquehonno Alii· 
onc e. the Northside Civic League of Freelond 
a nd Greater Hozelton Area 924 Citizens Com· 
mittee led the community to victory. Many area 
residents hod already been active in opposiJ')g 
the Susquehonno nuclear power p lant and a 
toxic chemica l dump. marked for Superfund 
clean-up The area is rich in wildl if~ a nd wilder
ness and surrounding communities joined the 
Freelond c itizens in stopping the nuclea r waste 
firm from setting up shop there 

Shipments Rerouted 
from Unstable Bridge 

Fiendishly radioactive waste currently being 
shipped from West Volley, New York to Two 
Rivers. Wisconstn and Morns. Illinois has been 
rerouted due to the deterioration of a 16-foot 
high bndge in the rural town of Gowondo. N.Y 

The New York Sta te Deportment of Tra nspor
tation (DOT) cla ims that the bridge was inspect· 
ed p rior to the shipments beginning in October. 
1983. But a private consultant recently recom
mended that the DOT put a 5-ton weight limit on 
the approximately 16-foot bridge. 

Opponents of nuclear waste shipments 
know that containers holding the irradiated 
fuel. called casks. weigh well over 5 tons. more 
in the range of 20 tons. Could the bridge hove 
deteriorated in less than one year since the 
shipments began or was the DOT's inspection 
slipshod? 

Now other communities in Western New 
York ore at risk from these dangerous nuclear 
waste shipments enroute to the reactors which 
own the fuel. 

Another near d isaster occured lost Decem· 
ber when the cob and the trailer c arrying the 
irradiated fuel separated on the India na Turn· 
ptke on the wa y to Illinois Again, DOT officia ls 
supposedly check every truck before it leaves 
the Wesl Volley site but the problem went un
detected 

In less than two months. the issue was set
tled. Public meetings brought out 300·500 peo
ple and state Senator Rophoel Musto and 
Representatives Thomas Tigue and Corry 
Stevens joined the opposition. 

On May 17.1984 the Foster Township Zoning 
Board denied a permit to RSO otter it was disco
vered that the company did not hove a permit 
to conduct business in Pennsylvania. 

Although RSO will probobly not appeal the 
decision. this may be only the first of many at
tempts to operate incinerators and temporary 
storage sites throughout the country. As the 
Congressional deadline by which new low-level 
radioactive waste sites ore to be operating ap
proaches (January 1. 1986). and with no clear 
answers to this p rob lem in site for many regions. 
waste collection and d isposal companies will 
try to open up shop in rural a reas. The Woste 
Paper encourgoes readers to Inform us about 
low-level waste plans In their a reas 

No matter. Despite this exclusion. offic tols of 
the New Jersey Deportment of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) hove promised citizens a 
thorough clean-up of Manhattan Project sites. 
such os Woyne. N.J .. once the Northeast com· 
poet goes Into effect. With citizen support for 
the four state agreement waning. DEP officials 
ore selling the compact like snake oil. Ques· 
tioned in depth by Woyne citizens at a June 11. 
1984 meeting, DEP scientist Jeonette Eng insist
ed that the compact would resolve Woyne's 
waste problem. Questioned later by Woste 
Poper staff. Ms. Eng backed off stating that the 
" working relationship," developed at compact 
meetings between state officials. would resolve 
the Manhattan Project woste dilemma. "If's logi· 
col. isn't it?," she stated. Logical. yes. but is it le· 
gal? And who's buying? 

Standing Room Only In a rural North Carolina community, citizens come out by the hundreds 
to votce their oppostlfon to o radioactive waste incinerator proposed by Chem·Nucleor Later 
that ntght. the Bloden County Commtssioners passed o resolution ogotnsl the plan See story 

7 cou!IO$Y of tno Foyettevll/11 T•mos. Olck Blour.l 
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Barnwell Leaks __________ __ _ 
South Carolina Nuclear Landfill Headed for Trouble? 

Tritium and cobalt hove been detected 
seeping from the notion's most utilized radioac
tive londfill at Bornwell. S.C. Prior to these find· 
ings. the Bornwell dump hod been praised os 
the stole-of-the-art waste site in the country. sup
posedly operating without the leakage 
problems experienced at closed dumps. 

But in 1982. a United States Geological Sur
vey (USGS) report entitled. "Hydrology of the 
Low-Level Radioactive Solid Waste Burial Site 
and Vicinity Near Barn we//, S.C." (Open File 
Report 82-863) by James Cahill told a different 
tale. 

Below the Waste Paper and its guest 
researcher Noncy Fusco investigated the Born
well dump and the radioactivity migrating from 
it. Citizens con use this article to refute industry 
claims which portray Bornwell os a gleaming 
star in waste management business. 

Bornwell. operated by Chem-Nuclear Sys
tems, is only one of three nuclear dumps still 
open in the U.S .. but it accepts over 80% of the 
notion's so-called "low-level" radioactive 
waste. This waste ranges from highly radioac
tive control rods which ore used to stop a 
nuclear reaction In the reactor core to the less 
contaminated gloves and research test tubes. 
These control rods measure 100.000 rods per 
hour. will be radioactive for hundreds of years 
and would give a person a lethal dose in less 
than one minute. Most waste, on the other 
hand. is radioactive for a few days, a few 
months or a few years. 

Site Borders Savannah River Plant The site 
Is roughly 300 acres and located in the south
west corner of South Carolina. approximately 
40 miles from Augusto. Georgia. The dump 
borders the southeast corner of the Savannah 
River Plant, a military complex which reprocess
es nuclear fuel to be used in making new 
weapons. With on overage rain fall of 46" per 
year. combined with permeable soil, it's no 
wonder that the londfill is leaking . 

There ore 32 trenches at the site. 21 feet 
deep. 50-100 feet wide and 500·1 ,000 feet 
long. That's two to three football fields per 
trench filled with radioactive waste. The geolo
gy of the area is primarily sandy cloy and 
clayey sand. underlined with more sand. The 
USGS revealed sand os a main constituent of 
the soil. a primary pathway for migration. allow
ing radioactive leachote to disperse rapidly. 

Several creeks. a river and about one 
dozen pending areas, called Carolina Boys. 

, surround the site. Some of these boys ore in
creasing in size. The trenches Inevitably fill with 
water which percolates out through the sandy 
bottoms. 

A recent study conducted by the Savannah 
River Plant shows that the Tusco looso Aquifer 
has been contaminated by nuclear activities 
there. Further research needs to determine 
whether the contamination is d we to· leakage 
from the nearby Bornwell dump or the Savan
na h River Plant. Communities in ports of Geor
gia and Florida os well os South Carolina rely 
on the Tuscolooso for their water supply. 

The USGS divides the Bornwell dump into 
four water-bearing zones. The first zone extends 
from the water table to 70 feet below. Zone 2. 
composed of mainly fine sand. is about 100 
feel thick. Zone 3, also composed of sand, is 
between 170 and 350 feet deep. Zone 4 is 
about 650 feet of sediment. 

Trlilum Detected High levels of tritium. a sus
pected carcinogen. have been detected in 
several core drillings. 15 feet below the surface. 
200 feet southwest of the trenches. 

Barnwell, South Carolina this map shows 
the many streams. ponds and creeks 
which surround the Barnwell. South Caroli· 
na nuclear landfill. The inset depicts the 
location of Barnwell County on the border 
of Georgia. The 32 trenches occupy 
about one-half of a square mile on the 
300 acre site. 

Steel pipes driven through the buried waste 
past the bottom of the trenches indicated mil
lions of picoCuries per lifer of tritium and high 
cobalt-60 levels found about 5 feet beneath the 
trench bottom or 27 feet below the land 
surface. 

La teral migration of tritium exist 10 feet 
south of trench 8 in zone 1 below the water ta
ble. Since the survey in 1982. the leachate has 
also been found in zone 2. lt hod previously 
been estimated by the USGS that it would take 
10 years for seepage to reach zone 2, but sand 
pockets hove speeded up the process to eight 
years. Most of the ground water contribution to 
Mory's Branch Creek, comes from zone 2. 

The leochote will reach the creek before it 
reaches zone 3 and then will probably continue 
on to the Lower Three Runs, a nearby stream. 
The Savannah River then will carry the radioac
tivity to the ocean. 

11 is interesting to note that a layer of sand 
placed at the bottom of the trenches before bu· 
rio t is supposed to prevent waste containers 
from resting in standing water. But. in fact. water 
has never collected in the trenches, os at West 
Valley. because the soil is sandy at Bornwell. 
Water. entering through the trench covers. mix· 
es with radioactivity in the trenches, and im
mediately leaks out. In addition. the USGS found 
that tritium migrates upward as well as down
word from the trenches and may enter the at
mosphere by evaporation. 

Another problem. not mentioned in the 
USGS report. involves the settling of trench 
covers. Because waste barrels were initially bu· 
ried in a haphazard way. the older trench 
covers hove shifted ana cracked os barrels rust 
and corrode. The State of South Carolina has 
required Chem-Nucleor to re-contour the 
trenches.' but this maintenance problem. ex
pected to continue indefinotely into the future. 
will be token over by the State after Chem
Nucleor leaves the site in 1992. 

These migration and pending problems at 
Bornwell may well be the beginning of a long 
list of dangers at the londfill. The Waste Pa per 
has profiled many other radioactive londfills 
and not one in regions of overage ra infa ll has 
proven leokless. Communities faced with the 
possible threat of a radioactive lond fill in their 
a rea should order our new fact sheet. " 'Low
Level' Nuclear Waste: Options for Storage." 
which d iscusses alternatives to leaky londfills. 
Write: Sierra Club Radioactive Waste Cam
paign, 78 Elmwood Avenue, Buffalo, New York 
14201. Enclose $1 .00 each; 25 or more. 20• 
each. 

Nancy Fusco. who received her B.S. in biolo-
gy and chemistry from Marymount College, re· 
cently finished an internship with the Audubon 
Society at AUDUBON magazine and Audubon 
Action. She is presently employed as a nature 
educator. <¥18 

DOE Plans More Burial at West Valley 
In our lost issue of the Waste Paper. we brie

fly reported that a major teak of radioactivity 
was discovered from one of two burial grounds 
a t the closed West Volley nuclear waste dump. 
30 miles south of Buffa lo in late November 1983 
Although this type of accident confirms environ
mentalists' objections to londfllllng radioactive 
waste. Westinghouse Corp .. under the encour· 
ogement of the U.S. Deportment of Energy 
(DOE). is planning to bury more of West Volley 

The Waste Paper has found that the migra
tion of plutonium mixed with tributyl phosphate 
and kerosene, is also laced with omericium-
241 . cobolt-60. strontium-90 and iodine -
129. This contamination was discovered 60 feet 
from its burial point by the United State Geologi
cal Survey (USGS) during its final day of yet 
another study to model the geology and hydrol
ogy of the site. it has also been revealed that 
the radioactive liquid has risen to the surface os 
well os moved 6 to 10 feet below the surface. 

No Hazard? At the time of the accident, 
Westinghouse public relations people were 
calling the leak "barely detectable," and " the 

some amount of radioactivity as in a household 
smoke detector." But a ca reful look a t the con
centra tions recently obtained b y the Cam
pa ign are q uite a la rming. Fo r from being 
"barely detectable," the levels of iodine-129 
and strontium-90 were over 800 and 30 times 
respectively, the maximum permissable off-site 
concentration levels, or so-called "safe" levels 
set by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 

The real c lincher is that whatever 
leachate is pumped out of the burial 
ground will be mixed with cement and 
reburied in the same area! 

Amazing os. it may seem. Westinghouse has 
no plans to exhume or completely pump dry 
the source of the leak. one of the 1 ,000 gallon 
tanks which were buried in the 1960's. Though 
only one tank has rusted through so for. all par
ties agree that it is only a short matter of time 
before the remaining tanks. holding a total of 

11 ,000 ga llons of radioactive solvent. rust and 
leak out plutonium and iodine. Plutonium is ex
tremely toxic materia l, on amount the size of a 
gro in of sand. if inhaled, could cause lung 
cancer . Iodine con cause cancer of the 
thyroid. 

Other practices of Nuclear Fuel Services 
(NFS), which operated the reprocessing plant a t 
West Volley. may lead to similar hazards in the 
future. Liquid solvents were routinely buried of· 
ter being mixed in 1.000 gallon tanks with kitty 
litter in on attempt to solid ify these by-products 
of reprocessing irradiated fuel. From 1966-1978, 
550.000 curies of assorted radioac tive debris 
from reprocessing were buried on one acre of 
what used to be prime farmland in Western 
New York. In addition~ highly radioactive rup· 
lured irradiated fuel assemblies from the N
reoctor at Honford. Washington. used in the 
production of nuclear weapons. were encased 
in concrete and buried 50 feet below the sur· 
face at West Volley. 

So, what will Westinghouse do now? Begin
ning May, 1984 (six months after the teak was 

continued on page 7 
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A Utility Seam • • • 
or Why Your Community Needs a Landfill _______________ _ _ _ 

There was a time when utilities just supplied 
electricity, but they're showing inordinate con
cern about your health lately. Have you no
ticed? They're asking questions like, "What will 
happen to cancer patients when hospitals 
can't dispose of "low-level" waste?" Utility slide 
presentations on radioactive waste show labor
atories and children sliding in playgrounds, but 
little talk about nuclear plant waste, and none 
about leaking radioactive landfills at West Val
ley. N.Y .. Maxey Flats. Ky., and Sheffield. Ill. 
What's behind this utility focus on health care? 

A seam is at work - a coverup of the facts 
- reactor wastes are much more radioactive 
and long-lived than medical and research 
wastes, and on average, thousands of times 
more radioactive. lt takes hundreds of years for 
reactor waste to decay to levels considered 
"safe" by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) (though no levels are truly "safe" - each 
exposure to radiatioin increases the probability 
of cancer or a genetic defect). 

At Least 600 Years Reactor "low-level" 
waste comes from contaminated booties. 
gloves, clothing and trash, but the much more 
radioactive source arises from cleaning reactor 
coolant. Reactor water is passed through resins 
in an operation similiar to Culligan hard water 
softeners. Radionuclides such as cesium, co
balt, manganese and iron are filtered out. 
Some of this radioactivity comes from the pin 
holes in the fuel assemblies in the core of the 
reactor; some from the pressure vessel sur
rounding the reactor. About Y3 of the radioac
tivity is due to cesium-137, with a half-life of 30 
years. Half-life is the time for one-half of original 
amount of cesium to decay. As Figure 1 shows. 
at the end of 100 years, this waste still has radi
oactive concentrations 10,000 times greater 
than permissible concentrations set by the NRC. 
After 600 years, reactor resins finally decay to 
"safe" NRC levels. Six hundred years - had the 
reactor resins been produced 150 years before 
Columbus "discovered" America. the resins 
would still be radioactive today and just ap
proaching "safe" NRC levels. 

The question is, who will monitor these so 
called "low-level" wastes for 600 years? Who 
will guard and maintain these landfills? New 
NRC regulations address these questions by re
quiring states to take over these dump sites for 
100 years after operation. Though reactor 
wastes will continue to be extremely radioac
tive for much longer, the NRC regulations make 
no provision for monitoring and maintaining 
these utility wastes after that time. Of course. If 
you were a utility, why not push this waste 
product problem off to the state, and to the dis
tant future? 

The NRC regulations (Title 10, Code of Fed
eral Regulations, Part 61) allow all "low-level" 
waste to be placed Into the same landflll. 
though not necessarily the same trench. Land
fills are the least expensive options for the utili
ties. After 100 years, the radioactive trash from 
medical ana research institutions becomes es-

Brookhaven . . . . . 
continued from page 1 

Clearly troubled by this patchwork quilt of local 
regulation and the threat that the nuclear in
dustry would be brought to a halt. utilities. sup
pliers and shippers pressured DOT to pre·empt 
these local ordinances. 

In February 1981, during the changeover in 
administrations from Carter to Reagan. DOT 
regulation HM-164 was adopted, directing all ir
radiated fuel shipments onto Interstate high
ways and through the heart of densely 
populated cities if no bypasses were available. 
All ordinances which were inconsistent with 
HM-164 were summarily pre-empted. Since all 
land routes from Long Island must go through 
NYC. DOT thereby pre-empted the NYC or
dinance. In March 1981. NYC took federal DOT 
to court. While the U.S. District Court ruled in 

sentially non-radioactive, but the reactor resins 
remain highly radioactive, assuming the cosium 
in the landtill had not already leaked out. 
Rather than place long-lived radioactive waste 
into a leak-prone landfill, a much safer alterna
tive is possible. No landfllls are needed. For ex
ample, dry trash, essentially short-lived 
radionuclides on clothing and paper would be 
placed Into monitored, retreivable above
ground storage bins. Reactor resins, on the 
other hand, would be treated as a high-level 
waste. and sent to a repository when a safe one 
is developed 1000' to 3000.' below the earth's 
surface. After 100 years, the monitoring period 
for the now non-radioactive trash on the earth's 
surface would end. Reactor resins would still be 
radioactive, but it would be deep below 
ground. 

Multiple of NRC " Safe" Level 
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Figure 1. Radioactive concentrations of 
cesium-137 reactor resins as a function of 
time. After 100 years the radioactive con
centrations in reactor resins are still 
100,000 times the NRC "safe" levels. 
At 600 years, the radioactive concentra
tions of reactor resins are just approach
ing the NRC "safe" levels. The NRC " safe" 
level is set at 2 x 1 0 ·s microcuries per mll
liliter. 

Sites Become More Manageable Remov
ing reactors resins from a "low-level" waste fa
cility means that only short-lived radioactive 
trash would be stored above-ground. This me
ans that "low-level" waste facilities would be 
much less dangerous; the problem becomes 
much more manageable. These above-ground 

fovor of NYC. saying DOT's actions were "ar
bitrary and capricious. and an abuse of discre
tion." this decision was overturned on appeal in 
August 1983. setting the stage for the present 
octions. Over eight years of backlogged waste. 
equivalent to over 40 shipments, are in the 
cards for citizens along the 2500 mile route to 
Idaho. 
WHAT TO DO: 

• Donald Manes, Queens Borough Presi
dent has scheduled public hearings for Sep
tember. Call his office at 212/520-3078 tor 
details. Plan to come and make a statement. 
Bring your friends and neighbors. 

• Write the Sierra Club Radioactive Waste 
Campaign at 228 East 45th Street. New York 
10017. for a copy of a fact sheet on the Brook-

storage facilities could be located at reactors, 
or in centralized storage facilities in each state. 
This environmental plan obviates the need for 
regional agreements. or compacts, to locate 
and manage waste facilites that can accomo
date reactor resins. These compacts. strongly 
pushed by the utilities. overturn state laws and 
citizen rights, and are opposed by many public 
interest groups. 

Well. If the idea is better than buttered pop· 
corn, who opposes the plan? Opposition comes 
from the waste generators who are unhappy 
with the increased costs. Above-ground storage 
facilities cost more than landfills, though com
pacting hospital and research wastes into a 
small volume will reduce this cost penalty. Utili
ties are unhappy about paying the additional 
cost of space In a federal repository for reactor 
resins. But since the volume of resins is small -
less than 6%. but heavily concentrated, the in
creased waste disposal costs to utilities will be 
miniscule and will be essentially invisible com
pared to the cost of running a nuclear reactor. 

No Landfllls Needed To the states who must 
monitor these waste facilities. the choice be· 
tween leak-prone landfills and monitored. 
retrievable above-ground storage facilities is 
obviou~. Continually repairing and maintaining 
a landfill can be very expensive. New York 
State is saddled with the prospects of pumping 
dry and treating trench water for the indefinate 
future. The trench covers at the three closed 
landfllls, Maxey Flats, Ky., Sheffield, Ill. and West 
Valley, N.Y .• must be recontoured and seeded, 
whenever erosion and settling create cracks 
and holes on the earthen trench covers. The 
State of Illinois has sued U.S. Ecology for S97 mil
lion. and is requiring the company to maintain 
Sheffield waste dump for the indefinate future. 

Pierce through this utility seam. in which they 
use the medical community to force open leak
prone landfills. If utilities are showing this un
common concern about your health, they can 
stop raising rates to pay for expensive nuclear 
plants. Or, If they want to make a genuine con
tribution to resolving the "low-level" waste 
problem, they can store medical wastes in 
above-ground storage bins at the reactor sites. 
Make that suggestion, and then you'll see the 
excuses fly. 
What to Do: 

• Order the fact sheet, "Options for Stor
age, " which lays out an environmental 
plan for managing "low-level" wastes. 
Send $f.OO to the Buffalo office. 

• Press state officials to change the defini
tion of what " low-level" wastes are ac
ceptable at state storage facilities. Make 
sure that only wastes whose hazardous 
life Is less than the monitoring time of the 
fac ility are accepted. This means that the 
definition of " low-level" waste must b e 
sharpened to distinguished between re
actor resins and research and med ical 
wastes. 

haven shipments. If you would like to work with 
the Sierra Club to mobilize for these hearings. 
send your name and phone number to Marvin 
Resnikoff. at the above address. 

• Urge your Congressional Representative 
to oppose these shipments and to support the 
Weiss Bill. HR. 4297 , which rewrites the 
Hazardous Materials Transportation Act. If 
places the burden on DOT to prove that an or
dinance is an unreasonable burden on inter
state commerce and does not increase the 
public safety. before the ordinance can be 
overturned. 

• If you'd like to work on the weapons con
nection of the Brookhaven shipments, call Tom 
DeLucca at NYC Mobilization for Survival. 
212/673-1808. ~ 



Resources 

Citizens' Nuclear 
Waste Manual 

The Citizens' Nuclear Waste Manual written 
by Laura Worby for the Nuclear Information 
Resource Service (NIRS) is a most comprehen· 
sive compilation of information for communities 
surrounding proposed high-level radioactive 
waste repositories. 

If is a must if you live in Texas, Louisiana, Mis· 
sissippi. Washington. Minnesota. Michigan. 
Utah or Vermont. The binder, thick with 
documentation. provides citizens with plenty of 
data from technical problems with geological 
formations to community organizing. Each of 
the seven sections provides the reader with 
references as well as national and local en
vironmental organizations working on radioac· 
live waste issues. 

If you don't understand the structure of the 
Department of Energy, if you want to know the 
licensing procedures for choosing a waste site 
or if you want to learn about media access, 
order the Citizens' Nuclear Waste Manual from 
Nuclear Information Resource Service at 1346 
Connecticut Ave. NW 4th Floor. Washington. 
D.C. 20036 for $20.00. 

T -shirt Sale! 
Buy one, 
take $2 off 
the second one. 

If's our end of the summer exclusive sale for 
Waste Paper readers and subscribers. If you 
buy one f·shlrt before October 1 at our regular 
price, $6.95 for adults, $5.50 for kids, we'll take 
$2 off the second shirt and each shirt 
thereafter. 
Our Hone's 100% white cotton shirts with an ex· 
traordlnary 4·color design are comfortable, 
hand silk-screened and made with non-toxic 
dyes. They won't shrink or run. Great gifts for 
runners or activists! Statement reads " You 
Can't Run From Radioac tive Waste." Please 
add ss• postage per shirt (NY residents add 
7% sales tax). Send orders to: Sierra Club Radi· 
oactive Waste Campaign, 78 Elmwood 
Avenue, Buffalo, New York 14201. Sizes S 
(32·34), M (34·36), L (38-40),Xl (42·44). Kids 4·6, 
8·1 0 12·14. Order Now! photo by Clyde Munz 
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A Citizens' Guide to Lobbying 
by Marc Cap/an 
$6.95 paperback, 208 pp. 
Red Dembner Books, 1983 

A Citizens' Guide to Lobbying by Marc 
Caplan. prefaced by Ralph Nader. is an up· 
beat. positive "how-to" book on working in the 
public interest movement. Caplan. who spent 
six years as the Director of the Connecticut 
Citizen Action Group. has many anecdotes of 
victories. losses and compromises within the 
Connecticut General Assembly to tell to his 
readers. 

There are chapters on organizing, gaining 
access to the press. on legislative committees. 
public hearings, lobbying and whatever else 
you need to understand the state legislative 
process and work successfully within it. Even for 
the seasoned activist. it is a refreshing reminder 
of the basic "do's and don't's" that we some
times forget. Written in plain, clear language. A 
Citizen's Guide to Lobbying is available from 
Red Dembner Enterprises Corp .. 1841 Broad· 
way. New York. New York 10023 for $6.95. 

The utility company In your area wants to ship Irradiated fuel from a nearby 
nuclear power plant through your nelghborhood. 

State legislators are ready to endorse siting a "low-level" nuclear waste 
dump just five miles from your farm. 

Although the old, worn out nuclear reactor 50 miles from your home has 
been permanently shut down, the utility has not yet announced its plan to 
decommission the plant. As a ratepayer and concerned citizen, you want to 
know the future plans. 

What do you do? Start by having the facts. The Sierra Club Radioactive Waste Campaign's three 
new slide shows can help. They are great to show your study group, local fireftghters, state legis· 
lators, church groups and schools. Order one today! 

• Hidden Legacy: A profile of "low-level'' nuclear waste dumps. Discusses problems at past 
dumps and alternatives to burial of waste. 

• Decommissioning Nuclear Reactors: A problem tor centuries. Case in point, Indian Point 
I, which has been shut down since 1973. 

• Critical Choices: The storage and transport of nuclear waste. Discusses hazards of transport 
and alternative storage methods for Irradiated fuel. 

All programs available from the Radioactive Waste Campaign, 78 Elmwood Avenue, Buffalo. New 
York 14201, (716) 884-1000. Programs each have 80 slides and come with taped. automated 
script and typewritten script. 
$20 per week rental for public interest groups. $30 for government and industry. 
$65 for purchase for public interest groups, $100 for government and industry. 

Postcards! 

We now have 4-color glossy "You Can't Run 
From Radioactive Waste" posta rds available 
at 2 for 2s•. Bulk o rders of 25 or more are s• 
each for public interest groups and 1 o• each 
for commercial resale. Send them to your 
friends! Plenty of space to write. Order from 
the Sierra Club Radioactive Waste Campaign 
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Nuclear Truck Overturns in Virginia __________ _ 

Crazy as it sounds. the first nuclear truck ac· 
cident of the year took place in Cuckoo - Cue· 
koo. Virginia . that is. On June 29. 1984 at 6:15 
in the morning. a flat bed tra iler ca rrying seven 
new pressurized water reactor (PWR) fuel a s· 
semblies ran off a narrow two-lane country road 
in Louisa County. turning over in a cornfield . The 
driver was slig htly injured . but no radiation 
released. The fresh. slightly radioactive fuel was 
being shipped by Westing house Corporation to 
the North Anna reactor operated by Virginia 
Electric Power Corporation (VEPCO). 

The accident has fueled the controversy re
garding proposed shipments of irradiated nu· 
c lear fuel from VEPCO's Surry to North Anna 
reactors. Irradiated fuel. fuel that has been in 
the reactor. is millions of times more radioactive 
than the fresh fuel involved in the accident. and 
is shipped in heavy. lead-lined containers. one 
to a truck. The Louisa County citizens group. 
Concerned Citizens of Louisa. which opposes 
the Surry to North Anna shipments. has called 
for a full-scale investigation of the Cuckoo truck 
accident. 

According to Jerry Rosenthal. head of the 
group. "This accident points out the risk in
volved in the transportation of any kind of 
nuclear fuel. Just because no one was hurt. it 
shouldn't give us a false sense of security." The 
group has proposed Instead that the Surry ir· 
radiated fuel remain in dry storage oo the utility 
property until a permanent disposal site is 

The cause of the truck accident is still under 
investigation. Apparently. the driver of the truck. 
owned by C & H Transportation Co. of Dallas. 

Texas. attempted to avoid an accident with an 
oncoming car driving on the canter line of US 
522 by pulling onto the shoulder. According to 
Doris McCray. who saw the accident from her 
kitchen window. " lt all just happened in slow 
motion. The truck eased over to the side of the 
road and slowly turned over in the cornfield . 1t 
d idn't make much noise." 

Va. Virginia Electric Power Co. em· 
attempt to turn a nuclear fuel truck 

over onto its wheels. The driver was slightly 
ured in the accident and some of Doris 

COrn WOS lOSt. courtesy of the Central VIrginian 

Despite the fact that two VEPCO officials 
were coincidentally following the trucl when 
the accident took place. and the North Anna 
reactor was only five miles away. it was two 
hours before VEPCO checked for radioactivity. 
Three hours later the State Health Department's 

Bureau of Radiological Health came on the 
scene. The official in charge of the Richmond 
office of the Department of Transportation ex
pressed little interest in the accident. "Just, 
about anybody can carry unused fuel assem
b lies who can operate a truck... Wllliam 
Savage. agent in charge stated. 

This accident comes at a key time in the 
tra nsportation ba ttle of this rura l Virginia 
county. VEPCO had requested tha t US 522 be 
designated the preferred shipping route be· 
tween Surry and North Anna reactors. Earlier this 
year. the State Department of Health rejected 
this request. citing the narrow shoulders and 
tight turns. The State Health Department chose 
instead a longer route through neighboring 
Spotsylvania County. setting off a battle be
tween the two counties. Spotsylvania has for
mally asked for a reconsideration of the Hea lth 
Department decision. 

On April 26. Louisa County and VEPCO 
signed an agreement allowing VEPCO to ship 
limited quantities of irradiated fuel from the Sur· 
ry reactor. This is the first reactor to fu!ly com· 
pact its full pool and exhaust its storage 
capacity. VEPCO agreed to vigorously pursue 
licensing of dry storage at Surry. However. Con
cerned Citizens of Louisa attacked the agree· 
ment because it could really allow an unlimited 
number of shipments. About 500 irradiated fuel 
shipments through Louisa County had been 
planned by VEPCO over the next five years. As 
a result of the accident, the Louisa citizens 
g roup will push to have the County Board of Su
pervisors rescind the agreement. A County Su
pervisor called the timing of the accident 
"ironic." ~ 

Will North Carolina Allow A Nuclear Waste Incinerator? 
Rural Bladen Coun~Says ''NO' '~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

About 450 people jammed a Bladen 
Co u nty Comm i ss ioners meeting In 
Elizabethtown. North Carolina recently to pro· 
test a planned radioactive waste incinerator in 
their area. The incinerator would seNe not only 
the southeast but possibly the entire country. 

l.J.S. Ecology. formerly Nuclear Engineering 
Company. of Kentucky has filed for a permit 
from the North Carolina Department of Human 
Resources to operate the incinerator in a rural 
area. 23 miles south of Fayetteville. The compa· 
ny. which changed its name as a public rela· 
lions gimmic. has run several problem-ridden 
radioactive landfills In Kentucky. Illinois. Neva· 
do and Washington state. The State of Illinois 
and U.S. Ecology is currently embroiled in a S97 
million lawsuit over the Sheffield. Illinois dump 
which has severe erosion and off-site migration 
problems. 

At the town meeting. the Bladen County 
Commissioners as well as their neighboring 
County of Robeson Commissioners went on 
record opposing the incinerator. The company 

DOE ..... 
continued from p age 4 

d iscovered) it began pumping out the contami· 
nation 1n depressions and voids between the 
weathered and unweathered fill where the ra· 
dioactive kerosene seems to be gathering In 
addllton. Wesllnghouse wil drill some wells to 
pump out more of the liquid But the real clinch
er is that whatever leachate Is pumped out of 
the burial ground will be mixed wtth cement 
and reburied in the same area By deciding not 
to immediately exhume or pump dr'l the tanks. 
'Neshnghouse is merely conducting band-aid 
remedial action 

Clean-up Means More Burial If you thought 
that was bad the DOE has added insult to inju
ry n July 1984. the Buffalo News reported that 
cesium will be partly rel'l"oved from the 500.000 
gallons of radioactive hquid sill stored at the 
West Valley, and the still conkm•.ncred liourd 

has an option to buy property in Bladen County 
but is also eyeing a site In Wayne County, north 
of Fayetteville. The Bladen County site is favora· 
ble since it Is already zoned for industrial use. 

Bladen County residents are not alone in 
their struggle to protect their health and the en· 
vironment. As the January 1. 1986 deadline 
when ·landfills in South Carolina. Washington 
and Nevada can close their doors to out-of
region waste draws closer. waste generators 
are desperately searching for new ways to get 
rid of their waste. In fact. the Barnwell, S.C. 
dump will close permanently In 1992. Waste 
mongers like U.S. Ecology and Chem-Nuclear 
are looking for sites for new incinerators and 
landfllls. the two most dangerous waste dis
posal methods. to fill this void. 

Unfortunately. North Carolina citizens do not 
have the endorsement of some of their stale 
officials. Governor Hunt's 'Naste Management 
Board as well as the State Department of Hu-

will be mixed with cement and buried as well. 
The project which Is estimated to cost S 1.5 mil
lion and is part of a joint DOE-New York State 
funded project to "clean-up" West Valley could 
begin in 1986. This liquid waste contains mostly 
cesium and is sitting in the top of a huge ca r
bon steel tank Underneath the liquid is radi
oactive sludge mostly strontiul'l" which will be 
made into glass and shipped off to a federal 
repository if and when one ts available. This 1s 
the first time high level liquid rodioacltve waste 
from boJh the comrr:erc1al r'IUclear industry and 
weapons-manufacturing 1.'1111 ever be made into 
a solid form in the United States. 11 is the nuclear 
industry. and the DOE's most cherished experi· 
ment to prove that there is no radioactive waste 
problem in this- country (See "The Experrmenl," 
Vol 3 No. 4, the Waste Paper) 

Citizens throughout !he country ore urged lo 
write to the DOE since federal artd New York 
State tax dollars ore berng used ot West Volley 
In New York wute !o lhe Attorney General os 
well Tell them both that rodtoacl ve lonclfrlls ore 

man Resources support the incinerator and be
lieve it will keep the state from becoming the 
next nuclear waste dump in the southeast. 
When the Barnwell. S.C. landtill closes in 1992. 
North Carolina ranking second behind South 
Carolina in waste generating was expected to 
"host" the next site. 

North Carolina residents are faced with a n 
impossible choice. an incinerator or a landtill -
Airborne radiation versus migration into 
groundwater and onto farmland. Questions still 
remain about where the radioactive ash trom 
the incinerator will be disposed of and whether 
incinerators con be operated without releasing 
radioactivity. One alternative to incineration. 
waste compaction. has also not been explored 
by state officials. Stay tuned for more citizen 
battles to prevent landfills and incinerators from 
cropping up all across the country. 

For more information on storage options of 
radioactive waste. order our new fact sheet. 
"Low-Level' Nuc lear Waste : Options tor 
Storage." for S 1 each; 25 or more 20• ~ 

dangerous and that other options a re a vaila
ble for the radioactive waste produced at West 
Valley. Furthermore. when the DOE and West
fnghouse leave the site sometime in the 1990's. 
New York will be stuck holding the waste bag 
once again. just as when NFS wa lked o ff the site 
in 1981. As more landfilling is permitted. more 
radioacftvity is dispersed Into the atmosphere 
the water and the food chain 

"West Volley area residents have lived 
through 20 years of environr.:nental damage 
frorr. buried waste tn their coli'mun1ty. They 
don't want or need anymore The DOE an,d 
Westinghouse clearly have no concern for pub· 
lie health or the envrronment by choosing to 
bury radioactive waste mixed W 1lh cement jn 
the ground." stated Carol Mongerson of the 
Coalihon on Wesl Valley Nuclear Wastes. 

Write Jomes Tun. U.S Deportment of Energy, 
West Valley Program Office. fvloif Stop NE GTN. 
Woshmgton. DC 20545 or the New York State 
Attorney General Robert Abroms NYS Depart· 
fTlent of Low, fxecut1ve Qff1ce the Capitol. AI· 
bony, New York 12224 ~ 
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Curious about whether pro-nuclear adver
tisements on television and the radio are 
telling the truth about nuclear power and 
nuclear waste? ® 

0 

0 

, 

Interested in learning the facts 
about the hazards of nuclear reac
tors and nuclear waste? 

-o Then subscribe to the Waste Paper, the world's only quarterly on radioactive waste - exclu-
~ -~ sive interviews, investigative research and reporting, citizens' baHies and more! We've got 
u the facts and the figures for you. Only $8 for this important quarterly. 
~ -. 
~ Enclosed is $8 for a year's subscription to the Waste Paper, or $12 for two years . 
... 
0 

~ I want to stop generating nuclear waste. Here is my contribution to the Campaign. 
0 a 

I would like to volunteer time for the Campaign. I can help with research, clerical. pub
lic speaking, writing or visual arts. (Please circle your interest.) 

Clip and mail to: The Sierra Club Radioactive Waste Campaign, 78 Elmwood Avenue, Buffa
lo, New York 14201. 

Name --------------- Phone --------------

Address -------------- State ____ Zip 

---------------------------------------------~--~------------J 
78 Elmwood Avenue 
Buffalo, New York 14201 
716-884-1000 
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