
CHERNOBYL CHILDREN'S ART EXHIBIT
ION OPENS IN TAUNTON, JUNE 3RD 

A unique exhibition of paintings 
and drawings by children from the 
Chernobyl disaster region of the 
Soviet Union will be visiting the 
West Country this month. 

The exhibition is part of a 
campaign by the Green Help 
organisation from Kiev to raise 
funds for medical supplies and 
clean food badly needed by 
victims of the world's worst 
nuclear accident. Many of the 
children whose work is on show 
have become ill from the radioac
tivity which contaminated their 
countryside and towns . 

Over 100 paintings and drawings 
by children aged between 4 and 15 
are included in the exhibition. 
There is also a display of docum
entary photographs and a video 
explaining the continuing effects 
of the 1986 accident on people's 
health and living conditions. 
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Many of the paintings reflect the 
anguish which the children have 
undergone in the period since the 
accident. Others are simply 
exuberant expressions of everyday 
life from people whose lifestyle 
is often far from joyful. 

Entitled "Chernobyl Children", 
the exhibition will be at the 
Somerset College of Arts and 
Technology in Taunton from June 
3-7, at the Crispin Hall, Street 
from June 10-15, and in Bristol 
Cathedral from June 17-23. 
Full details of venues and 
opening times are given below. 

Two members of the Green Help 
organisation will accompany the 
exhibition. including leading 
campaigner Natasha Karpan. 

The exhibition has been brought 
to the West Country by Stop 
Hi nkley Expansion and the 7th 
International Radiation and 
Health Conference in order to 
publicise the plight of people 
still suffering from the Chern
obyl disaster. The conference 
will be held in Bristol over the 
weekend June 22-23. Further 
d&tails overleaf. 

Galya Filchlkova 

It Survive?" 
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Fund-raising for Chernobyl 

Apart from publicising the cont
inuing effects of the Chernobyl 
accident, the main aim of bring
ing this·exhibition to the West 
Country is to raise money for the 
victims. Whatever sum is raised 
will be spent in this country to 
buy "clean" food, medicine and 
medical equipment. This will then 
be transported directly to Kiev 
to be distributed there by the 
Green Help environmental group. 

Donations can be made to a 
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Gb.j J 9r~n.~ .. § .... ftJ.n.g :.: ....... tA.9.9.QY.n:t .... ~Q .. !.. -

Q.l? ~0.~.~.~J .... J~.~ ..... bJ .. e>.Y.Q.§ ....... e~n.k .. J ....... g.Qr..n.b. .. t.l.l 
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A full colour A2 poster showing 
one of the paintings in the 
exhibition has also been prod-
uced. Copies are £7 each (plus 
£2 p+p) from Valerie Davey, 8 
The Bartons, Yeabridge, South 
Petheron TA13 5LW (cheques to 
"Chernobyl Children's Fund"). 
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How vou Can Helo 

1. Display the enclosed leaflet 
in a prominent place. Further 
copies and larger posters 
available from Danielle Grunberg 
(0278 422632). 
2. Encourage your friends to 
visit the exhibition - and go to 
see it yourself. 
3. Give a few hours to help with 
the exhibition, especially in 
Street. Call Danielle with offers 

GREEN HELP ORGANISER SPEAKS IN 
BRISTOL 

Natasha Karpan is the internat
ional campaigner for Green Help, 
an environmental group based in 
Kiev. This is the capital of the 
Ukraine, a city of over two mill
ion people about 70 miles from 
Chernobyl. Even at that distance, 
there is still a measurable incr
ease of radioactivity 

Natasha will speak at a public 
meeting in Bristol on June 18th 
about her campaign to bring 
international assistance to those 
still suffering. 

"Chernobyl Children" Tour Dates and Venues 

June 3rd - 7th 

June 10th - 15th 

June 17th - 23rd 

June 18th 

- - - - - - - - -

Somerset College of Arts and Technology, Wellington 
Road, Taunton. Open 9.30am-6pm (9.30am-2pm Friday). 

Crispin Hall, Street. Open 10.00am-5pm. 

Bristol Cathedral, College Green, Bristol. Open all 
day, but please respect religious services. 

"Is There Life After Chernobyl?" Public Meeting 
with Natasha Karpan, international campaigner, 
Green Help. Friends Meeting House, 126, Hampton 
Road, Redland, Bristol. 7.30pm. 

- - - - - - - -
CHERNOBYL CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

I would like to contribute to the Chernobyl Children appeal to provide 
clean food and medical assistance to families from the danger areas. 

0 
Name 

I enclose a donation of£ ... (cheques payable to "Chernobyl 
Chi 1 dren 's Fund"). ,.. 

.......................... 
Address ...................................•..................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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UTSIDE the en
trance to a long, grey 
milking shed, the 
women seem to con
gregate from no

where. Trudging through the 
half-frozen mud, they begin to 
shout angrily. 

"We want to be evacuated," they 
scream. "We've been waiting ftve 
years. Why dld they leave this vil· 
Iage, why didn't they fence it oft'? A 
lot of people come here to measure 
the radiation, but no-one helps us." 

The fann manager, •bo takes the 
brunt of this assault, atU!mpts to 
calm his rebellious worktorce. "The 
whole village has voted to move, and 
they've prepared the plans for our 
new place," be says "They've even 
put it on the map. But they haven't 
found anyone to do the work." 

The scene can be repeated all over 
the Soviet Union. As the true conse
quences of the Chemobyl disaster 
are realised, m1111ons of people are 
now known to sttll be 1h1ng In areas 
contaminated by radioactive fallout. 

Continuing his ntport on 
the eHects of tiMt 
Chernobyl nuclear 
disaster, five years on, 
CRISPIN AUIIIY 
examines the trim reality 
inside the Soviet Union. 
I ::::.: :. :;::::i:::t:ii:::::=:{:f?::m:Mti::::t:::::::t:i:{:i'i::f::=:l 

Over 130,000 people were evacu
ated In the Drat few montba, but only. 
In the last two years has the flill scale 
of the hazard become apparent. Ac· 
cordlng to the latest maps prepared 
from aerial surveys, there are stret
ches of land as far as 160 kilometres 
from Chemobyl, where the caesium 
In the son Is as concentrated as In the 
immediate viclnlty of the reactor. 

Five years on from the Chemobyl 
disaster, the most appalling declslon 
Is how effectively to relocate such 
large swathes of population. 

Although the power station Is sited 
In the Ukraine, about 70 per cent or 
the fallout descended on the acijac
ent Republic ofBielorussla, contami
nating one ftfth or its agricultural 
land. Some communities have been 
evacuated - villages fenced off -
because or radioactivity In the son, 
but In others, just a few hundred 
metres from the fence, Ufe goes on as 
normal with cows being mllked con· 
tinuously since the accident. 

In Taraci, 30 pupUs sttll attend the 
school. The school tries to offer 
chUdren three "clean" meals a day 
and each summer the chUdren get 
two months ln an uncontaminated 
region. Even so, their teacher says 
that many are sick. 

Widespread ill health is eonftrmed 
at the main hospital in the town of 
Poleskya. OUt of6,000 ehUdren in the 
district, the number with thyroid 
complaints has increased. There 
have also been high percentages of 
chDdren with throat and stomach ill· 
nesses and an Increase In pre-natal 
deaths. 

Olga Babllova, head of the Ukraine 
Department of Radiological Hy
giene, says: "We are expecting an 
increase in thyroid cancers, birth 
defects and leukaemia over the next 
10 years. We know lt will get worse." 

Dr Mary Brennan, a British publlc 
health specialist who led a medical 
delegation to Bielorussia last year, 
says they found evidence or a clear 
rise in both thyroid diseases and con
genital malformations since the 
accident. Worse sttll to come - tens 
or thousands of cancer deaths are 
predicted over the coming decades. 

WhUe a rash of humanitarian aid 
programmes from around the world 
offer ehUdren holidays and raise 
money for specialist medical treat
ment abroad, other ald workers 
argue that the real need is to help 
improve health facWties within the 
Soviet Union Itself. 

Over 380,000 people In the Ukraine 
alone have been eannarked !or 
special medleal attention. while the 
entire 1.8 mnuon population of the 
contaminated areas is supposed to 
have an annual medical cheek. 

Continued reluctance by the 
authorities to reveal all about the 
causes and consequences of the dls· 
aster has not helped. 

Up untn 1988 no one even wanted 
to hint at the scale of the problem. 
Although lt was clear by the ttme of 
the ftrst omcial assessment that 
there were fatal naws in the Soviet 
designed reactor, it was sttll hoped 
to bUUd more with adaptations. Only 
tn 1988 was the whole future RBMK 
construction programme cancelled. 

It is now also accepted that some 
of the most hazardous emergency 
measures, from dousing the graphite 
fire with water to dropping sand from 
helicopters, were ineffective and 
needlessly risked the lives of the 
teams. Ten days after the event lt 
was reported "the radiation situ· 
ation Is stabUlsed." In fact, two 
mUllon Curies of radioactivity were 
sttll being released every day and the 
wind was blowing towards Kiev. 

A slmnar cloud has obscured the 
picture of contamination. Only in the 
last year have detaned radiological 
survey maps clearly shown the con
tours or ground contamination. It 
was only ln 1990 that Russian depu· 
ties launched an evacuation pro
gramme beyond the 30-mUe 
exclusion zone. 

A 16 bUUon rouble emergency pro
gramme was announced, Including a 
further evacuation of up to 200,000 
people, better protection against 
contaminated foodstuffs, improved 
medical aid and clearer Information. 

"Hot spots" of dangerously high 
radioactivity are sttll scattered over 
massive tracts of land ln the three 
republics. Because no immediate ac· 
tlon was taken to decontaminate 
these areas, some are now more pol· 
luted than the exclusion zone round 
the reactor. 

In February this year, the Uk· 
ranlan parliament revised their 
contamination ftgures. If this was 
implemented, up to two mnuon 
people would have to move. 

Even for the existing plans, the 
practicalities are hard enough. The 
social stabWty achieved by keeping 
small communities together means 
dupllcating an entire village on 
another site. 

An additional problem ls that 
some people don't want to move. 
About 1,000 (mostly elderlY) people 
have actually moved back into the 
danger zone round Chemobyl. 

One attraction Is that people living 
on contaminated land get extra wa
ges and other supports. These are 
bleakly nicknamed "eomn supple
ments". The Ukran1an authorities 
have tried to force the Issue by with· 
drawing privileges from those who 
refuse to move. 

Privately, complex judgments are 
also being made about the relative 
costs or evacuation plans. The conft
dential minutes of a special seminar 
organised by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency ln Kiev last 
autumn for Ukranlan pollticlans and 
omcials revealed a grtm trade-off be· 
tween relocation and roubles. The 
numbers of people to be relocated 
were crudely balanced against varl· 
ous criteria, Including figures !or 
cancers avoided, the psychological 
effect or moving- and the cost. 

In the end, lack of resources are 
likelY to be the determlnlng factor. 
The Moscow authorities have al· 
ready lndlcated that they will only 
ftnanclally support evacuations from 
highly contaminated areas. 

Last November, an historic agree
ment was signed between the 
Ukranlan Mlnlstry of Power and the 
Danish Folkeeenter for Renewable 
Energy. It commits the envlronmen· 
tally conscious Danes to lnstalllng 
three medium-sbled Wind turbines ln 
the republle tbls summer, Three 
la.rger turbines will follow next year. 
If all goes well, 100 such generators 
could eventually be bunt. 

It ts unlikely that such a venture 
would even have been considered by 
the Ukranlans If the Chemobyl dlsas· 
ter had not happened. Quite apart 
from the health and environmental 
effects, the sheer monetary cost of 
Chemobyl has provided a powerful 
argument against further nuclear 
development. 

* CRISP IN AUBREY is the author of 
MeUdown: The Collapse of the Nu
clear Dream (published yesterday by 
ColUns and Brown). 
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URGENT APPEAL TO STREET/GLAST 
ONBURY MEMBERS 

Can anyone offer accommodation 
for Sergei Nikitin, one of the 
Russians travelling with the 
Chernobyl Children's Art exhib
ition? Dates needed are 7th-15th 
June, ideally within close 
proximity of Street town centre. 
Please contact Danielle (0278 
422632). 

LEVEL TWO AT HINKLEY 

An incident at Hinkley B station 
on May 2nd was the most serious 
since a new International Nuclear 
Event Scale was introduced last 
year. It registered Level 2 on 
the scale, indicating an incident 
likely to lead to "revaluation of 
safety provisions". 

Staff discovered that a valve had 
been mistakenly shut, cutting off 
the supply of gas to turbines 
which generate emergency power if 
the main cooling system fails. A 
Nuclear Electric spokesman was 
quoted in the Somerset County 
Gazette saying "there was the 
potential for a serious 
incident." 

•rAKE THE HEAT OFF .• . • UPDATE 

Good comments come in about 20 
and Philips energy saving bulbs. 
Chalk Line Energy is recommended 
for bulk orders (see previous 
issues for address or contact 
SHE). 

Savaplug, mentioned last issue, 
is available from GB Electrics, 
Highbridge (0278 784237) for £20. 
For solar hot water heating 
systems, try Sheerwater Services 
of Glastonbury (0458 47259). Very 
efficient and much less expensive 
than others, says one SHE member. 

Keep sending in your tips and 
recommendations please. More next 
time! 

SIIE, Hockpitt Fara, Nether Stowey, 
Dridgwater, Soaerset TA5 lEX 
0278 732921 (Crispin Aubrey) 
0278 422632 (Danielle Grunberg) 

page 4 

powERFUL PROTEST 

76-year-old SHE supporter Olive 
Markham has written from 
Hartfield in East Sussex about 
her refusal to pay the percentage 
of her electricity bill which 
comes from nuciear power. "My 
electricity was finally cut off 
for two months," she writes, "but 
many sympathisers insisted on 
paying £1 to the electricity 
board towards my bill and 
demanding a receipt!" Her story 
has now been made into a TV film 
called "Small Change" , sponsored 
by the Body Shop, for probable 
transmission in September. 

RAOIATIQN I HEALTH CQNEERENCE
BRISTOL JUNE 22-23 

There's still time to book a 
place at the 7th Standing Confer
ence on Low Level Radiation and 
Health, which takes place in 
Bristol over the weekend June 22-
23 . Speakers include Dr.Ali ce 
Stewart, John Stather (NRPB), 
Zhores Medvedev, Patrick Green 
and Martyn Day; subjects covered 
range from Chernobyl to decomm
isioning to the new international 
radiation limits. Excellent value 
at £20for individuals (£10 
concessions). Details from 7th 
Conference, Bristol City Council, 
Brunel House, St. George's Road, 
Bristol BS1 5UY or phone 0272 
223347. 

SCRAP SIZEWELL B CAMPAIGN 

This is the title of a new 
campaign to stop completion of 
the Sizewell B PWR on the Suffolk 
coast. A leaflet and other 
details are available from The 
Old Vicarage , Yoxford , Suffolk, 
IP17 3EP (072 877327). 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
"A Harrisburg, Pennsylvania man 
has had his hair sculpted into a 
replica of the Three Mile Island 
nuclear plant . ~t.r:&.Y.'t:-~-
features a silE~~-flhg-~dWe7g·· ., 
tr~e branches {!)t~d/~t,nLtl-·1 g["~ :-
ha 1 r and a sma 1 a&t.r-1'8-"'(SOW.r:. 

(Guardian May ~ ~·91 ) "'..,w.l I a 9 t' 
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