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ENVIRONMENT ISSUES HAVE NO 'CLOUT' 
Since the middle of February 

this year when the Federal 
Government transferred the ad· 
ministration of the environment 
from Science and the Environ· 
ment to Home Affairs and the 
Environment, one Minister has 
come and gone and another, 
Mr. lan Wilson has taken over. 

The portfolio has passed 
through the hands of ten Min· 
isters since the liberal-National 
Country Parties Government 
came to power in 1975. Apart 
from lvor Greenwood - who 
died in office - and Bob 
Ellicott, ·the ministerial ranking 
of environment Ministers has 
never been higher than 20 out 
of 27 or 28. The 'clout' of the 
environment department in the 
Federal bul'eauracy is corres· 
pondingly low. 

Environmental affairs, under 
a series of agreements dating 
back to Kevin Newman's term 
as Minister, 1976· 7, are now, 
in many critical areas, under 
the control of the states. The 
'razor gang's' recommendation 
that the states be given 'respon
sibility for the regulation and 
control of nuclear activities 
in Australia . . . ' is the cui m· 

ination of this process. 
With many of the major 

resources extraction projects 
likely to occur in the conser
vatively governed states of 
Queensland and Western Aus
tralia, the Federal Government's 
transfer of power is not simply 
an application of the 'new 
federalism'. lt contains a real 
policy decision - that the 
mining of Australian minerals 
should take place without any 
critical examination of the 
environmental consequences. 

These events coincide with 
the continued downgrading of 
the environment within the 
federal bureauracy. 

Little is on the parliamentary 
record which would indicate 
Mr Wilson's basic views on 
environmental matters. How
ever, unlike any of his pre
decessors in the portfolio under 
Prime Minister Fraser, he does 
have some background in envir· 
onmentai affairs, having been a 
member of the House of Rep
resentatives Standing Com
mittee on Environment for 
about 28 months from 1974 
to 1977. 

This committee has, on the 

ISRAEL DESTROYS IRAQI 
"RESEARCH" REACTOR 

¥i11e.s VietJ-------------. 

Nine Israeli fighter bombers 
·have annihilated the Osirak 
nuclear plant in Baghdad, a 
plant widely rumoured to be 
working on an Iraqi nuclear 
weapon. 

Israel claimed that the plant 
was aiming to build a nuclear 
bomb for use against Israel, 
and destroyed it before it was 
started up. 

While the act of aggression 
IJ'\USt be condemned, Israel was 
correct in their perception that 
the Iraq reactor was aiming to 
produce nuclear weapons. 
Highly enriched uranium and 
the appropriate technology 
were passed to Iraq by Franc~ 
and Italy, despite "strict safe-

guards". 
Pakistan has obtained the 

nuclear knowhow by a similar 
route, apparently with the 
secret blessing of the French 
Atomic Energy Commission. 

lt is also conceded every
where that Israel possesses 
nuclear weapons, built with 
materials covertly obtained in 
France. 

The proliferation of nuclear 
bombs to the war-torn Middle 
East shows how worthless in
ternational safeguards really are. 
Australia's uranium is exported 
under similar conditions. 

AUSTRALIA 

lt was announced earlier this 
year that Australia was plan-

whole, developed a deservedly 
good reputation for the thor
oughness of its investigations 
and generally progressive recom
mendations, sometimes flying 
in the face of current govern
ment policy. 

Wilson has no previous Minis
terial experience and will have 
to rely heavily on his own 
knowledge or more specific
ally, that of his department. 
In turn, these departmental 
officers need input from the 
public and will possibly become 
more responsive if members of 
the public make their interest 
and concerns known. 

ENVIRONM ENT PROTECTION NEGLIGIBLE 
The single existing major 

piece of Federal environmental 
legislation, the Environment 
Protection (Impact of Propos 
als) Act 1974 has very broad 
terms. They give the Governor 
in Council, acting on the advice 
of the Minister, important power 
in deciding the application of 
the Act. Their discretionary 
power extends to areas such 
as the roles of State and Fed
eral governments in environ· 
mental impact assessment and 
the nature of public inquiries 
into specific projects. 

In the meantime, the effects 
of the Environment Protection 

ning to sell uranium to Egypt, 
another factor in the flash
point Middle East situation. 
Prior to the revolution, Aus
tralia tried to sell uranium to 
Iran. 

The ultimate destination and 
use of Australian uranium can 
never be safeguarded, bec~use 
the agreements depend on 
people keeping their word. 
Nuclear tecl;lnology is an un
forgiving one - only one 
breach or mistake can lead to 
disaster. 

THE BOMBING 
lt was very fortunate that 

the 70Mw reactor had not 
yet started up. If it had been 
bombed when operating nor
mally, enormous amounts of 
radiation could have bathed 
Baghdad, killing thousands of 
people. 

The bombing raises fears 
that nuclear power !:tations 
'may be prime targets in war
time, whether nuclear or con
vention<:~!. A moderate sized 
reactor contains up to one 
thousand times the radioactiv
ity of the Hiroshima bomb, 
making a direct hit on such a 
plant as much a nightmare as 
the holocaust itself. 

Telegraph 9 June 1981 

Act have become almost neglig· 
ible. In 1975-6 the first year of 
the Act's operation, 5000 pro
posals were considered and 55 
Environmental Impact State· 
ments (EIS) were either re
ceived or directed. In 1976-7, 
918 proposals were examined, 
eight EIS released and eight 
directed to be prepared. The 
drastic downward trend has 
continued; in 1978-80, only 
three EIS were released and 
eleven directed. There have 
been only two public inquiries 
under the Act - Ranger uran
ium and Fraser Island sand
mining. 

YELLOWCAKE 
SHIPPED 

COMMITTEE 
TLC Unions involved in 

yellowcake export in Brisbane 
will form a combined committee 
to look at ways of implement
ing ACTU policy on uranium. 

TLC Secretary Fred Whitby 
said the committee would meet 
soon. 

Courier Mail 20 May 1981 

One factor which remains 
constant in the Federal govern· 
ment's attitude towards envir
onmental considerations is its 
resistance to initiatives from the 
Environment division which 
conflict with policies from 
other, more senior Departments 
(and there are 27 of them in
cluding the 'mine at all costs' 
Department of Trade and Re
sources headed by Doug 
Anthony). 

Chain Reaction No. 24 
Winter 1981 

U-PRICE HITS 
ROCK BOTTOM 

The spot price for uranium 
oxide has fallen to $23 Austra
lian dollars per pound, re-· 
f leeting the slack demand for it 
on the world market. 
Financial Review 28 May 1981 

BEN LOMOND BUS 



NUCLEAR POWER 

A session for and against 
nuclear power produced most 
of the standard arguments but 
some new points arose. In 
putting the case against nuclear 
power, Dr. Alan Roberts took 
mainly an economic line, citing 
the fact that 16 nuclear power 
stations had been cancelled in 
the US during 1980. 

This was largely due to poor 
economics. He said some of the 
stations were actually half built 
when cancelled - yet the can· 
cellation was still to save the 
company money. 

The pro·nuclear advocate, 
Dr. Leslie Kemeny, made a host 
of fantastic claims, particularly 
about radiation emissions. His 
low figures for radiation poll
ution of the environment are 
worthless as they were averaged 
for the whole United States -
the people living near Three 
Mile Island for example, can 
draw no comfort. 

ANZAAS- MORE ENERGY THAN EQUITY 

.Between 11-15 May, scientists and other interested people 
met for the annual week of discussion and exchange at Queensland 
University. The ANZAAS Congress theme was ':Energy and 
Equity", but predictably from a group of scientists, the emphasis 
was on technology rather than supplying human needs. Nonethe· 
less some excellent ideas were put forward. Some of the sessions 
relevant to our field are summarised here. 

'Now, tlult's what I call bwLI·in obsolescence 

NUCLEAR WASTE 

Even if all nuclear power was 
abolished now, vast amounts of 
radioactive waste have already 
been created and must be 
isolated as safely as possible. 

Dr. T. Johannsen from 
Sweden said that while Sweden 
had decided not to expand 
nuclear energy it still had to 
dispose of what waste it had. 
lt was examining vitrification. 

The Synroc process, an Aus-

tralian notion, seems to hold 
some hope ·for success. Allev
iating the problem of nuclear 
waste disposal is essential but 
must not be cause for nuclear 
expansion. 

Dr. Johanssen spoke of re
newable energy strategies for 
Sweden. These are based on an 
economic concept of "satiation'' 
i.e. that growth must have an 
upper limit whereupon it ceases. 

URANIUM ENRICHMENT 

Australian Atomic t:nergy 
Commission Chairman Don 
George painted a miraculous 
future, claiming that despite 
the vast oversupply of enriched 
uranium ar the present time, a 
sudden demand would occur at 
around 1990, about when Aus
tralia could export enriched 
uranium if it started a project 
now. 

In rebuttal, Alan Roberts 
pointed out that AAEC pro· 
jections have always proved 
far too optimistic, and sug
gested instead that given the 
downturn in nuclear power 
expansion, Australia would find 
it hard to sell the product. 

Dr. Roberts said that the 
Australian taxpayer would wind 
up subsidising any enrichment 
facility built here, for nowhere 
in the world was uranium en
richment a commercial propos
ition without massive gov
ernment support. 

SOLAR ENERGY 

Several scientists illustrated 
the great potential of solar 
energy. All complained that full 
research was being hampered by 
short-sighted government policy. 

Example was made of the 
U.S. where large parts of the 
cost of solar hot water systems 
are rebated by the government. 

ENERGY, EQUITY AND 
THE THI RD WORLD 

This was the most con· 
structive session of the Con· 
gress. Dr. J. Kalma from the 
Australian Development Assis· 
tance Board showed how large 
scale, centralised energy strateg
ies (l ike nuclear power stations) 
were completely inappropriate 
for the decentralised, village 
economies of most developing 
countries. 

Instead he proposed renew
able, decentralised energy sys
tems, based on crop fuels and 
solar and wind power. lt was 
especially heartening to hear 
Michael Sornare, first Prime 
Minister of Papua New Guinea, 
tell of how such energy strat· 
egies had been set in t rain in 
his country. 

NUCLEAR FUSION 

Charles Watson Munro spoke 
of development being at least 
twenty years away - in fact it 
was yet to be shown that it 
was really possible. 

He said that radiation prob· 
lems would be comparatively 

. slight - an old story - and 
reminded people that all fusion 
(or fission) could do was gener
ate electricity. 

lt was not an answer to the 
"energy crisis" which is basical
ly a transport fuel problem in 
most eyes. 

KAKADU CHANGE RUSHED THROUGH KOONGARRA TALKS OFF 

The Federal Government has 
introduced special legislation to 
change the boundaries of Kak
adu National Park, before a 
Labor/Democrat controlled 
Senate eventuates in July. 

Ordinarily, the boundaries 
can be changed, but 60 days for 
public comment must be allow
ed. Thus it would have been 
August before the change faced 
the Senate, which would certain
ly reject it. 

COMMENT 
So the Government is legis

lating away in dictatorial 
fashion the existence of one of 
the most important natural 
areas in the world, the sacred 
land of its rightful owners. 

The move shows just how 
committed this Government 
is to safeguarding the invest
ments of giant mining firms, 
and how little it feels for hu
man concerns. 

EUROPE 
AGREEMENT 

The Austral ian Government 
will sign yet another safeguards 
agreement, this time a crucial 
one with the European Atomic 
Energy Community. This was 
announced by Mr. Anthony 
and Mr. Street last month. 

The new deal will enable 
Australia to export uranium to 
the European Economic Com
munity. Mr Street claims that 
the deal meets Australian safe
guards, but it only does so be
cause the Government relaxed 
its safeguards on plutonium 
reprocessing late last year. 

For the long time, agreement 
with EEC countries was stalled 
by the fact that Australian 
safeguards, like those of the 
United States and Canada, 
require case by case permission 
for reprocessing and plutonium 
stockpiling. 

Plutonium is the raw material 
for a nuclear bomb. 

Courier Mail 27 May 1981 

GOVT. SIDESTEPS DEMOCRACY Traditional owners of the 
Koongarra uranium deposit in 
the Northern Territory have 
voted to suspend all negoti
ations for a mining agreement 
with Denison Australia Pty. 
Ltd. " immediately". · 
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BEN LOMOND LEAKS 

Queensland} stated that the 
levies of radioactivity in both 
Keelbottom Creek and the 
Burdekin River were much 
below the safe level for drink· 

Once again the claims of the 
nuclear industry to successfully 
contain radioactive waste have 
proved exaggerated. This time 
the incident happened near 
Charters Towers in northern 
Queensland in connection with 
the Ben Lomond mine leased 
by the French company, Mina· 
tome Australia Ltd. 

Radioactive material from a 
pile of uranium ore was washed 
out by heavy monsoonal rains, 
killing grass and contaminating 
Keelbottom Creek, a tributary 
of the Burdekin River, the 
water supply for Charters 
Towers. 

The leak was discovered last 
February but it was not pub· 
licly known until a report was 
published in the National Times 
in May. 

Given the conditions of stor· 
age of the ore, it was inevit· 
able that there would be 
pollution from it. The ore, 
a small stockpile for sampling 
of 3,500 tonnes, is confined 
in a concrete basin lined with 

ing water determined by the 
plastic. The pile is covered with National Health and Medical 
concrete which, because provis· Research Council, which is 
ion has to be made for the 2. 7 picocuries/litre. 
escape of radon gas, is porous. The radiation level in the 
The area is subject to very seepage was 1 00,000 picocuries 
heavy rains in summer but the This was diluted to 7 picocuries 
last season was apparently not in the small creek near the 
one of the wettest. stockpile. In Boghole Creek 

After initial denials the com- which flows into Keelbottom 
pany claimed that 75% of water Creek, the level was 1.5 pie
falling on the stockpile ran ocuries and at two separate 
off. According to the Townsville places in Keel bottom Creek 
Regional Conservation Council, readings were 0.2 arid 0.6 
this means that 200,000 cubic picocuries. 
metres of water ran through Dilution is obviously very 
the ore, forcing its way out important but because of the 
ttirough cracks in the concrete seasonablity of rainfall in the 
covering. area, concentration is also sig· 

Even without the dangers of nificant. When the water level 
radiation, Minatome has admit· drops in the dry season radia
ted the toxicity of the ore by active silt can be expected to 
stating that the grass was killed collect , notably behind the 
by arsenic, iron, lead, sulphate, Charters Towers Weir. 
radon, uranium and radium in The Charters Towers mining 
solution. warden has already recom· 

Although evasive at first, the . mended against granting Mina
Queensland Water Quality Con- tome's request for facilities to 
trot Council, (the official body process the ore on site, thereby 
responsible for monitoring and concentrating its radiation level. 
controlling water pollution in The seepage incident l;las 
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At a two-day meeting at 
Patonga near the uranium pro
ject they also demanded that 
Denison "cease having any con· 
tact with the Aboriginal people 
of the area" said a statement. 
issued in Darwin. 

The traditional owners are 
upset, they say, because the 
Federal Aboriginal Affairs Min
ister, Senator Peter Baume, 
approved a request from Den
ison to alter the boundaries of 
the mining lease without first 
consulting them. 

Koongarra is within stage one 
of the Kakadu National Park. 

The land was successfully 
claimed as traditional Aborig
inal land and the owners leased 
it back to the Australian Gov
ernment to manage as a park. 

The Miner 25 May 1981 

clearly vindicated the wisdom 
of the mining warden's deci· 
si on. 
In full production and with a 
many times greater (two mill· 
ion tonnes) stockpile, pollut· 
ion from the mine will be en
ormous. 
Courier Mail 20 May 1981 
Australian 19 May 1981 

National Times 16-17 May 

Jan McNicol 



.DEMONSTRATIONS BAN AT REACTOR SITE NOBODY WANTS ''MUTSU" 
The Long Island Lighting 

Company is hoping to use the 
courts to outlaw anti-nuclear 
demonstrations at and around 
the construction site at Shore· 
ham, 56 miles east of New 
York City, where it is trying 
to build a nuclear reactor. 

Lilco wants a court order 
or permanent injunction against 
all demonstrations on or near 
the plant property and is asking 
for $2 million in damages 
from members of the SHAD 
Alliance, a loose-knit, decen· 
tral ised New York group that 
has organised protests at Shore
ham. 

Lilco is arguing that private 
property rights supersede the 
First Amendment right to dem· 
onstrate. The Bill of Rights 
doesn't mention utility com· 
panies, Lilco's attorneys claim; 
the citizenry is protected only 
from the government (state, 
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Federal and their agencies) but 
not private enterprise. 

There have been a series of 
anti-nuclear demonstrations 
over the past four years. Six 
hundred and seventeen people 
were arrested on trespass charges 
in 1979. One hundred and 
sixty-eight were arrested last 
year. 

Long Island activists are also 
intervening in Shoreham's oper
ating l icence hearings, present· 
ing anti-Shoreham resolutions 
at stockholders meetings, invest
igating a public takeover of 
Lilco and starting an energy 
co-operative selling oil at whole· 
sale prices (its bumper stickers 
read "Co-op Lilco"). 

Recognising that the demon
strations can sway public opin
ion against the utility - and 
inspire oth'er forms of pro
test - Lilco wants them stopp
ed. Without an injunction, 
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"i'j·p~dict continuing rad~i~it'y~ 
changing to sulphur dioxi d<.' nnd 

simple sooT hy aft<.•rnoon.' 

DUTCH ELECTION 
The recent Dutch election to be the first major theatre of 

has resulted in a parliamentary nuclear war. In a continent 
majority for political parties devastated by two crippling 
opposed to the stationing of world wars and countless others 
NATO nuclear missiles on through history, there is a new 
Dutch soil. fear that they will be in the 

Labor, the Social Democrats frontline again. 
and the more progressive Demo- Especially they ·resent re· 
cratic 66 look likely to form a marks such as those of US 
coalition government. Thus it Secretary of State Haig, sug
seems that Holland will be the gesting America would be pre
first European state to mani· pared to slug it out with Russia 
festly oppose the US nuclear in Europe, and saying "Some 
strategy in Europe. things are more important than 

Feeling has been running peace". 
high in Europe, which threatens Age 30 May 1981 

MORE LEAKS AT TSURUGA 
Japan's Natural Resources 

and Energy Agency has ordered 
the Japan Atomic Power Com
pany to make a full report on 
all cases of radiocative leaks 
from its Tsuruga power station 
following the disclosure last 
Saturday that the company had 
covered up yet another leak. 

The Agency said there are 
now four known instances of 
nuclear waste leakage at the 
station between 10 January 
and 8 March this year. The 
company is accused of trying 
to cover up the cases. 

Agency officials say that 
some of the 278 men involved 
in cleanup operations are feared 
to have received excessive radi
ation exposure despite the-com
pany claiming that only minor 
health problems would result. 

In giving details of the 
four cases the company said: 

*On 10 January 19 people 
were exposed to a maxi· 
mum of 55 millirems of 
radioactivity. 
"Over three days from 19 
January 45 people were 
exposed to a maximum of 92 
millirems a day. 
" Over six days from 24 
January 77 people were 

exposed to a max1mum of 
195 millirems a day. 
*Over sixteen days from 8 
March 138 people were ex
posed to a maximum of 
155 millirems a day. 
Some employees of the 

power station and the sub
contractors doubt the radiation 
exposure figures announced by 
the company. 

They say that all four places 
where leaks occured should 
have registered higher levels 
because they were next to the 
reactor. 

As punishment for failure to 
report the spills, the Ministry 
of International Trade and In
dustry has ordered the shut
down of the reactor for six 
months and the implementation 
of safety measures estimated at 
2.5 billion yen ($A 11 million). 

The Natural Resources and 
Energy AgeRcy is also to con
duct an investigation into an 
accident in 1975 when 13 
tonnes of thick radioactive 
waste leaked exposing 37 work· 
ers to radioactivity exceeding 
1000 millirems - five times 
the permissible level. 

Age 28 May; 
Courier Mail 16 May 1981 · 

however, there is little hope 
that the protests will let up. 

The injunction which Lilco 
wants would prohibit demon
strations on Shorehall1 pro
perty (already illegal) as well as 
on adjacent public proper ty, 
forbid planning such demon
strations and helping others to 
do so. 

Lilco wants to know ex
actly who on Long Island goes 
to anti-nuclear demonstrations, 
who organises them and who 
can or cannot contribute to the 
$2 million damages claim. So 
far, six SHAD members have 
been questioned for about 
twenty hours by lilco attor
neys. The SHAD defendants 
have filed a countersuit against 
Lilco in the Federal court 
charging harassment and in
vasion of privacy. 

Nation 21 March 1981 

In the USA, towns in New 
Jersey, Vermont and New York 
have passed resolutions or 
ordin~nces banning uranium 
mining, milling and exploration. 
In other states, Montana, by 
statewide referendum, has ban
ned uranium mining and mill
ing, Wisconsin has submitted a 
bill to its legislature calling for 
a seven year moratorium on all 
uranium mining and milling, 
and Vir~inia is conducting hear
ings on a bill to study uranium 
mining and milling. 

Chain Reaction No. 24 1981 

Bowing to strong opposition 
from local f ishermen, the Jap
anese Government has given up 
plans to return the disabled 
and unwanted nuclear merchant 
ship Mutsu to its home port in 
Mutsu City. 

Mutsu, built at a cost of 
$US22 million suffered a leak 
in its radioactive shield a week 
after it left Ominato Port in 
Mutsu on its maiden voyage. 
lt drifted for 50 days before 
city residents allowed it to 
return on condition that the 
government find a new port 
within 6 months. However, 
no city in this nuclear-sensitive 
nation would accept the dam
aged ship until Sasebo City 

agreed to take it in for three 
years. Mutsu entered Sasebo 
Harbour in October 1978, 
guarded by four patrol boats. 
The three year limit expires 
this October, and Mutsu, still 
undergoing repairs, could be 
set adrift again unless the 
government finds another port 
willing to give it temporary 
shelter. 

Thr: government has now 
decided a new port may have 
to be built for the ship. News 
reports say it will take 5 years 
and 55 billion yen to con· 
struct a safe port on an isolated 
and windswept area across a 
narrow peninsula from the ship's 
first home port, Mutsu City. 

AFR 14 May 1981 
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RADIATION MAY BE RISKIER: NEW STUDY 
Washington, 15 May - Cancer 

may be caused by much lower 
levels of radiat ion than scient
ists now believe, according to a 
new study of the World War 11 
atomic bomb blasts at Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. 

The study reported in the 
latest 'Science' magazine, says: 
"Some of the most important 
data· on the effects of nuclear 
radiation on humans may be 
wrong. The new findings are 
far from welcome" and "will 
worry the advocates of nuclear 
power". 

The magazine reports on re
search being done at the Law
rence Livermore Weapons Lab
oratory in California and at the 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory 
in Tenriesse. 

'Science' emphasises the find· 
ings are tentative, but says that 
if they are accurate, the risk of 
dying of cancer after exposure 
to low level gamma radiation 
could double and the prob· 
ability of contracting cancer 
after gamma radiation expos
ure could be quadrupled. 

Gamma radiation is emitted 
in the wastes from nuclear 
reactors. 

The data, the magazine says, 
could lead to a rewriting of 
many basic documents on radi· 
ation hazards and an overhaul 
of n~clear industry safety rules, 
drastically red~Jcing radiation 
exposure limits. 

The magazine says some 
scientists believe the new in
formation strengthens the argu
ment that there is no safe level 
of exposure to radiation; that 
every incremental bit of ex
posure increases the chances of 
injury. 

lt says the impetus for the 
research comes primarily from 
Livermore, where physicists 
Willian Loewe and Edgar Men
delsohn last year used a com
puter to reconstruct the two 
atomic explosions that rocked 
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the Japanese cities of Hirosh
ima and Nagasaki in 1945 
killing more than 200,000 
people and forcing the Japanese 
to surrender. 

Their findings are being 
checked and complemented by 
a group at Oak Ridge. 

The magazine says: "Their 
statistics show that most of the 
cancer caused by those bombs 
came from low LET gamma 
rays, suggesting this common 
type of radiation is more haz
ardous than had been assumed 
before". 

LET standsfor linear energy 
transfer. Low LET radiation 
which loses relatively little 
energy as it travels along its 
course, includes electrons, 
gamma rays and X-rays. More 

" Radiat.ion deathsl 

" The cancer mortality data 
from Hiroshima are the most 
valuable in the world," 'Science' 
reports. "Unlike the data from 
Nagasaki, there is abundant 
enough material to reveal a 
clear relationship between doses 
of radiation received and ill 
effects. 

" The pattern suggests that 
any increase in radiation, no 
matter how small, directly in
creases the risk of getting 
cancer. 

" The implications are far
reaching for health regulation 
and nuclear power," Mr David 
Auton, a physicist with the 
Defence Nuclear Agency, told 
'Science'. His office of target 
and damage assessment is fund
ing the research at Oak Ridge 
that may confirm the dose 
estimates. Age 16 May 1981 

Not a single docume nte d case." 

dangerous high LET radiation 
loses energy more rapidly and 
includes beams of neutrons 
and protons. 

Many scientists have believed 
that most of the cancer that 
showed up in Hiroshima after 
the bomb was caused by 
neutrons. But the new data, 
'Sc1ence' says, indicates the 
accepted figures for neutron 
radiation in that city "are 
grossly overstated". 

COMMENT 
The nuclear industry has 

always claimed it exposes the 
public to a tiny fraction of t)'le 
"safe limits" for radiation. Yet 
they have always opposed any 
reduction in the "limits". The 
new data outlined above may 
now force regulatory authorities 
to lower them, and the nuclear 
industry will have even more 
problems ~eeping themselves 
economically viable. 



-ANTI-NUCLEAR ACTION-
*Work has been done to public

ise the tent city at Ben Lo
mond next month. About 
40 people from Brisbane will 
be going, some on CANP's 
hired bus. 

*On the return from Ben 
Lomond, the film "We Are 
the Guinea Pigs" will be 
shown in provincial towns. 

* Joan spoke on nuclear power 
to the Logan City Jaycees 
and was well received. 

*We have sought a meeting 
wit h Mines Minister Gibbs 
over the Warden's decision · 
(see last newletterl. 

NEWSPAPER 

GOOD FUEL 

Ordinary newspaper has a 
fuel value of at least half that 
of coal, according to t wo 
Sydney engineers, Drs. R.Q. 
Bridge and R.J. Wheen. 

They said the average Aus
tralian wasted up to 200kg 
per year. A usable fuel could 
be made by shredding the 
paper and moulding it into 
briquettes. 

Using the paper would re
lieve disposal problems as well 
as providing fuel. 

Age 28 May 1981 

*About 15 of us saw "On 
Company Business" together; 
rather chilling but worth se
ing. 

*We have gained media cover
age on the reported leaks at 
Ben Lomond and the Israeli 
bombing. 

*While the 12 containers of 
yellowcake were delayed at 
Mayne, CANP members and 
others discussed ways to im
plement support actions. 
Future strategies for blocking 
yellowcake export are being 
mapped out. More of this soon. 

.. -1" ,, .. ,. ... . · 
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NUCLEAR 

FREE PACIFIC 

Unions from 13 Pacific coun
t ries including Australia and 
New Zealand meeting in Port 
Vila, Vanuatu are likely to 
impose a series of month long 
consumer boycotts on products 
from Japan, France and the 
USA as a part of a campaign 
for a Nuclear Free Pacific. 
The boycotts would be model
led on ACTU action against 
French nuclear testing in the 
early 1970's. 

Other proposals considered 
included concerted regional 
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BEN LOMOND DECISION EXPECTED SOON 

Please write to : 

The Hon . Ivan Gibbs , MLA 
Minister for Mines 

1 Tell him not to grant Minatome ' s 

- · ... -•m•-

Lines ~~itL;n by a 15 year o l d 
1 

viewing the "Horizon " pr ogr amme 
Edward Teller - 9 February . 

When the sirens wai l , my love, 
Then shal l we forever be 
Our bodies severed , charred and 

bl ack . 
Our soul s together , free. 

a f te r 
about 

There on t he sc reen in front of me 
The images f lash up end l essly. 
The eye-flinching glare , the bat tles, 

t he gu ns, 
The bomb-raped ci t ies, the mothers 

and sons. 
The wide-eyed children , skin burnt 

raw 
Eyes br ight with fear and shock , 

and sore . 
Innocent fa ces di sfigured with death 
The peace-loving victims of worl dly 

unrest. 
Soldiers came swarmi ng 
Like ants from the ground 
Eyes st inging with f ear 
Stench of dea t h al l around. 
'Ti l l endl ess bl ood and war and crime 
Pass over my head leaving nothi ng 

behind. 

Some peopl e l aughed 
Some people cri ed 
Some stayed si l en t 
The others di ed 

When the si rens sta rt t o wa il 
And the fi nal blast has come 
No one l eft to record i t 
Or add up t he damage sum . 
And the Ea r th will at l ast be rid 
To i t s very core 
Of i t s bl i ght of human hate 
And peace will reign once more . 

action, including strikes. against 
the shipping of countries in
volved in nuclear activities in 
the Pacific; co-ordinated Japan
ese and Australian union action 
against mining Australian uran
ium and exporting it to Japan; 
union deputations to Japanese. 
French and US embassies in 
each Pacific country; public
ation of a tri-lingual document 
to co-ordinate an education 
programme against nuclear act
ivity in the Pacific. 

The Prime Minister of Vanu
atu, Father Waiter Lini, called 
for a 'common approach' by 
Pacific nations against nuclear 
activities. He said his Govern
ment would consider soon what 
it could do to establish the 
common approach. 

A paper prepared for the 

conference on behalf of the 
Australian' Council of Trade 
Unions blamed the ACTU's 
limited constitutional powers 
and the remoteness of uranium 
mines for the difficulties in im
plement ing fully the ACTU 
policy opposing uranium min
ing and export. Union efforts 
so far have been able to 'stall 
though not stop' the uranium 
indust ry in Australia and 'there 
is no doubt that trade unions 
in Australia will be stepping 
up their struggle.' 

A paper from the General 
Council of T rade Unions of 
Japan (SOHYO) said Japanese 
trade unions did not accept 
their government's contention 
that nuclear waste could be 
dumped safely into the Pacific. 
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JUNE 

Monday 15 7 .30pm 
Meeting to follow up Peace 
Action - Room 21 Trades Hall 
Tuesday 16 7.30pm 
CANP General Meeting 
AWD Office, 9th floor 
Canberra Hotel - Discussion on 
activities for Nuclear Free Aus
tralia Week 3 - 9 August. 

Friday 19 - Monday 22 
National Coalition for a Nuclear 
Free Australia Meeting in 
Sydney. 

JULY 
Thursday 2 
CANP bus leaves for Ben 
Lomond. 

Saturday 4 - Sunday 5 
Tent City at Ben Lomond 

Friday 10 5.30pm 
Executive Meeting· 
Q.C.C. Office, 147 ft;nn St., 
All welcome. 

Tuesday 21 7.30 pm 
General Meeting 
AWD Office 9th Floor, 
Canberra Hotel 

Friday 24 7.30pm 
BUSH DANCE 
Bale-em-up Bush Band 
St. Andrews Church Hall 
160 Vulture St., 
South Brisbane 

Sunday 26 1 Oam-4pm 
Anti-Nuclear day at Closeburn 
Market - films, displays. 

AUGUST 
Mon 3 - Sat 8 
NUCLEA R FREE 
AUSTRALI A WEEK 

Thurs. 6 5pm 
Hiroshima Commemoration and 
March. 

URANIUM 
The Northern Land Council 

has been given permission to 
begin negoiations with the Pan 
Continental Mining Company 
on the development of the 
Jabiluka uranium deposit, the 
biggest in Australia. 

L urani:m :~n:_::=•s~--------.J 

Tradit ional Aboriginal land
owners agreed to talk on t erms 
and condit ions of mining in 
return for Pan Con agreeing 
to withdraw opposition to 
Abori~ina l claims of almost 
1,000 sq km of land in the 
A lligator Rivers region. 

The Age, Jan. 28, 1981 
Austral ian Financial Review 

Jan 23 & 28,.1981 
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IF THERE IS A CROSS HERE, AND YOU WISH 
TO CONTINUE RECEIVING THIS NEWSLETIER 
REGULARLY, PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM 
AND SJ:NO IT WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEE 
SOON. 

MEMBERSHIP & DONATION FORM 

To: CANP, 
P.O. Box 238, 
NORTH QUAY. 4000 

Name . . ....•.. .. . .... • .. ... . . ... . .. .. 

Address ... . .. . ...... . .. ........ ... .. . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Postcode ... •. ..... . •. . . 

Ph : .......... . .. (H) ... . .... . . .... (W) 

Herewith: 

I I $3.50 student/pensioner/unemployed 
I I $7 individual 
I I $25 organisational 

$ .. . · · · · donation 

YOUR GROUP 
BAYSIDE ANTI-NUCLEAR GROUP 

BANG meets f1Very fortncght at Manly. 
All welcome. For further details ring 
Gloria 396 1269 or Miriam 396 0753. 

BUNDABERG 
Bundaberg Nuclear Concern Group 

cl- Harry Akers. 
-I.' Electra Court". Electra Street. Bun· 

daberg. 4670. 
CABOOLTURE 

-cANP(Caboolture)C/· Pat Moran, P.O. 
Box 109, Caboolture. 4510. 
KINGAROY 

S .S .A.N.E. Society f'Or Sane 
alternatives to Nuclear Energy. P.O. Box 
16, Kingaroy . 
MACKAY 

ftilackay Nuclear Awaran11es Group 
P.O. Box 458 Mackay. 4741 . 
MTISA 

CANP I Mt. lsa). P.O. Box 1473 Mt. I sa 
NORTHWE::;T SUBURBS ACTION 
GROUP. 

cl· Scott O'Keefe, 9 Musgrave Tee 
Alderley, 4051 

PADDINGTON 
Joan Shears 356 1492 

PINE RIVERS 
CANP (Pine Revers) Grac~ Duffceld 285 

3381 

ROCKHAMPTON 
C.A.N.P. (Central Qld), P.O. Box I 53 2, 
Rockhampton. 4 700. 

SALISBURY 
Phone Bar bar a Robson 277 6597. 

SUNSHINE COAST 
CANP (Sunshine Coast) P .0. Box 520, 

Nambour. 4560. 
TOOWOOMBA 

CANE (Toowoomba) P .0 . Box 1167 
Toowoomba, 4350 Ph. 076 343 983 
TOWNSVILLE 

MAUM (Townsville) P.O. Box 364, 
Townsville. 4810. Phone 71 6226. 
TRADE UNION ANTI-NUCLEAR 
LOBBY 

P.O. Box 196, Broadway. 4000. Phone 
Ken McGrath 221 2350. 
UNIVERSITY OF OLD 

Meetings or activities of the Campus 
Movement Against Uranium' MiniOQ 
every week during semester. Ring the 
Union 3711611 or Bruce Doyle 3781514 
for details. 
WEST END 

Ring Kathy Moran 44 3896. 
WINDSO~CLAYFIELD 

Alng Chrls TOCIIIey 57 2104. 

WORKERS AGAINST URANIUM 
MINING Telephone 391 5966 

Our street address is: Cl· QCC 
Environment Centre, 147 Ann 
St., BRISBANE. 

Workingbee 
Every Sat. 1-5 

Please send 
DONATIONS 

and 
~MlM_BEBS.HIP 
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