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PanelOKs
TMI hearing
on N-water

GPU Nuclear Corp. to "pr0ceed
expeditiously" with c1eanin.g up
the nuclear power plant.

At Issue was what GPU refer.!>
to as "Post-Defuellng Monitored
~torage." a proposal the company
mtroduced last December. GPU
officiafs have said the plan is to
remove .99.7 percent of the dam
aged fuel left behind in the wake
of the 1979 accident.

Unit 2 would then be closed
for an indefinite length of time 
panel members said It could be
anywhere from 20 to 60 years 
before the remaining contaminant
was removed and the area made
safe for unrestricted access.

The advisory panel's motion,
introduced by Joel Roth, said the
panel sees "no compelling rea
son" for the proposal, and that
the argument for it Is blurred by
uncertainty.

Gordon Tomb, a GPU Nuclear
Corp. spokesman, said last night
the efforts to remove fuel and
core debris at the plant are to be
completed next year, at which
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Efforts to put the failed Three
Mile Island Unit 2 In mothballs
indefinitely hit a roadblock last
night when a federal advisory
panel said unanswered questions
left It frustrated with the propos
al.

At a meeting of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission's Adviso
ry Panel for the Decontamination
of Unit 2. held last night at the
Holiday Inn Center City, the pan
el approved 8-2 a motion advising

By Tony Perry
Patriot-News

Plan to let
TMI alone
reiected
NRC panel asks
speedy cleanup

By Denlse Laffan
Patriot-News

A three-Judge panel has cleared the
way for a hearing on the pros and cons
of evaporating radioactive water at the
Three Mile Island nuclear power plant,
handing a minor victory to the environ
mentalists opposed to the plan.

The ruling
last Thursday
by the Atomic

. U.
censlng Board
will, In part,
provide a fo
rum on the
possible health
effects of
evaporating
the 2.3 million
gallons of ra
dioactive wa·
ter, said
Frances Skol

hance, Skolnick nick, Interve
nor for the Susquehanna Valley Alliance
and TMI Alert, two anti-nuclear groups.

"I'm really pleased about that," she
said. "Nobody has ever had a hearing on
health effects of TMI."

The JUdges rejected GPU Nuclear
Corp.'s request to dismiss the objections
raised by' SVA/TMIA and, in ! 92-page
ruling. stipulated which Issues would be
discussed at the hearing, to be held In
October or November.

The hearing will focus on whether
evaporation of the radioactive water,
much of which was generated by the
1979 accident at Unit 2, Is preferable to
letting It sit In tanks on the Island and
decay naturally.

Also, the two sides wlll argue how
much tritium, a radioactive element, is
in the water and the health Impact of
releasing tritium to the air through
evaporation.

"I am pleased and confident that
those issues which have been provided a
forum for discussion will show that
evaporation of the accident-generated.
water and the release of radioactive va
por inlo the air Is not In the best Inter
ests of the health and safety of the
population," Skolnlck said.
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NRC report tells of TMI rail mishap
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Unit 2 operator fired
for drug, alcohol use
Result of ll-day probe
By Denise Laffan
Patriot-News

Bedell said that, by the time the manager
made a call for help, the car had been stopped
by a natural incline. It had rolled about 60
yards.

Three Mile. Island Alert, an anti-nuclear
watchdog group, was qUick to criticize the
oversight.

"I wonder what would have happened if
the track was going down instead of up?"
asked TMIA spok~sman Eric Epstein.

Epstein cited three cases within the last
three years when the company has received
NRC notices of violation for improper trans
portation of· nuclear waste, including two
times when waste shipments were temporari
ly barred from waste sites.

"This is a clear illustration that GPU has a
programmatic problem safely transporting
nuclear waste," Epstein said.

By Denise Laffan
Patriot-News

A rail car carrying a cask of nuclear
debris from the core of Three Mile Island
Unit 2 lost its brakes and rolled a short
distance before gravity brought it to a halt.

The U.S.Nuclear Regulatory Commission
reported the incident at TMI in its most
recent status report on the Londonderry Twp.
plant, but did not indicate if it would issue a
notice of violation.

GPU Nuclear Corp. already has repri
manded two employees for failing to set the
hand brake and issued a procedure clarifica
tion reqUiring the hand brake to be set any
time an engineer leaves the train, said Doug
Bedell, company spokesman.

The cask was not damaged and did not
leak any radioactivity in the July 26 incident,
Bedell added. The casks are used to transport
the core debris from the Unit 2 accident to an
Idaho waste site.

The incident occurred when GPUN work..
ers were placing impact absorbers on the
ends of the fully loaded cask. Impact absorb
ers are the huge disks that are attached to
either end of the cask and give it the appear
ance of a barbell.

The crew was interrupted by a sudden
electrical storm while attaching the second
disk with a crane, Bedell said. Regulations
forbid crane operations dUring an electrical
storm, he added.

The crew left the rail car, which was
hooked up to an engine on which the air
brake was set but the hand brake was not.

"They had determined they would be
back after the rain," Bedell said.

About one hour later, the crew returned
but it was 8till raifting. A «eeisiGii· was Jl'ftlft
to put off completing the job until the next
day.

Within I~ hours of being set, the air
brake bled off to the point where it released
and the rail car began to roll, Bedell said.
About the time it started to drift, a manager
was driving on a nearby road and noticed the
unmanned train moving.
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A..Three Mile Island control
room operator, who tested posi
ijyejw; drua am' al<:QbQI use was
fired yesterday after an II-day
investigation:

GPU Nuclear Corp. reported
that medical tests showed the li
censed operator, who was not
identified, had been drinking and
taking drugs either before he re
ported to work or while he was
at work. The company refused to
identify the drugs taken.

No details about the employ
ee, who was suspended without
pay Aug. 18, were released be
cause personnel matters are kept

confidential, said Gordon Tomb,
GPU Nuclear spokesman.

ORH NUdA?; IlP'i'ij' LAill' 'bitr
employees from reporting to
work under the influence of alco
hol or drugs. However, those
who have tested positive are not
always fired.

In June 1987, eight employees
were suspended without pay for
30 days after they tested positive
for drug use. Two other employ
ees, including a contracted work
er, were fired after refusing to
cooperate with the investigation,
and a third resigned.

GPU cited in violation of fire rules
By Denlse Laffan
Patriot-News

The Nuclear Regulatory Com
mission has issued a notice of
violation against GPU Nuclear
Corp. and expressed concern that
the quality of Three Mile Island's
fire-protection program has
dropped.

In the notice issued earlier
this month, the NRC requests
that GPU not only correct specif
ic flaws in its fire-protection pro
gram for TMI Unit 2, but review
the entire program.

"We are concerned that there
has been a degradation in overall
control of your fire-protection
program." said Lee H. Bettenhau
sen, an NRC chief in the Division
of Reactor Projects, in a letter to
GPU. "We request that you re
view your fire-protection pro
gram implementation and provide

the results of that review and any
corrective actions that you plan."

The notice of violation is rat
ed Level 4 on a scale of 1 to 5,
with I being the most severe vio
lation. No fine is levied with a
Level 4 violation.

The violation notices came af
ter two fires in the Unit 2 reactor
building last February.

A~cording to a GPU news re
lease, one fire occurred when
sparks from a welder's torch ig
nited rags, a plastic bucket and a
hose inside a room used for tool
decontamination. The second oc
curred five days later when
sparks from a welder's torch ig
nited a canvas curtain.

The NRC noted four deficien
cies in the handling of those fires:

- The work area was not
clear of combustible material.

- In the first fire, "High Ef
ficiency Particulate Absolute"

duct work was not appropriately
covered.

- A fire extinguisher failed
to operate because it was empty
for the first fire. GPU said a
worker extinguished the fire on
his own.

- In the second fire, an "In
appropriate carbon dioxide extin
guisher" was used. GPU said an
extinguisher from outside the
room was used after the one in
side failed due to a damaged acti
vation pin.

GPU has until June 4 to re
spond to the violation notice and
present the NRC with a review
of its fire-prot~ction ~ystem.

Eric Epstem, spokesman for
the anti-nuclear group TMI Alert,
said the violations are another in
dication of the company's "slop
piness and inattention to detail."

GPU spokesman Gordon
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Tomb said the company acknowl
edges there were deficiencies and
has instituted reforms, inclUding
monthly inspections by a fire
protection engineer and twice
monthly inspections by a indus
trial safety inspector. The compa
ny also has fire-training session
for employees, Tomb said.

This notice marks the second
NRC citation GPU Nuclear has
received this year regarding its
fire-protection program. In Feb
ruary, the NRC cited the compa
ny for failing to institute a roving
fire watch when the Halon Sys
tem for the cable and transformer
rooms became inoperable.

Regulations say a roving
watch should be established
within an hour of system failure,
but the NRC said five days
elapsed without a watch being
established.
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TMI pledges plan to mothball
reactor

mite l!Jalriol·jNfWS, Harrisburg. Pa.. Friday. June 24. 1988

.GPU asks support
for sealing Unit 2
Lebanon board skeptical

Associated Press

WASHINGTON - Three Mile
Island officials told the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission yester
day that they are preparing their
most detailed plan yet on how
they propose to mothball the con
taminated Unit 2 reactor next
year. .

The plan "Is basically a docu
ment that will explain in consid·
erable detail what we will be
doing to bring the plant to safe
and stable storage." TMI spokes
man Doug Bedell said in a tele
phone interview after the meet
ing.

Michael Masnlk. an official
with the NRC's Office of Nuclear
Reactor Regulation who attended
the meeting between TMI manag
ers and the commission staff. said
the document was to be submit
ted in the next few months.

Masnik said it would provide
the most comprehensive look yet
at plant conditions when the
cleanup is over next year and the
plant is placed in storage indefi
Ditely.

Masnik and Bedell said it re
mained uncertain whether the
NRC would hold public hearings
OD the shutdown plan, which is
called "Post·Defueling Monitored
Storage."

Bedell said there was "no in
dication that hearings will be
necessary."

But Eric Epstein of Three Mile
Island Alert said in a telephone
interview that the citizens' group
was considering intervening be
cause it believed the reactor may
be mothballed before the cleanup
is finished.

He said the group was both
ered by reports that relatively
high levels of contamination
would remain in the reactor
building basement during the es
timated 20 years of storage.

"In our minds the cleanup
isn't finished. We say finish it
now wbile you have the econom
ic resources and workers at hand.
don't wait 20 years from now,"
Epstein said.

He noted a committee of citi
zens, scientists and elected offi·
cials that advises the NRC on the
cleanup is scheduled to meet on
the storage plan in Harrisburg on
July 14. The group is headed by
Arthur Morris, the mayor of Lan
caster.

In December 1986. TMI offi
cials announced their plan to put
Unit 2 into "safe, stable and se
cure" storage after most of the
damaged nuclear fuel and loose
radioactive components from the
1979 accident were removed. It is
unclear what would happen to
the plant after the storage phase
ended some 20 vears later.

By Garry Lenton
Lebanon Bureau

LEBANON - Representatives
of GPU Nuclear Inc. yesterday
asked Lebanon County commis
sioners to support the company's
bid for permission to seal the
damaged Three Mile Island Unit 2
plant until It is dismantled around
the year 2030.

GPU 'has asked the U.S. Nu
clear RegUlatory Commission for
permission to seal the plant and
monitor it for the next 30 to 40
years, a process known as "post
defuellng monitored storage."

"We'd like to ask you to let
the NRC know that you would
support moving to the PDMS
phase," said Lisa Robinson,
GPU's public affairs representa
tive. "Getting to this phase en
ables us ..••to put the accident
and the cleanup behind us."

GPU has been meeting with
officials of communities within a
IQ-mile radius of Three Mile Is

'land, asking for a show of sup
port, she said. So far, company
representatives have met with
Dauphin and Lancaster County
officials and Mlddletown Borough
Council, she said.

All three Lebanon County
commissioners said they wanted
more time to study the Issue.

"What are our choices?"
asked Commissioner Phlllp H.
Feather, who was a commissioner
when the 1979 accidentoccurred.

"I sat here 10 years ago when
they [Metropolitan Edison Co. of
ficials). came in here and said
they had everything under con
.trol," Feather said. "I'm a little
bit skeptical anytime GPU asks
me to support something."

Robinson said the cleanup at
Unit 2 will be compieted next
year. At that point, she said, the
company wants to shut the plant
dOWn. It does not want the facill
ty "decommlssloned," or disman
tled, however, until Unit 1 Is de
commissioned.

If the NRC approves GPU's
request for PDMS status, the
plant will be monitored by a staff
of SO Into the 21st century, Rob
In5'On said.

Opponents of PDMS have
urged that Unit 2 be dismantled
Immediately after the cleanup is
completed. Roblnson said the
company opposes Immediate dis
mantling because it would be
more difficult to do while Unit 1
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"I sat here 10 years
ago when they came
in here and said they
had everything un
der control. I'm a lit
tle bit skeptical any
time GPU asks me to
support something."

- Phllip H. Feather
Lebanon commissioner

is operating.
The company also believes

early dismantling would expose
workers to unnecessary risk.

"The plant will be safe, stable
and secure" during the monitored
years, Robinson said.

Commissioner WllUam G.
Carpenter suggested that disman-

. tling the plant now would save
GPU money by eliminating the
expense of SO employees to moni
tor the dead facility for 40 years.

GPU is doing a cost study,
Robinson said.

Asked whether GPU had In
terest In restarting Unit 2, Robin
son said no. However, she did not
rule out the possibility that the
company could change its posi
tion.

"We have no plans to restart
Unit 2." she said, but "we can't
second-guess what the energy
needs of the future will be. There
may come a time when somebody
may want us to use Unit' 2 to
generate electricity."
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24 who helped falsify TMI tests
are eligible for Unit 1 jobs
By Peter KeUey/Washlngton Bureau
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Told of the NRC decision, Loulse Bradford of
Harrlsburg, who has fought the TMI management
In court since 1980, responded, "I'm just amazed •••
that they would have allOWed them unrestricted
access to safety positions,"

Bradford said In other cases of misconduct at
TMI the commissioners have blocked those Involved
from returning to operating the plant.

The NRC commissioners In their decision said
"given the time that has passed and the fact that
the leak rate surveillance testing Irregularities di
rectly flowed from management shortcomings In
training and procedures, there is no clear reason to
continue the restriction."

They cited "significant and substantial changes
In management and operating procedures" at GPU
Nuclear since the Unit 2 accident.

WASHINGTON - The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission has opened the door for 24 workers
who helped falsify coolant leak tests IQ years ago
at Three Mile Island's damaged Unit 2 reactor to
take jobs at the restarted Unit 1 reactor.

While weighing the safety of restarting Unit I,
the commissioners in 1985 banned 35 workers from
transferring to the operating unit as the cleanup of
Unit 2 wound down.

The commissioners voted 5-0 last week to partly
lift the ban, saying in an eight-page decision that
enough time has passed and "the Importance of the
leak-rate surveillance testing Issue has certainly
been driven home for those involved at TMI."

They said the ban stl1l applies to James R.
FIoyd, however, the preaccldent supervisor of oper-
ations at Unit 2 and the only one found guilty In
court of "material false statements" In faking leak
rate data.

The 24 workers who may now apply for trans
fers held jobs ranging from control room operators
to a company vice president, who was not Identi
fied. when Unit 2 overheated and released radiation
in March 1979.

Douglas Bedell, a spokesman for GPU Nuclear
Corp., which operates the Londonderry Twp. elec
trical generating plant, said 17 of the 24 already
have faced company disciplinary measures from
reprimands to loss of pay and possible promotions.

He said most remain on the payroll at Unit 2 or
elsewhere in the General Public Utilities system.

"The findings of the NRC are consistent with
the internal investigation we made," Bedell said.
"We plan to consider the future assignment of
people here on a case-by-case basis."

The commissioners left intact a separate ban
that prevents the rest of the original group of 35
from transferring to Unit I because they wer~ at
Unit 2 on July 9, 1987, when allegations were made
about sleeping on duty.

The NRC acted after 33 days of hearings pro.
duced more than 5.000 pages of testimony and a
hearing board's May 1987 decision that "culpable
neglect" was involved In tests of coolant leakage at
Unit 2.

The hearing board found that operators discard
ed more than half the leak-test results and manipu
lated or falsified the recorded results.

In its decision the board stated that nearly all
the operators misunderstood the leak rate technical
specifications and that their shift foremen shOWed
"remarkably unprofessional" conduct.
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Judge orders
TMI fund unit
to file report

A federal JUdge- has· ordered
the administrators of the Three
Mile Island Public Health Fund to
file a radiation-monitoring report
with the court within 15 days.

U.S. District judge Sylvia H.
Rambo also denied a contempt
motion filed last fall by local leg
islators and tw.o fonner Dauphin
County -commissioners against
the fund and its administrators.
The pUblic officials wanted the
court to find the administrators
guilty of contempt because they
failed to obey Rambo's earlier or
der directing them to file the
stu~y by Oct. 9.

In a three-page memorandum
attached to the order, Rambo
wrote that she had been advised
repeatedly by attorneys for the
fund that portions of the report,
.1il1mTed by Dr. Berfial'irFranke
of the Institute for Energy and
Environmental Research, were in
appropriate for publication.

Rambo wrote that David Ber
ger, in his capacity as liaison
counsel, was entitled to withhold
the report until it met with the
approval of the fund's experts. By
waiting to pUblish the report un
til it "exhibits a high degree of
quality," the pUblic is better
served, she wrote.

She said the situation was not
one in which fund personnel
were attempting to conceal the
report.

Agency freed from TMI-linked suit
By Tom Dochat
Patriot·News

The state Department of Health has been
dismissed from a defamation suit filed by a
Lake Placid, N.Y., couple over a 1985 news
conference on the health effects of the Three
Mile Island accident.

Dauphin County Judge Sebastian D. Nata
le agreed with the argument that the depart
ment is immune from the suit, which was
originally filed in Lancaster County by Nor
man and Marjorie Aamodt. The suit was
transferred to Dauphin County earlier this
year.

Remaining as defendants In the suit are
former Secretary of Health Dr. H. Arnold
Muller and two members of the department's

Division of Epidemiology and Research,
George K. Tokuhata and Edward Digon.

The Aamodts charge in the complaint that
they were defamed during a Sept. 5, 1985,
news conference at which health officials
discussed results of a cancer study conducted
in the aftermath of the TMI accident. Health
officials said the cancer rates were not out of
the ordinary in areas surrounding the Lon
donderry Twp. plant.

The news conference also criticized the
Aamodts for a study they conducted linking
the March 28, 1979, nuclear accident to a
higher-than-normal incidence of cancer in
some northern York County communities. hit
by a radioactive plume. State officials said
the Aamodts' study was flawed scientifically
and in methodology.
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The Aamodts said the news conference
held them up to ridicule and ruined their
reputations. Norman Aamodt is an engineer
who once worked with Bell Laboratories, and
his wife is a psychologist who also formerly
worked at Bell.

While Natale dismissed the health depart
ment from the suit, he denied a request from
the defendants to reject the Aamodts' claim
of invasion of privacy. His order also noted
that the defendants had preViously agreed to
withdraw their request to dismiss the Aa
modts' claim of defamation.

Spero T. Lappas, attorney for the Aa
modts, said a decision has not been made on
whether to appeal Natale's decision dismiss
ing the health department as a defendant.
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TMI anniversary
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To the Editor:
The vigil commemorating the

ninth anniversary of the Inci·
dent at Three Mile Island was
indeed small. My family's failure
to attend was based upon our
lnabjlll}l ~ p96JUoa ours~I"QQ, sg.

very close to the facility. Stand
ing at the gates with two young
children is simply impossible.

Though the horror of the inci
dent is repressed, it is not forgot.
ten.

Myra Werrin Sacks
New Cumberland, Pa.

manager 'as early as the faU of
1986, but that he conducted an
inadequate Investigation and did
not fully Inform his superiors of
the allegations.

Unit 2 was not In use during
the period.

Stier's further . Investigation
into management response to the
allegations revealed Inadequacies
ili management response to the
allegations that the shift supervl.
sor slept or was otherwise Inat
tentive to his duties. These Inade·
quacles led to Inaccurate or
distorted Information reported to
higher levels of TMI·2 and other
GPU Nuclear management and to
the NRC, Stier said.

GPUN report
faults TMI's
management

Management response to alle
gations that a shirt supervisor at
Three Mile Island Unit 2 had
been sleeping on the job con·
taJned "Inadequacies," according
to an InvesUgatlon.

An Investigative report com
missioned by GPU Nuclear Corp.,
owners of the plant, said manage
ment reacHOR to the allegations
led to Inaccurate or distorted in
formation being reported to
TMI-2 and GPU Nuclear officials
and to the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.

Results of the Investigation by
Edwln H. Stier. former director
of the New Jersey Division of
CrIminal Justice. were forwarded
to the commission recently.

In November, after an Investi
gation Into allegations against a
TMI-2 shift supervisor, Stler con
firmed that the Individual had, on
a number of occasions, slept or
been otherwise inattentive to his
job. Stier said In his November
report the pattern was "unique"
to the supervisor In Question.

GPU Nuclear dismissed the su
pervisor.

SUer's further Investigation
began in July 1987, after the alle·
gations were sent anonymously
to GPU Nuclear and to the com
mission. Stler found specific
cbarges from the Individual's
crew had been made to a TMI-2

~HHI , rHRe
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GPU Nuclear
•gets notice

of violation
GPU Nuclear Corp. has re·

celved a notice of violation for
shipping low-level radioactive
waste that was not ready for dls·
posal to South Carolina.

The U.s. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission this month Issued a
Level 4 violation. the next tQ low·
est of five categories.

Shipments were suspended for
about a month In December after
South Carolina officials dlscov·
ered the sludge had not pro!"erly
hardened and Instead was "moist
and puttylike." said Karl Abra·
ham, NRC spokesman.

The waste was sediment from
the basement sump of Three Mile
Island Unit 2's auxlllary building,
Ammonia gas, believed to have
been generated by organic mate
rlalln the waste, may have Inter·
fered with the solidification pro
cess, according to a GPUN
newsletter.

GPUN stated It Is venting the
waste containers before shipping
the waste to ensure that It has
solidified.

Abraham said the violation
notice did not carry a fine and
would not require a response be
cause the NRC is satisfied with
the company's response to the
problem.

In a separate Incident, the
NRC Issued a Level 4 notice of
violation to Unit I, citing five
Instances when work was not
done according to an approved
procedure.



GPU sees NRC nod
on disposal plan
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Sunday NfJwslMarshalJ Dussinger

Frances Skolnidr. works a 9-5 day on fMI matters.

Taking on TMI:
A woman fights
'hot' water plan
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THREE MILE ISLAND operator GPU
Nuclear Is gambling $800,000 that the Nu
clear Regulatory Commission will accept
Its proposal for disposing of 2.3 million
gallons of radioactive water left over from
the 1979 accident at Unit 2.

But as bets go, this is about as safe as
one can get. As a siik;§man for the feder
al agency DOlea, Its common for utilities
to make major expenditures for equipment
before the commission grants Its use. And
the reason they can do that with abandon
Is that the NRC so Tarely finds suHlclent
fault with the nuclear Industry It regulates
to say "no,"

The agency does. however. Invest a lot
of time and effort In the preteRse that It
takes an Independent and In-depth look at
the Issues before It prior to rendering a
well-considered decision In the public Inter
est. Indeed, If the sheer amount of time
spent In considering an Issue counted for
anything, then the NRC would rank among
the ail-time greats In prudence. diligence
and attention to detaU.

TMI

But the utilities know the score. Unlike
Yogi's famous dictum that "It Isn't over
until It's over," when a utlllty proposes
somethlng,to the NRC, It's over. It's Just a
matter of waiting for the NRC to shuffle
through the motions of 8uarding the pUb
lic's safety. Sometimes the bureaucratic
lethargy gets downright ridiculous. Consid
er that It has been nearly nine years since
the TMI accident and It may not be until
December before the commission actually
decides whether the water contaminated
by radioactivity as a result should be dis
posed of by evaporation.

WE DON"T CONSIDER ourselves tech
nically competent to jUdge whether evapo
ration Is a proper and acceptable method of
disposing of the water or not. But we are
sure of two things. One Is that It shouldn't
take forever for the NRC or any other
agency of government to make a decision.

This Is an Issue that should have been
resolved years ago. Second. there is some
thing basically wrong with a regulatory
system when It Is commonplace for those
that are regulated to assume - with justi
fication - that In the end the decision will
go their way to the point of gambling
substantial sums of money on a favorable
outcome.

Both of these features of NRC regula
tion are an affront to the pUblic, which has
a right to expect that the regulation of
something as Important as nuclear power Is
done In a fair and timely fashion. But what
confidence can the people have In a system
that takes years to make a decision yet Is
so predictably company-oriented that a
utility can anticipate a ruling In Its favor
and act accordingly? In our view. none at
all.
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NRC to look
at the threat
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Met-Ed may put end
to TMI cleanup fund

Complete Cleanup at TMI
Before Mothballing Reactor

mite 'atriot-News
Harrlsbura. 'a•• Thursday. March 18, 1988

Attorneys seek prior
review of perioCJical
on TMI of truck bombs

-LANCASTER, PA., NEW ERA- FRIDAY, JULYU, 1988

What Will AssureTMI
Cleanup in 30 Years?
Local Officials Doubt Future Generations
Win Want to Pay Bill

Suit settled for $1.25 lllillion;
TMI to help with bills of poor

7

Utile 'atriot·News,
lIarrisb1r1, 'I., ied1lesday, IIIJ 21, 1981

tuuban 'atriot·News, Harrlsburl, Pa.• Sunday. March 20,1988

Law firms seeli
•compensatIon

from TMI case
GPU units
to refund
millions
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ANote From The Editor. • •
Printing and mailing costs for "Island Updates" are currently being

paid for by funding from the THE THI LEGAL FUND. This funding has been
offered for all issues of "Island Updates" through l~Rfi.

Friends and readers are encouraged to continue to support our work. If
you find "Island Updates" to be informative. useful, or just downright awe
inspiring. let us know with a note and a contribution.

Back issues
cents per issue.
contribution. or

of "Island Updates" are now available at a cost of only SO
Use the cut-out form below to order back issues. to send a

to put a friend on the mailing list.

"tl:::- >111e Island Alert,

Dan Welliver
Editor, "Island Updates"

QIl}r iJatriot.NtWll, Mwris/llfl. Pi... ~lurd"..lu/J 23, 1lSl

TMI operators issued notice in worker's fall
By Denise Laffan
Patriot·News

The operators of Three Mile
Island nuclear power plant have
been cited for leaving an opening
on: a work platform through.
wbJch a worker accidentally
stepped into radioactive water.

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission recently Issued the
notice of violation against GPU
Nuclear Corp. for failing la en·
sure that a worker could not fall
through an unguarded opening.
Tlie violation was a Level 4,
which is the second least severe

and involves no fine.
. On May 23, a member of the

defueling team in Unit 2 stepped
backward and fell partway into
the reactor vessel.

The worker, an employee of
Catalytic Inc., a Unit 2 contrac
tor, was immersed up to his
knees iD the radioactive water,
and receive<! a dose that was far
below federal limits, according to
a GPUN spokesman. The worker,
who wore protective clothing. re·
ceived ,minor bruises and under
went decontamination for the ex·
posure.

NRC rules require an person-

nel to be "tied off" when work·
Ing adjacent to any unguarded
opening over the reactor vessel.

At the time of the Incident,
GPUN reported that the worker
had disconnected his safety har
ness to replace a tool and then
inadvertently stepped backward.
He was pulled back onto the
work platform by co-workers.

The NRC citation ordered the
company to reply within 30 days
with details on what corrective
steps it has taken or plans to
take.

The NRC also cited GPUN for

failing to adequately evaluate
what kind of radiation hazard
would be caused by a cleanup
procedure.

This Level 4 citation was is·
sued after an April 4 incident in
which a highly contaminated
block wall in the basement of the
reactor building was being
cleaned.

The procedure involved grind
ing away the surface of the wail,
but no assessment was made of
the effect the process would have
on the level of airborne activity
in the building.
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I WILL HELP TO COVER THE COSTS OF PUBLISHING ISLAND UPDATES !

Name/Organization. _

Address, Zip _

Amount of my contribution _ (Suggestion: $5.00 for 12 months)

Make check payable to: Three Mile Island Alert
315 Peffer Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102

Please send me the following back issues (at 50 cents per iss~~'
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