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TMI Waste Water Issue "Heats Up" - On February 26, the NRC Advisory Panel held 
the second of three meetings concerning disposal of contaminated cleanup water 
from TMI Unit 2. The Panel wants to gauge the public's reaction to GPU's plan 
to evaporate the water before meeting with the Commissioners to give recommen
dations. GPU favors evaporating the 2.1 million gallons of radioactive water 
contaminated with strontium, cesium, and tritium (an element that bonds with 
water and cannot be removed). If GPU's plan is approved by the NRC, the con
taminated water will be steadily dispersed to the environment as radioactive 
steam in a slow-boil evaporation process that will take two to three years to 
complete. The residue left at the bottom of the evaporator will be packged as 
low-level waste and shipped to Hanford or another low level radwaste site.

The NRC staff is expected to endorse GPU's evaporation proposal. The utility 
has already received approval from the Department of Energy for additional 
disposal space needed for the residue. The NRC just may rubber-stamp the 
utility's proposal when the Commissioners meet in April.

As usual, several major considerations have not been addressed: (1) There may 
be additional elements in the water for which the NRC has not tested or is 
ignoring as "below regulatory concern;" (2) A meteorological study was not 
done to determine which areas would receive the most exposure; (3) Psychol
ogical stress has not been considered; (4) There are no plans for additional 
monitoring by the NRC, DER or EPA, and; (5)Tf approved, a precedent would be 
set for GPU to evaporate additional wastes.

Please do not be complaisant about this issue. The Advisory Panel will re
flect our views to the Commissioners. Originally, the Panel had planned to 
have only one meeting on the disposal issue. Because of public dissatisfac
tion with the NRC an GPU's plans, the Panel asked the NRC for additional time 
to adequately study the matter before they address the Commissioners.

COME TO THE NEXT ADVISORY PANEL MEETING, TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR 6 PM AT THE 
HOLIDAY INN, 2ND AND CHESTNUTS STREETS, HARRISBURG, ON MARCH 25. (TMIA will 
send notices if the place or time are changed.) TMIA and the Susquehanna 
Valley Alliance are inviting experts to testify and will raise questions about 
the safety of GPU's proposed evaporation process. Let us know how you feel 
about the disposal issue so TMIA can adequately reflect the members' views. 
Please attend the March 25 meeting. Remember, we didn't make the mess, we've 
suffered from it long enough, and we don't want to be dumped on again.

by Vera Stuchinski

TMI Alert's 10th Anniversary Celebration Slated - Though you'll find details 
elsewhere in this newsletter, mark your calendar right this minute and make 
your reservations for TMI Alert's 10th Anniversary celebration on March 26. 
It's a perfect time to be reunited with folks you've met and marched with in 
the eight years since the accident. Put the announcement on the refrigerator 
door, send in your reservation, and be there.
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NRC Denies Petition on It’s Failure to Establish Training Requirements - The 
NRC has rejected TMIA's argument that the agency has not met requirements for 
training nuclear power plant operators.

This summer TMIA joined Public Citizen as a co-plaintiff in an action against 
the NRC. The case focused on the NRC's failure to comply with provisions of 
the 1982 Waste Policy Act, which directs the agency to "develop and implement 
guidelines for training programs for nuclear power operators and other workers 
at nuclear facilities." The suit alleged the NRC turned this responsibility 
over to the industry's Institute for Nuclear Power Operations (INPO). INPO's 
program was behind schedule and the quality of the program was in question. 
In addition, INPO's records were incaccessible to the public. On February 2, 
1987, The Federal Register announced the NRC denied the petition and "...be
lieves that the industry's efforts to date have been productive. NRC has in
creased confidence in the industry's training process...."

by Eric Epstein

NRC Considering Changes in Evacuation Plan Rules - Two initiatives launched by 
the nuclear industry to reduce the Emergency Planning Zones (EPZ) around nu
clear power plants are under consideration by the NRC. The owners of Seabrook 
are asking the NRC to shrink their EPZ down to just one mile. Closer to home, 
Baltimore Gas and Electric wants their EPZ scaled down from ten to two miles.

Even more alarming is a recent proposal by the NRC staff to allow nuclear 
power plants to operate where state and local governments refuse to partici
pate or sanction the emergency planning process. The proposed rule change is 
designed to expedite the stalled licensing process at Shoreham and Seabrook. 
As the rule now stands, a utility must demonstrate that "adequate protective 
measures can and will be taken" during an accident. The rule change would 
grant utilities a great deal of flexibility since they would only have to dem
onstrate that they have taken "reasonable" and "feasible" actions to compen
sate for a lack of state and/or local plans.

It is extremely important that we contact elected officials, especially Gov. 
Bob Casey and Lt. Gov. Mark Singel, and urge them to oppose the NRC's proposed 
rule change on evacuation pla’nnin-gr. Rather than being reduced, EPZs should be 
expanded from the current ten-miles to include populations within at least 20 
miles of a nuclear plant for "high risk" areas. Currently Harrisburg, York, 
and Lancaster are without evacuation plans.

Write to: Governor Robert P. Casey Lt. Governor Mark Singel
Main Capitol Building Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120 Harrisburg, PA 17120

Call TMIA for a copy of its comments submitted to the NRC on this issue.
by Eric Epstein

Full-Page Advertisement Urges TMI Shutdown - A full-page newspaper advertise
ment in local papers recently called for the shutdown of TMI Unit 1 and nine 
other Babcock & Wilcox design reactors, all of which have design flaws. Un
like other U.S. nuclear power plants, the B&W 10 use a unique "once-through" 
steam generator. A small change in the flow of feedwater through the genera
tor can rapidly lead to a large change in the temperature of the water that 
cools the reactor itself. A device called a pressurizer is supposed to insure 
that subsequent changes in pressure don't get out of hand. But in B&W reac
tors, according to NRC experts, the pressurizer is too small. As the tempera
ture soars, pressure builds inside the reactor vessel and an accident could be 
only moments away.

--conti nued--
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The ad, placed by the Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS), conveys this infor
mation and notes the NRC's failure to take corrective action. UCS has filed 
a "petition for relief" demanding that the NRC close all ten B&W plants and 
suspend operating licenses until the safety problems are corrected. The ad 
included forms for voicing concerns to U.S. Rep. George Gekas and Gov. Casey.

Thanks “Booth Tenders" - Thanks to the TMIA members who tended TMIA's table at 
"Community Days" at the Harrisburg East Mall on March 6 and 7. Thanks to Paul 
Lujanic, Cathie Musser, Charles Leising, Cherie Friedrich, Kay Pickering, Vera 
Stuchinski, Eric Epstein, Bill Cologie, Deb Fetterman, Pat Metzgar, Ron Blough 
and his son, Ruth Gentle and Dan Welliver.

TMIA Documents Drug Abuse in the Nuclear Industry - TMIA co-released a report 
with the Critical Mass Energy Project detailing widespread drug and alcohol 
abuse in the nuclear industry. The report, "Nuclear Power Going to Pot: Drug 
and Alcohol Abuse at Nuclear Power Plants," documented drug and alcohol inci
dents at almost every plant in the country, including four separate incidents 
at TMI. Among the most glaring developments:

o During construction of the Seabrook nuclear power plant in Seabrook, New 
Hampshire, 289 workers were fired for drug and alcohol abuse. Forty-four 
others were cited for drug and alcohol abuse.

o In 1986, an undercover operation by the North Carolina Bureau of Investiga
tion resulted in the arrest of eight Shearon Harris nuclear plant workers. 
However, a sheriff's deputy involved in the investigation testified tht he saw 
at least 100 persons using drugs and suspected over 100 others, although he 
was only on duty for one shift over a two-month period. He made his first 
drug purchase within an hour-and-a-half of his arrival on the site.

o In June 1985, an undercover drug investigation at the Diablo Canyon nuclear 
power plant resulted in the arrest of nine employees. The workers were charged 
withy felony sale of cocaine, marijuana and amphetamines.

o In February 1984, an individual was found ’unconscious in a lavatory outside 
one plant's radwaste building. Because of the physical evidence found near 
the individual, drug overdose was suspected and later confirmed by hospital 
tests. The individual, who denied drug use, was employed by a subcontractor 
engaged in placing thermal insulation on various safety-related and non-safety 
related piping.

o In September 1986, GPU suspended site access of two personnel--a senior 
reactor operator (SRO) and a shift clerk at the Oyster Creek plant. GPU in
formed the NRC, but did not indicate that one individual was an SRO.

New Bumper Stickers Available - A new supply of the "Shut Down TMI" bumper 
stickers, with the message in bright red on a yellow background, just arrived 
at the TMIA office. Order yours at $1.00 each, or order six for $5.00.

HELLO Zackery Behney! - Proud parents Nancy and Mike Behney announce the birth 
of Zackery on February 12th. He weighed 71b. llozs. and is doing very well.

Remember Chernobyl Concert Slated - On Sunday afternoon, April 26, Marcia 
Taylor of Bright Morning Star will perform in concert at the YWCA, 215 Market 
Street, Harrisburg. There's a 1:00 p.m. brunch and the concert is at 3:00. 
We'll have more details next month.

-CALENDAR-CALENDAR-CALENDAR-CALENDAR-CALENDAR-CALENDAR-CALENDAR-CALENDAR-

March 14, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. - Daylong workshop, Reassessing Nuclear Power, East 
Hartford, CT. Many speakers including TMIA's Jane Lee, Mary Osborn, Jeff 
Newman and Marvin Lewis. Call TMIA for more information.
March 25, 6 to 10 p.m. - TMI Advisory Panel to the NRC meets at the Holiday 

Inn, 2nd & Chestnut Streets, Harrisburg.
March 26, 6:30 p.m. - TMIA 10th Anniversary Celebration
March 27, 10 a.m. - TMIA Press Conference at the Capitol Rotunda
March 28 - Eight years since the accident at TMI Unit 2. SVA plans a pot-luck 

supper - Call 872-0803 for more information.
April 3 & 4 - RADON: Risks, Implications and Techonology, a workshop sponsored 
by the Susquehanna Valley Health Physics Assn., the American Medical Assn, and 
the EPA. $45 overall, $5 just Saturday. TMIA has additional information.



You are invited to

TMI Alert’s
10th Anniversary 

Celebration
Thursday, March 26, 1987

Spaghetti Dinner 6:30 P.M.

Program with Speakers 8:00 P.M.

Lakeside Lutheran Church - Fellowship Hall 

Green & Division Streets 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

-------------------------------------------------------- Here

Yes, I/we can attend the Spaghetti Dinner. Please reserve______  dinners.
I have enclosed a check in the amount of $_________ for _______  dinners (at
$8.00 each). Number of children under 8 attending ______  (children under 8
may attend free).

No, I/we cannot come, but here is my tax deductible donation 
to "TMI Legal Fund" and my donation "TMIA" to help with on-going 
office expenses $_____________ .

Name____________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________
Phone Number_________________________________________________________

Mail to: TMI Alert, 315 Peffer Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102 Phone: 233-7897


