
CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED OVER 
HINKLEY WASTE BURNING 

-

Somerset Green Party has launched a campaign 
against the transport of radioactive waste from the 
closed Trawsfynydd power station in Wales for 
burning at the Hinkley Point incinerator. Official 
authorisation to start transporting the waste, agreed 
by Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Pollution, will 
come into effect on December 11 . 

The fear is that this initial influx of waste -
supposed to be limited to 20 lorries in a year - is 
only the beginning of Hinkley Point becoming a 
national incineration site for low level waste. 

Over the next ten years or so, a number of the 
older Magnox stations, including Hinkley Point A, 
are due to close, creating fresh quantities of waste. 
It is increasingly expensive to transport this material 
to the only national dump for low level waste - at 
Drigg in Cumbria. Drigg is also filling up, and a 
specific limit is set on the quantity of waste which 
can be sent there resulting fro01 decommissioning. 

The waste involved includes hats, overalls, gloves, 
filters and other equipment which has become 
radioactively contaminated inside the power station. 
The Trawsfynydd waste also includes contaminated 
oil. Burning this type of waste in an incinerator 
reduces its volume substantially, and leaves only the 
ash to be disposed of at Drigg. 
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commercially, but threatens to increase emissions 
released into the atmosphere over Somerset. A 
separate application to increase the levels of 
radiation emitted from the incineration chimney has 
already been filed by Nuclear Electric, but left 
pending. One suggested reason for this is that the 
company does not want further controversy over 
waste incineration to cloud its plans to privatise the 
newer power stations .. including Hinkley B. It's also 
thought to be the commercial pressures of 
privatisation which have encouraged the company 
to start looking for new business for the incinerator. 

The Green Party has organised a public meeting in 
Bridgwater Town Hall on the evening of December 
11 to draw attention to the dangers of this new 
nuclear waste trade. SHE is giving its support. See 
below for details. 

Speakers at the meeting will include Richard 
Bramhall, who campaigned for the closure of 
Trawsfynydd power station, and Dr. Chris Busby, 
author of a new book, "Wings of Death", which 
explains his theory about the coincidence between 
areas of high rainfall (and therefore fallout), such as 
Wales, and a high incidence of certain cancers. Dr. 
Busby adds weight to the argument that even low 
levels of radiation, such as those emitted from the 
Hinkley incinerator, are much more dangerous to 
human health than mainstream scientists are 
prepared to accept. 

Green Party representatives will also be delivering a 
letter of protest to Nuclear Electric management at 
the gates of Hinkley Point on the morning of the 
meeting. 

Public Meeting on "The Wings ofDeath"* and the plans to make Hinkley "B" a 
national waste incineration centre 

Date: Monday 11th December at 7.30 pm 

Place: Bridgwater Town Hall, High Street, Bridgwater (bar refres' - ·-,.-,_ - ;]·· ., 
~ ~~~ 

' 
Further Details: Jim Duff~, Somerset Green Party coordinator (0 ·l78 42ijJ'~) k r J 
*New book about research mto the dangers oflow level radiation I p aitiud ~~ 
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PRIVATISATION PLANS DOGGED 
BY PROBLEMS AND CRITICS 

Privatisation of the AGR nuclear stations and 
Sizewell B - due to take place next summer under 
the banner of British Energy - is hitting increasing 
problems and criticisms. 

Among the issues which have come to the surface 
recently are: 

• The revelation that the public purse will still 
have to pay for the cost of a serious nuclear 
accident, even when the company is in private 
ownership. This will continue the existing 
arrangement by which any insurance claim in 
excess of£ 140 million for an accident has to be 
paid for out of public funds. 

• A recent report from COLA, the locaJ 
authorities consortium, concludes that the 
retention of the Magnox stations in the public 
sector will leave a bill of over £15 billion in 
waste. reprocessing and decommissioning 
liabilities for taxpayers to pick up. It 
recommends a clearly segregated fund with a 
substantial initial balance in order to cope with 
these costs. It also points out that the privatised 
part of the industry is likely to have a ne~ative 
asset value to a potential investor, and will 
therefore have to be "shoe-homed" into private 
bands by covert state subsidies. 

• Following the recent sudden death of John 
Collier, boss of Nuclear Electric and scheduled 
to be deputy head of the new private company, 
there is reported to be in-fighting about bow the 
top jobs are reshuffled. Collier's death- at the 
age of 60 from pancreatic cancer - will al~ have 
damaged the company's confidence, especially 
after the previous departure ofBrian George, 
who masterminded the construction of Sizewell 
B and clearly saw no chance of a further nuclear 
station following hard on its heels. 

There has also been criticism of the privatisation 
plans from within the industry. Last.mooth a. 
delegation of staff members from Hinkley Pomt 
joined a lobby of parliament by nuclear power 
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workers objecting to the split up. Hinkley trade 
union representative Roger Lavers told the press 
that "privatisation of other public utilities has 
resulted in significant job losses. There is a very real 
concern among staff that a similar result would 
follow a privatisation of nuclear power." 

According to one recent report, job cuts in the last 
few years have already reduced the workforce at 
Hinkley Point from over 1300 at the end of 1992 to 
less than 1000 now. 

HINKLEY POINT NEWS 

A BlUER PILL TO SWALLOW 

People living near Hinkley Point have been issued 
with their own supply of"iodine pills" - tablets of 
potassium iodate which have to be taken 
immediately after a nuclear leak or accident. This is 
the first time that householders have been given the 
pills to keep at borne. 

If taken straightaway the pills protect you from the 
effects of radioactive iodine, one of the likely 
components in the cocktail of radioactive el~me~ts 
which might be emitted from the power st.atlo~ 1f 
there was a serious accident. The non-rad1oact1ve 
iodine in the pills floods the thyroid gland, and in 
the process stops any radioactive iodine from 
concentrating there. In a sufficiently high dose, 
radioactive iodine can cause thyroid disorders, 
including cancer. There has been a noticeable 
increase in thyroid cancers round the area of the 
Chemobyl accident in the Ukraine, for instance. 

The decision to issue iodine pills to people living in 
particularly isolated houses or farms in the Wick 
and Stolford parishes near Hinkley Point was made 
by Somerset Health Authority, which has just taken 
over responsibility for this aspect of emergency 
planning. It bad previously been argued that 
individuals would mislay or abuse the pills. The 
shift has been made because it is now thought it 
would take too long for emergency workers to 
locate people in outlying areas. Supplies of pills are 
also now kept at three local centres - Stolford 
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primary school, by loc a.~ 
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