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NEWSLETTER MAY 1988 

MAKE A DATE WED 151 JUNE CANNINGTON COLLEGE 

All SHE supporters are strongly encouraged to come along to 
the opening day of the Hinkley C Pre-Inquiry Meeting on June lst at 
Cannington Agricultural College. This will be our first opportunity 
to let the Inquiry Inspector , Michael Barnes, know the strength of 
feeling in the area and nationally about the PWR . To do this we need 
to pack the college to overflowing! 

The Pre-Inquiry meeting is officially for the subjects to be 
covered, and procedures, at the Inquiry proper to be discussed between 
the Inspector and the main objecting organisations. It's expected to 
last two or three days . But any member of the public can attend, and 
any objector can have their say if they wish . 

The June lst session starts at 10 . 30 am, but we are asking 
people to arrive at 10 am to give the Inspector a memorable welcome. 
Cannington College is in the middle of Cannington village, 6 miles 
from Bridgwater on the A39 road towards Minehead. There are buses from 
Bridgwater bus station (9.15) and High Street (9 . 35). 

A coach from Wales will start at Carmarthen, and pick up at 
Swansea, Bridgend , Cardiff and Newport. Details from Rod Stallard 
(09948 529) or Mag Richards (09824 362) . 

SHE has produced a special A5 leaflet about the Pre-Inquiry 
Meeting, with a map on the back. Order from the SHE address at end 
of newsletter. We also hope to have a stall or caravan nearby on the 
day so that objectors can come and get information or advice. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• The Pre - Inquiry meeting also coincides 
• with ' Stop PWR Week ' , initiated by the camp-
• aigners against the first PWR at Sizewell in 
•Suffolk. From May 30 to June 3 the East Angl-
• ian Alliance Against Nuclear Power has organ-
• ised daily events , including a beach party 
· and a blockade. We hope to have a similar 
: series of events around the Severn Estuary 
• in the same week, supported by Greenpeace • 
• Watch the press f or details or check with the 
• SHE office. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Other important developments about the 
Public Inquiry are: 

1. Registration Forms : We have been 
told by the Dept . of Energy that you don't have 
to fill in the registration form by the April 
29th deadline to take part in the Inquiry. So 
please, if you haven't already, write off for 
a form from the Dept - and send it back. Somer
set County Council has also sent a circular letter to all Somerset obj
ectors urging them to register. A SHE leaflet ' Advice to all Objectors ' 
explaining how to deal with the form is available from the office . 

2. SHE Inquiry Worksh.op : For those who would li e _.Jw..J2.W mere . 
about what happens at a Public Inquiry , and some help ~i:::~~Jl 
paring their evidence, this will be held at Brid ate ~~t~£~~~e. J 
Castle Street , Bridgwater on Saturday June l . tarts ~ -
~pm at the latest . Coffee and snacks available. jj _: .• ~ 

For details of Welsh Inquiry workshops, see D~ry. M -~- ~c~ 
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1,500 AT HINKLEY RALLY: About 1,500 people braved the changeable 
weather to mark the second anniversary of Chernobyl at Hinkley Point on 
Saturday April JO. This year we had a field - courtesy of local farmer 
Clive Knox - right next to the main entrance and with the existing power 
stations in the background; and this was .filled with a blue-and-white 
striped marquee, three food stalls, children's games, helium balloons, 
an information tent, and a stage. There were even mobile toilets. 

Those arriving at Hinkley first drove or walked past the dramat
ically effective road signs reading 'Danger: Hinkley Point C Ahead'. 
(There were coaches from as far away as Southampton, Birmingham, London 
and Carmarthen in mid-Wales.) After some delay, they were then treated 
to the arrival of the skeletal death ship (symbolising the end of nucl
ear power) with a mournful jazz band in tow. Once in the field, however, 
the ship miraculously transformed itself into a transport for all things 
bright and renewable - from sun to waves to a bright windy sail. A two
headed sheep kept an ambiguous watch on these unlikely proceedings. 

After some further delay (problems with the PA system) there were 
speeches from Jane Wildblood (Greenpeace), Ian Brandling (National Exec
utive, Fire Brigades Union), Kath Jones (South Wales Women's Support 
Group), Stewart Boyle (Friends of the Earth), Humphrey Temperley (Somer
set County Council) and Danielle Grunberg for SHE. The general message 
was that opposition to Hinkley C was stronger than to any previous nucl
ear development - and we would win in the end. The finale to the day was 
a bouncy, energetic set from the band The Happy End, with some strong 
political songs mixed in with moody jazz numbers. Unfortunately, some 
of the crowd, dispersed by drops of rain or tugging children, had left 
before the band played - although we still managed to collect over £.400 
in cash alone in plastic buckets. 

Whilst all this was going on, a team from Greenpeace 
succeeded in hanging a massive banner, reading 'Remember 
Chernobyl- Stop Hinkley C',from the cooling water inlet 
just off the coast. Despite warnings from CEGB security 
men, they left the banner up for those on shore to see 
for about three hours, and then returned in their infl
atable dinghies. An excellent picture of the banner and 
the boats appeared in the Guardian (May 2), and there were mentions of 
the Rally itself on BBC and ITN TV news, Radio 4 arid BBC World. Service. 

The worst of the weathe~id in fact hold. off, perhaps thanks to 
the lucky Hinkley pixie. Also many thanks to all the volunteers who 
helped beforehand and on the day. 

CHERNOBYL FIRES: Altogether, ten bonfires were lit around the 
Bristol Channel on the actual Chernobyl anniversary, April 26 - eight 
on the Welsh side, two in Somerset. 
************ WALES TUC JOINS CAMPAIGN: At its annual conference campaign in Llandudno on April 29, the Wales TUC, represent

ing trades unionists :from Wales , voted to opp
ose the building of Hinkley c. Given the continuing 

NEws debate within the English TUC (largely because of 
the employment issue) on nuclear power, this was 

* * * * * * * * * .; * * an unexpectedly strong stand. 
RAFFLE TICKETS: Some books of raffle tickets for SHE are enclosed 

with this newsletter. If you would like to order more, please contact the 
promoter, Mary Newton, The Garden Cottage, Flaxley, Newnham, Glos. Also 
please send stubs and money collected to the same address. 

BRISTOL ACTION: The Hinkley Action Group, based in Bristol, will 
be holding a meeting on May 5, 8 pm at Bristol Energy Centre, Philip 
Street, Bedminster (opposite Windmill Hill City Farm). For more inform
ation on the group, call Phil (Bristol 553004) evenings only. 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS: To save space, duplication and effort, we will 
only be sending the minutes of SHE general meetings to those who attend
ed in future. Copies will also be available at the following meeting. 
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Blow for 
third 

Hinkley 
N-plant 

HINKLEY C 'UNECONOMIC': Yet another blow against the 
CEGB's grand promises was struck by the Financial Times 
(front page, April 18) which reported 'Whitehall estim
ates' that Hinkley C 'is unlikely to be economically 
competitive'. This means, according to the FT, that 
'the station would produce more expensive electricity 
than a comparable coal-fired plant'. With privatisation 
of the electricity industry in mind, the report concl
uded: 'At this rate, the Hinkley project would·be a flop'. 

A THIRD nuclear A follow-up to the FT story also appeared in 
powerplantatHinkley the Western Daily Press (see left). 
Point will produce 
more expensive elec- FISH SLAUGHTER: More bad publicity for the CEGB occurred 
trlclty than a coal- • th t 1 · f f fired station, accord- w~ he pub ~cat~on o a report rom the Somerset Trust 
lng to Whitehall for Nature Conservation that 1 million fish, up to 5 
"~t!!~ns the Central million prawns and 10 tonnes of shrimps are killed each 
Electricity Generating year passing through the existing stations.~ water intake 
Board's £1.7 billion system. The Trust's Dr. John Crothers said 'these fig
proposalln Somerset for 
Britain's second ures are not considered as ecologically significant' 
r~~·:r.:l~i fo~·~~en:=~· (in relation to the total fish/ crustacean popula tions). 
ume, vu nerable to The CEGB spokesman said: 'This is a sad by-product of 
economic objections at electricity generation'. (Like leukaemia and other can-
the public Inquiry. ) 

The latest Whitehall cers for humans. 
estimates - based on 
guldellnestobeadopted LEAKING FLASKS: Having discovered that radioactive cont-

amination (from H1nkley Po1nt spent fuel flasks) had been found in the 
British Rail sidings at Bridgwater as long ago as 1980, Somerset County 
Council leader David Heath accused the CEGB of 'endless deceit and secr
ecy' over the issue. Contamination was first noticed by the County Coun
cil's own monitoring checks on the ground under a crane used to load 
the nuclear flasks on to goods trains to-be taken to Sellafield in 
Cumbria. A 1983 report now given to the Council, and produced jointly 
by the CEGB and British Nuclear Fuels, shows that the problem is long
standing. 

POWER TO THE WIND: One positive move from the CEGB was the ann
ouncement that, together with the Department of Energy, it would be 
investing £28 million in three demonstration wind turbine parks. The 
three parks, each containing 25 wind turbines, would probably be sited 
in the South West, West Wales and the Nort~n Pennines, where the wind 
is considered best. If all went well, the parks would be completed by 
1993, producing 25 megawatts of electricity. There is also an allied 

project, with additional 
• • • •

1
·..,·
1
:
1
·E·J· •

1
·..,·
1
·
0
• ·E· ~ •

1
·
8
• • ;1~·U· ·R· ·N· •

1
· N.· ·G· • • • • • • • • ·: funding from the turbine 

~ , : manufacturers and the EEC, 
• A DaY Seminar on the Severn Barrage and other Renewable 

Alternatives to Hinkley C 
• lOam - Se SaturdaY MaY 21st at the Folk House, Bristol 

for a test wind turbine 
· sited off the coast, where 
• the wind is stronger and 
•· more dependable. 

: Speakers 1ncludea .fa..ul Glendell and Mike Birkin of Severnside • 
• Friends of the Earth At the press launch 

Severn Tidal Power Group (to be confirmed) • for the wind power progr-
Brian John of the Mllford Haven Energy Park : amme , even Lord Mars hall, 

project 
David Elliott of the Network for Alternative • CEGB boss and a nuclear 

Technology and Technology Assessment • f t • • d 'W • ht 
Rhodri Morgan, !tiP for Cardiff West and meiRber ana ~C t Sal. : e m1.g 

of the Select Committee for Energy hope that the Wind Will 
: The day has been jointly organised by Stop Hinkley Expansion and • giVe US Some 1 000 megawattS 
• the Welsh Anti-Nuclear Alliance SHE campaign to provide us with ' 
• strong arguments for renewable energy, and to hear differing • of economic electricity gen-
• views on the Severn Barrage. The Folk House is in the Clifton era t ion early next century • I 
• area of Bristol, and has its own cafe. A map will be sent when 
• you register using the form below. We also hope to provide inf- : 1,000 megawatts is abOUt the 
: ormation sheets from the speakers either in aJivance or on the day. : output 0 c. 
--------------------------------• I would like to regis tor for 'The Tide Is Turning' seminar. 

I enclose the registration fee of £J {£1.50 unwaged) (cheques 
to 'Stop Hinkley Expansion'). 

• lfame ................................. . 

• Add res a ..•..•.............•........ , ..........••...•... • ... • • 
• Please return toa SUE, Hockpitt Farm, Nether Stowey, Bridg-t~ater. • 

TA!) lEX. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF DURING the recent Points West(BBC TV)week of items 
about Hinkley C, those who phoned in to speak against 

the proposed station outnumbered those in favour by four to one .... 
~HILST one of the reactors at Bradwell nuclear power station in Essex 
~s currently shut down (until it can prove to the Nuclear Installations 
Inspectorate that it is safe enough to start up again), an NII report on 
Berkeley station (north of Bristol) has produced a similarly long list 
of urgent work to be done. The CEGB says confidently that Hinkley A 
station, which is of the same old Magnox design, will have no problem 
passing the NII's tests. We shall wait and see .... THE NEXT meeting of 
Stop Hinkley Expansion (see below for details) will hear Jane Wildblood 
of Greeppeace talking about alternatives to the NIREX plans for dumping 
nuclear waste in the ground or under the sea···· 

ENDPIECE : The following letter, written by a former CEGB civil engin
eer who worked on nuclear power station construction, and addressed to 
Energy Secretary Cecil Parkinson, was copied to SHE: 

"Dear Mr. Parkinson, I cannot understand why it is you are intent on 
contravening one of the basic principles of your Party ' s clear intent 
that uneconomic industries should not be encouraged or supported. (Hyp
ocrisy is not an attractive attribute for any Party or individual.) 

As a lifelong Conservative supporter, I ask: 'Why are you putting me, 
and others, in a position where we are obliged to fight a Conservative 
Government? ' Your continued support of a civil nuclear power programme 
is total nonsense in terms of your Party's declared aims . 

Please try and act sensibly and logically in this matter in future. 

May 5 

June 

7 

8 

12 

14 

21 

.30 
1 

2,3 
4 

12 

18 

19 

Yours sincerely" (Name and address supplied) 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Hinkley Action Group meeting, Energy Centre , Philip Street, 
Bedminster, Bristol, 8 
Welsh Ob·ectors In ui Worksho , HTV Centre, Carmarthen , 
10 am: details Rod Stallard 09948 529) . 
SHE General Meeting, Unity House, Dampiet Street, Bridgwater, 
2.30 pm. Special guest: Jane Wildblood (Greenpeace). 
' Power Generation and the Environment', Crossmead Conference 
Centre, Un~vers~ty of Exeter, 7 pm. Speakers from Friends of 
the Earth and CEGB. Organ~sed by Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. 
Energy Speakers Workshop, Friends of the Earth, 26, Underwood 
Street, London Nl, 10- 5.30 pm. FoE (01 490 1555) for details. 
' The Tide ~s Turning ' - seminar on the Severn Barrage and 
renewable energy, The Folk House, Bristol, 10-5 pm. See 
booking form in newsletter. 
Stop PWR Week begins: watch press · for details . 
Pre-Inguiry Meeting, Agricultural College, Cannington, near 
Bridgwater, ass~mble 10 am. See newsletter. 
Pre-Inguiry Meeting continues: expected to last 2-3 days. 
Welsh Objectors Workshop, South Glamorgan County Hall , Newport 
Road, Cardiff, 10 . .30 ama details James.S~ewart {0222 28?44). 
SH~ General Meeting. Energy Centre, Ph~l~p Street , Bedm~nster, 
Br~stol, 2.30· pm. 
SHE Public Inquiry Workshop , Arts Centre, Castle Street , 
Bridgwater, 10 am. 
' Balmoral' Protest Sailing to Hinkley - leaves Barry, South 

Wales 9 . 30 am. Details and tickets from Val Penn {063.3 64815). 
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19th May 1988 

HINKLEY C INQUIRY - URGENT INFORMATION FOR .Al,L OBJECTORS 

At the last objectors coordination meeting on 11th May 1988 
it was aareed that the following advice should be sent to 
objectors concerning the forthcoming pre-inquiry meetina 
which commences on 1st June 1988. 

This meeting provides us with an opportunity to demand that 
certain facilities are made available to tis to enable us to 
participate in this inquiry. As objectors. we have the 
right to be treated fairly and believe that all objectors 
should the demand the following: 

- Counsel for the objectors to the Inquiry to be provided 

- Public fundina of objectors (as recommended by the House 
of Commons Select Committee on Energy and by Layfield in his 
report on Sizewell) 

- Adequate office facilities for· all objectors, including 
desks, chairs, telephones, telex, fax and photocopying 
facilities 

- Free transport from Bridgwa ter to the Inquiry venue 
(probably Cannington) 

Information from the CEGB, in pa-·rticular the 700 
supporting documents of the pre construction safety case.and 
any other documents that objectors need in order to prepare 
their cases 

- Free distribution of all documents and transcripts, which 
should also be free of charge and a fully referenced list of 
all documents to which all cases will refer - proper library 
of documents and free translation of transcripts into Welsh. 

- The inclusion of meetings suggested for other areas, such 
as South Glamorgan and Somerset as a formal part of the 
inquiry, properly recorded and included in the Inspector's 
report to the Secretary of State 

- Adaquate facilities for the disabled, including parking 
facilities, access to the building and disabled toilet and 
washing facilities 

- Child care and refreshment facilities 

- The use of recycled paper for all Inquiry documents and 
the recycling of all wasted paper 

PLEASE come to the pre-inquiry meeting and JOl.n us in making 
these demands and attempting to make this system fairer. 
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