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HINKLEY C- POSTPONED BY PUBLIC DEMANDI! 

Hinkley c has been scrapped for at least four years -
and may never be built at all. That is the clear conclusion for 
SHE, and the people of Somerset, after weeks of confusion about 
the future of the apparently doomed nuclear power station. 

It represents a humiliating defeat for the confident 
assertions by the CEGB that they would over-ride local 
opposition and, in the infamous words of Lord Marshall, be 
"working on the Hinkley site virtually forever." 

It also represents a massive victory for everybody who 
has supported Stop Hinkley Expansion over the seven years since 
the first announcement was made in August 1982 that Hinkley 
Point had been selected for a Pressurised Water Reactor. We have 
succeeded beyond our wildest dreams! 
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It is now possible, as explained in more detail below, 
that no new nuclear power station will ever be built at Hinkley 
Point. But that final victory for SHE will depend on the result 
of a promised government review of the "prospects for nuclear 
power" in 1994. 

How Hinkley c Was Shely~ 
The fate of Hinkley C was sealed when Energy Secretary 

John Wakeham made his dramatic statement on November 9. This 
said: 

1. All existing nuclear power stations will remain in 
public onwership - and not be sold to the private sector as 
originally planned. (Since then, the new public company has been 
officially called "Nuclear Electric".) 

2. The special protection for nuclear power after 
privatisation - the 20~ nuclear "quota" - will be reduced so as 
to exclude further PWRs after Sizewell B. This removed the 
CEGB's main argument for building Hinkley cas presented at the 
Public Inquiry. 

3. To drive the last point home, there will be no money 
available to build new nuclear stations like Hinkley C for the 
time being. 

4. A review of the future for nuclear power will take 
place when the Sizewell B reactor is reaching completion, 
probably in 1994. After that, it will be decided whether any 
government money is available to continue the programme. 

As soon as this announcement was made, the press tolled 
the death knell of nuclear power in giant headlines and we 
expected the CEGB to quickly withdraw its application on Hinkley 
C. It didn't. Below is the timetable of events from November 9 
onwards which brings the story up to date ... 

Nov. 9 Government announces that nuclear expansion is being 
shelved (see above). Hinkley C Inquiry adjourned. 

Nov. 14 Inquiry resumes. CEGB asks for more time to consider 
position. Inquiry adjourned for furthec....kf§e.Js .,__. i> . 
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Nov. 21 CEGB says it will carry on with a revised final statem
ent. However, Wylfa Band Sizewell Care abandoned. 

Nov. 22 Inquiry continues with reworking of CEGB case 
and continued demands from objectors for the hearings 
to be scrapped. 

Dec. 1 Inquiry finally ends with statements from objectors and 
praise from the Inspector for SHE (see below). 

Why Hjnkley c Was Shelved 
At the heart of the decision to scrap further nuclear 

power stations for the time being was the head-on clash between 
the government desire to privatise the electricity industry and 
its love affair with nuclear power. 

When prospective investors in the industry began to look 
closely at the books they had some big shocks. Put simply, 
whereas a coal-fired power station might produce electricity for 
sale to the public at 3p per kWh, nuclear would be pushing up 
towards 6 or 8p per kWh. This made nuclear look a very bad - and 
risky - investment. 

The reasons for the poor economics of nuclear are 
complicated. But two factors were important in relation to 
privatisation. One is the high cost of construction and the next 
for large amounts of money up front. The second is that in the 
public sector it was easier to hide the real costs of the "back 
end" of the cycle -waste disposal, reprocessing and 
decommissioning . Prospective investors wanted those costs 
spelled out clearly. 

Nuc lear will still be more expensive in public hands
and electricity consumers will still have to pay extra for it • 
But at least, for the time being, there won't be any new 
stations to add to the cost - and the danger . 

Jhe Implications for SHE 
The "moratorium" on nuclear building puts SHE in a 

difficult position. Optimistically, so many other good ideas 
(energy conservation, different types of power stations) will 
soon make Hinkley C irrelevant. Or there could be a change of 
government. Or, pessimistically, a pro-nuclear backlash to 
counter the greenhouse effect. 

There will also -be a report from the Inquiry to respond 
to sometime next year. But what after that? We would welcome 
any thoughts on how the campaign should continue over the next 
year. Please come to the next SHE meeting and have your say. 

NEWS,FROM FRANCE 

An International Fast Day will be held on Sunday 17 
December to support the "freezing " of the Golfech nuclear pow~r 
station in South West France. "In different parts of Europe and 
the world, people will fast like us at Golfech to underline the 
international dimensions of the threat of nuclear power." YOU 
can participate by fasting at home - alone or in small groups . 
Please write about what you are doing to : 

Vivre sans 1e Danger Nuc1eaire de Go1Fech, BP 343-F, 
47008-Agen Cedex, France~ 

What the Inspector said about Stop Hinkley Expansion on 
the last day of the Inquiry (from the official transcript) 

''I can confidently say that certa~· 'Ver ' tn ---·] ·) 
my experience, and I think rarely if ever i ~E~ ' ' ~· 
experience , has a local group without legal ~- - . 
representation appeared and presented their 'f. aee ...,.~ •• .o•g ;;:; j 
consistently over an enormously long Inquir~ sue tf!!lia:•d 2019 
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