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Newsletter July 1988 

MAKE A DATE (j"ue; July 1~ CANNINGTON COLLEGE 

If you didn't come to the first Pre-Inquiry Meeting, and 
even if you did, please try to attend the second one, which starts in 
Cannington Agricultural College on July 12. It ' s vitally important 
that the official Inspector, Michael Barnes , doesn ' t go away thinking 
that the public has lost inter est in Hinkley c. 

There is no agenda for this second preliminary meeting, but 
it's expected to be taken up with a mixture of procedural issues (how 
and to what timetable the eventual inquiry will be run) and a conti n
uing debate about what areas of evidence are admissable. However, any 
objector is entitled to speak, and any member of the public can attend, 
so how lively and interesting it is depends largely on us. 

If you ' re not sure what you would like to say, you may find 
some food for thought in the Inspector's letter after the first (June 1) 
Pre-Inquiry meeting - see below for a summary. 

Cannington College is about five miles from Bridgwater on the 
A39 main road towards Minehead; for the last meeting there wer e AA dir
ection signposts . There are buses from Brid~ater at 9.15 (No . l5 from 
the bus station) and 9.35 (No . llJ. from the Hl.gh Street ) . The meeti ng st
arts at 10.30am. It could also go on to a second, or even third, day, 
that is July l3 and 14-, but at present it seems unl ikel y to last more 
than two days . 

If you ' d like help with accommodation, please contact the SHE 
coordinators - see end of Newsletter. 

INSPECTOR ALLOWS COAL-NUCLEAR COSTS DEBATE: In a decision un
likely to be popular with the CEGB , Inspector Michael Barnes has decided 
that he will accept evidence at the public inquiry about the comparative 
costs of coal and nucl ear el ectricity generation. The CEGB had ar gued, 
using government policy as suppor t, that it need only compare nucl ear 
with renewables (wind , tidal etc.). This has been overruled in favour 
of the many objectors who want to put the case that, since Sizewell , the 
cost pendulum has swung decisively in favour of coal . SHE intends to put 
forward an expert witness on this subject. 

Barnes• decision came in a nine page letter sent to all objec
tors who have submitted registration forms (dated June 23.) which summar
ised his conclusions after the first pre-inquiry meeting. Other highlights 
of the letter area 

1. There are no signs that Barnes wants to pull the shut ters 
down on the scope of evidence to be given at the inquiry . The coal/ nucl
ear comparison apart, he has somewhat extended the areas which can be 
considered under •requirement for the station•, and suggests that •sub
missions of an overall nature • , which presumably 
could include moral objections , can be heard 
•towards the end of the inquiry ' . 

2. During the inquiry proper there will 
be free transport from Taunton via Bridgwater to 
C~nnington (and back) each day , and a creche at 
the coll ege. Bot h of these were requested by SHE 
and other organisations . 

3. Requests for funding for objector s 
have been passed on to t he Secretary of State 
for Energy, who has yet to r espond. A request 
for a legal ' Counsel' to the inquiry, as at 
Sizewell, was turned down flat. , 
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4. Barnes is prepared to consider Welsh interpreters and 
transcripts in Welsh for inquiry sessions held in South Wales. 

Full copies of the letter are available from the Hinkley C 
Inquiry Secretariat c/o Somerset College of Agriculture, Cannington, 
Br1dgwater TA5 2LS (0278 652832). For further information on the inq
uiry, see the later item on the SHE workshop. 
* • * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * 
:10 wAY~ You Can Help STOP HINKLEY EXPANSION: 
* - * • 1. Come to a SHE general meeting and meet other supporters. * 
* The next one is in Bridgwater on Sunday July 10 (2.30 pm in Unity * 
*House, Dampiet Street -near public library), the one after that * 
* in Bristol on Sunday September 11 (2.30 pm in the Energy Centre, * 
* Philip Street, Bedminster - opp. Windmill Hill City F.arm). * 
: 2. Go to the Hinkley C shop in Bridgwater (in Eastover near : 
* the Town Bridge) or anywhere else you see a CEGB display and argue * 
* out the cas& against the new reactor. * 
: 3. Organise a local SHE group in your area and get activities * 
* going - a display in the village hall, a coffee morning, a leaflet- * 
* ing session in the hrgh street, or even a public meeting. Ask the * 
*SHE office for materials. : 
* 4. Wear a lapel badge or put a 'Say No To Hinkley C' sticker * 
* in your car or front window. Badges are 30p, stickers 40p from the * 
: SHE office. : 
* 5. Encourage five friends to join SHE by filling in the green * 
* 'What noes Hinkley C Stand For?' form. * 
* * * 6. Get as many petition forms signed as you can. Let's see if * 
* we can get thousands of signatures by the start of the public inq- * 
* uiry in October. 
: 7. Persuade five friends to object formally to Hinkley C by 
* writing a letter to the Department of Energy, Thames House South, 
* Millbank, London SWlP 4QJ. 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* * 8. Get involved in the public inquiry. come along to one of * 

: the hearings in Cannington; make sure your voice is heard by making * 
* a statement to the Inspector. : 

* 9. Fund-raise for SHE by selling raffle tickets, distributing 
* David Bellamy appeal cards or running your own local event. Book a 
~ stall at your local fete - ask the SHE office for help. 

* 
* 
"' "' * * 10. Write letters to your local newspaper, MP or councillors. * 

* Make sure that every letter in support of Hinkley C in the press * 
* gets an immediate response. * 
* * * * ... * ... * * ... * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *. * * * * ... * * * * * * * * * * * * ** 

COLA EXPANDS: The Consortium of Opposing Local Authorities 
(COLA) brought together by Somerset County Council to fight the Hinkley 
C public inquiry has expanded to include parish council members. So far 
ten parish councils in Somerset, Wales, Devon and Dorset have already 
affiliated. Has your local parish? 

The major local authority members of COLA are: the County 
councils of Avon, Devon, Dyfed, Gwent, Mid-Glamorgan, Somerset, South 
Glamorgan and West Glamorgan; the Borough Councils of Blaenau Gwent, 
Islwyn, Newport, Ogwr, Rhondda, Rhymney Valley, Taff-Ely, Torfaen; 
the City Councils of Bristol, Cardifff and the District Councils of 
Mid-Devon, South Somerset and West Somerset. 

The total amount pledged by these councils to the fighting 
fund for the inquiry has now reached over £980,000. 

' ';7. . 
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SHE PUBLIC INQUIRY WORKSHOP REPORT 
About 50 people attended the SHE 

workshop in Bridgwater Arts Centre on June 
18, and some useful ideas and advice about 
the public inquiry emerged. These are some 
of the main points: 

starts. 
1. Procedure before the Inquiry 

I Registration forms - You don't 
have to fill these in to appear at the Inq
uiry. But, if you do, the Inquiry Secretar
iat will keep you informed of developments, 
dates etc. Some people who objected origin
ally by letter or card have never received 
a form, although they should have; some 
people have filled them in and not heard 
anything more. Whatever your position, you 
can still get a new form from the Secretar- ~~~ 
iat office at Cannington or SHE (see below ~~:::~-::.;:~,_,... __ : 
for addresses) • '· -....:. 

I Outline and Full Statements of ""-
Case - We only expect those obJectors who ' 

page J 

have said they will call witnesses to be 
aske~or these, which mainly means organis- . L---
ations. But if you have been asked, the :I:.\\~.s-kM\N.S by o~ {>t-.ru ~ 
'outline' statement need only be a list of ''S,l,t...,t.\\ R..e.-.t.~M.r''. 
the main points you'd like to make, whilst the full statement should go 
into more detail. Outlines are being asked for now, fUll statements will 
be requested in August. 

t Proof of Evidence - This is a full version of what you (or 
your witness) will say when you stand up to speak at the Inquiry. It can 
be as long or as short as you want, but must be sent to the Secretariat 
three weeks before you're due to speak. You will be given fair warning 
of this. 

2. Procedure at the Inquiry 
t The Inquiry will be divided into five subject areas. These 

are at present 1. Need and economics; 2. Safety; J. Waste and decomm
isioning; 4. Emergency planning; 5. Local and environmental issues. 
Within each section, the CEGB will go first, followed by COLA, followed 
by other organisations like SHE, followed by individuals. Individual 
objectors will have to decide which section they would like to particip
ate in, or whether they want to say something in several of them.A time

table of what's coming up at the inquiry is 
planned to be produced four weeks in advance. 

t Oral evidence - a spoken statement at 
~~~~~~ the Inquiry - w1ll be taken more seriously than 

a written version. This is partly because it 
will be given a personal stamp, partly because 
oral evidence can be tested by the other side. 

t It's vital that local ~eople have their 
say at the Inquiry. One suggest1on was that a 
statement could be made on behalf of a number 
of people from the same village or parish, all 
of whom would put their names to the statement. 
As good a cross-section, from farmers to shop
keepers to students, as possible should be got. 

t Anybody taking part in the Inquiry is 
entitled to cross-examine (question and probe) 
the CEGB witnesses (though you're expected to 
give advance notice). But the CEGB can also 
cross-examine you, as can the Inspector. You're 
not normally allowed to cross-examine other 
objectors or objecting organisations. 
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I It seems unlikely that the CEGB will heavily cross-examine 
individual objectors (because they won't be seen as 'experts'). However, 
some people at the workshop decided that they would like to come under 
the 'umbrella' of SHE, even though they would still make their own pers
onal poJ.nt. This would mean that they would be introduced by someone rep
resentin~ SHE, and helped through any difficult questioning. Anybody int
erested J.n pursuing their evidence like this should get in touch. 

I Individual objectors were advised to steer clear of too great 
technical detail in their statements unless they were sure of their 
ground. A few basic points forcefully made would be better than getting 
bogged down in technicalities. If you refer to a document in your evid
ence, you may be asked to produce a copy of it. 

I There will be some informal sessions of the Inquiry in South 
Wales and Somerset (venues yet to be decidedJ. Some objectors may prefer 
to go to these, but the feeling is that they should not be allowed to 
distract attention from the main hearings in Cannington. 

3. Events around the Inquiry 
I Ann and John Stringer of the East Anglian Alliance against 

Nuclear Power gave a brief description of some of the events which 
occurred 'around' the Sizewell Inquiry. These ranged from production of 
a daily poem in the form of a banner, and a mime artist, inside the 
Inquiry hall, to a series of demonstrations and happenings outside. 
These included a mock 'marriage' of nuclear power and nuclear weapons. 
The only time the Inquiry was stopped was when a group of women sang 
from the back of the hall as the culmination of a special women's day. 

I A fortnightly newsletter was produced during the Sizewell 
Inquiry called 'Sizewell Reactions'. It kept people informed of both 
what had happened (and not necessarily reported in the press} and what 
would be coming up. SHE would like to do something similar. Any offers 
of help with production would be appreciated. 

11 We hope to hold a follow-up workshop, with more practical 
sessions on how to prepare for the Inquiry, and another initial workshop 
probably in Bristol, in the autumn. Details as soon as they're available. 

The Hinkley C Inquiry Secretariat now has permanent offices 
in Cannington College. You can write to them there (address on page"2} 
or phone Clare Bainbridge (0278 652832} for queries about documents, 
Bill Johnson {0278 652830} for queries about registration. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * GLOUCESTER VOTE: Gloucester County Council will 

catnpaign 
NEWS 

vote on July 21 to decide whether to formally opp
ose Hinkley c. A motion put before the council's 
Public Protection Committee last month was narr
owly defeated by six votes to five - and the full 
council will now consider the issue. 

TWo days before that meeting, 'The Great 
* * * * * * * * * 4 * * Nuclear Debate' will take place in Cheltenham Coun-

cil Chambers, with Stewart Boyle from Friends of 
the Earth and David Stallard from the CEGB. All county councillors have 
been invited, so make sure you're there as well. Full details in the 
diary. 

Gloucestershire Anti-Nuclear Alliance has also conducted a 
county-wide survey which showed that 70% of the 500 people questioned 
were against Hinkley C (with only 14% in favour}, and 55% would like 
to see Britain's nuclear power programme phased out. If the County Coun
cil came out against Hinkley C it would ring the Severn with opposing 
local authoritites. Offers of help with lobbying to Chris Hillyer (0242 
570206} or Mary Newton {0452 76575}. 

SAFE ENERGY ROADSHOW: We hope to have the mobile •safe energy' 
display on the road agaJ.n before the end of the. summer in an improved 
version. Any assistance with preparations or 'manning' it on its tour 
would be welcome to Danielle Grunberg (0278 422632). Also anybody who 
can help distribute leaflets at holiday resorts (e.g. Burnham, Minehead, 
Weston) please contact the SHE office. 
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BURNHAM EVENTS: Two 'coffee mornings' are planned in Burnham 
this month by an active local group of SHE supporters. The first, to 
test reaction, is on July 2, the second (with display and videos) is on 
July 23. Both will last from lOam to 4pm at the Old Library, Adam Street, 
Burnham. Further details and offers of help: Stella Moore (Burnham 783348) 

BALLOON RELEASES: The map on the right 
shows the results of three balloon 
releases over the past year organised 
by Yeovil Greenpeace Support Group. 
The furthest landing point recorded 

was Buxton, Derbyshire - over 150 
miles.from Hinkley Point in the 
direction of the prevailing wind. 

Details of future releases 
and sponsored balloon labels from 
Leslie Graham-Gleed (0935 25677). 
SPONSOR A WALKER: Sponsors(and 
walkers) are still needed for 
the two sponsored walks in aid 
of SHE this month. For the 
July 10 walk over the Quantock 
Hills (ten miles starting from 
Staple Plain, West Quantoxhead, 

11.00 am) contact Jamie Gill 
(0272 552602) or Dick Johns (0272 
557059). 

For the Coventry to Hin
kley Point walk (July 16-29), support is still needed on a number of 
fronts: Sponsors for the walkersr more walkers for all or part of the 
router accommodation in Stratford-upon-Avon on the night of July 17. 
The five walkers doing the whole route at present will arrive at Hinkley 
at 2.30tm on FridaU July 29. Please do your best to get along to welcome 
them af er their 1 0 miles. 

More details from Phil Norton (Coventry 448274) or Nick Ayres 
(Coventry 57765) or contact the SHE office. 

RAFFLE TOTAL RISES: Almost £800 worth of tickets for the SHE 
raffle have now been sold. Top prize is a self-catering holiday for 4 on 
a Cornish country estate. Further books of tickets (£1 each) from Mary 
Newton, Garden Cottage, Flaxley, Newnham, Gloucs. (0452 76575). 

BALMORAL VISIT: Over 500 SHE supporters from South Wales packed 
the Balmoral pleasure cruiser on June 19 for a protest sailing past Hink
ley Point. The boat came as clos~it could, sweeping past the offshore 
water inlet several times. On the sea wall in front of the power station 
200 red and black balloons went up altogether, and a banner was hung out 
reading 'No Mo~e Chernobyls- Stop Hinkley C1

• According. to those on the 
boat, an extremely enjoyable time was had by all • 

.. ····""···"· ., .. '"'t~.~.·t':~···.:,;~·~;..,"""i:1"'~.;-c;'.~:~;;.~.·. NUKESPEAK: 
1
Hinkley C News 

1
, a 4-page fl;lll 

f1~ J8· i01 :( t :1:.1?~ ".-',·t '}\f · :}t'J:j· colour newspaper, has recently be~n del~v-
; .. ~J ... ~.-A_.-,;.~iv~•- ~' ''~4~~i~~t!~ea~~~~ ~~ ~~~~/~~~i~nK!~eis 
~~ ·. ~it ' · , J. -,,,~, quoted as s~yi:r:g: 'The. newslette: is part 
:.~ ~ : -~--:~~!~· J J:r=..;a: of o1:1r publ~c ~nformat~on work a~med at 
'~ . ' ~~ . J . help~ng local people to understand our 
~il'h.~m""•J ... :~w!i~H~;iJk~~. :.i~~:\'!~!.:~·1· proposals ••. It will also give local people 

the opportunity of putting their questions 
and views. 1 

HIDDEN COSTS: Somerset County Council estimates that local 
authorities in the region could have to spend up to £1 million a year 
on public services (health, education, planning etc.) whilst Hinkley c 
is being built. This is based on the costs which Suffolk County Council 
is anticipating during the construction of Sizewell B nuclear station. 
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CEGB LAND GRAB: The CEGB has just issued a .compuls
ory purchase order to buy up about 170 acres of land 
next to Hinkley Point for the work camp, car park, 
hostel and access road it wants for Hinkley c. This 
is nearly all agricultural land farmed at present by 
farmer Clive Knox but owned by the Fairfield Estate. 

Lady Gass, who owns the Fairfield Estate, 
said through her solicitor at the first Pre- Inquiry 
meeting that she would be challenging this order on 
various grounds. But it is open to anybody to object 
to it by writing to the familiar address of the Secr

etary of State for Energy, Thames House South, Millbank, London SWlP 
4QJ before July 15, and stating the title of the order, which is 'CEGB 
(Hinkley Point C) Compulsory Purchase Order 1988' . 
. An interesting article from the g;ssip column of the 'Electrical Rev
~ew' - a trade journal for electrical equipment manufacturers .• • 
Here's a thought for all the financial 
whizzes amongst my readers. Nobody 
has yet put a firm price on the amount 
that the Chancellor .of the Exchequer is 
likely to acquire for his coffers by selling 
off the electricity supply industry. But 
the figure being bandied around, for 
England and Wales at any rate, seems to 
be somewhere around £18,000m to 
£20,000m. 

Nobody hasyetputafirmfigureon the 
likely costs of building a pressurised 
water reactor at Hinkley Point in 
Somerset-at least, nobody in the Cen
tral Elecbicity Generating Board, who is 
promoting the scheme, has been pre-

July 2 Burnham-on-Sea 

10 Quantocks 

Bridgwater 

12 Cannington 

16 Coventry 

19 Cheltenham 

23 Burnham-on-Sea 

29 Hinkley Point 
Sept 11 Bristol 

Oct 2 Bristol 

4 Cannington 

pared to be quoted publicly. But with 
Ministers talking about the need to spend 
£45,000m on building 13 new power 
stations to cope with the perceived gap in 
supplies at the end of the century; and 

with the official costs for the Sizewell B 
PWR creeping up from the original 
£1,200m to £1,700m (what's £500m 
between friends, after all?), it doesn't 
seem that the figure which Somerset 
County Council is bandying around, of 
£2,000m, will be that far off the mark. 

Now when (lf?) Hinkley C i3 built, it will 
be capable of producing• something 
between 2 per cent and 2.5 per cent of the 
current electricity system's capacity. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

That figure at least isn't in too much 
doubt. 

But look what happens when you put 
these figures together. The plan is to 
spend £2,000m or 10 per cent of the 
£20,000m asset value of the industry, 
upon a project which at its most 
optimistic assessment will provide 2.5 
per cent of annual capacity. 

Now do you see why those in the know 
say that the only chance Westinghouse 
has of getting one of its PWRs built in 
Somerset, is to delay privatisation as 
long as possible! 

Coffee Morning, Old Library, Adam Street . 
10-4. 
Sponsored Walk in aid of SHE. Starts llam 
Staple Plain, West Quantoxhead . 
SHE General Meeting, Unity House, Dampiet 
Street . 2.JOpm. 
Pre- Inguiry Meeting, Agricultural College 
Mai n Hall. lO.JOam. Could continue for two 
or three days . 
Sponsored Walk sets off for Hinkley (see 
newsletter). 
'The Great Nuclear Debate - Is Hinkley C 
Necessary? ' Public meeting, Council Chambers, 
The Promenade. 7.30pm. 
Coffee Morning, Old Library, Adam Str eet. 
l0-4. 
Sponsored Walk arrives from Coventry. 2.30pm. 
SHE General Meeting, Energy Centre, Philip 
Street, Bedminster . 2 . 30pm. 
Benefit Concert for Severnside Campaign 
Aga1nst Rad1at1on, Colston Hall, 7 . 30pm. 
'Loose Tubes' jazz ~roup. Tickets from box 
office {0272 262957/291768) . 
Public Inquiry due to start, Agricultural 
College Main Hall. Keep this date free ! 

S'l,f)l, IIINiii .. I~Y 
I~Xl,llNSI~N 

For further informat'··on--mfn~~1fr~-·;;;l 
this news letter, pl ja'S..~1 ~l$.z t~ SUE, 

Hock_12i tt Farm, Ne the ~ , .... .3 , 

SomersetJ. TA..i lEX or ~Phone Cri<s'PJ.l'il AubrJ lr 
on 027~ 732921 or Da iell~ t~ntib§Tg on 
0?.7R 4??.612. ---- - · - --


	1 copy
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 copy

