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Public Comments November 3

Evaporation Hearings Begin Halloween
The Atomic Safety and Licensing Board has scheduled hearings to begin October 31 on 
GPU’s request to evaporate 2.3 million gallons of radioactive water at TMI. The hearings, 
which are scheduled to get underway at at the Lancaster County Courthouse, 50 N. Duke 
Street, Lancaster, includes three hours for public comment from 7 to 10 p.m. on Nov. 3.

The Licensing Board will meet from 7 to 10 p.m. on Nov. 3 in Courtroom A to receive limited 
appearance statements from members of the public. Those wanting to voice an opinion on 
GPU’s aim of boiling the water and allowing radioactive tritium into the environment will have 
an opportunity to state their views. TMIA will coordinate car pooling to the hearing (call 233- 
7897) and those unable to attend may send their comments directly to the TMIA office.

The hearing will be held from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Monday, October 31 in Courtroom A. It 
is scheduled to continue from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on November 1 -4 and November 8-10. 
On Monday, November 7, the hearing is scheduled from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Hearings on 
November 7, 9, and 10 will be held in the 6th floor hearing room at the Courthouse.

Citizens Within Ten Mile Radius Ask Dukakis Support
A group of Massachusetts and New Hampshire residents who live within ten miles of 

Seabrook nuclear power station—and who call themselves “Citizens Within the Ten Mile 
Radius”—have asked that members of TMIA support Michael Dukakis’ candidacy for the 
presidency. In a letter to TMIA they state:

“For the first time in the history of the nuclear power industry, we finally have a presidential candidate 
who understands and knows the NRC “up close and personal.”

“Two years ago, Michael Dukakis took on the Reagan Department of Energy, the NRC, and the 
powerful nuclear lobby. Mike Dukakis is the main reason why Seabrook Station is not on line today. He 
took a stand for the people of Massachusetts and New Hampshire, and he has not wavered from his 
convictions despite immense pressure from the nuclear lobby here and in Washington...

“We know Michael Dukakis well. We know of his deep concerns about nuclear power risks and nuclear 
waste. We know that he is committed to developing a safe, efficient and economical energy future for 
America.”

On the other hand...
“...we’ve had a big difference on the safe use of nuclear power for 

our energy base. I believe we must use clean, safe, nuclear power.” 
George Prescott Bush 
Debate #2, October 13, 1988
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U.S. Nuclear Industry Averages Six
Mishaps Per Day During 1987
Personnel error was involved in almost three-quarters of the approximately 3,000 mishaps 
which occurred at U.S. nuclear plants in 1987—an average of six per day. Of these, 
approximately 600 involved errors by licensed reactor operators. Further, the number of 
reported instances of drug and alcohol use among nuclear workers tripled during 1987, 
signaling the failure of the nuclear industry’s effort at self-regulation in this area.

The above are among the findings presented in a study released October 19 by Public Citizen 
and TMIA: Who’s At the Controls: A Critique of the Qualifications and Training of Nuclear 
Power Plant Workers. The study, based on two years of research, also showed that 73 
percent of licensed operators do not hold even a Bachelor’s degree—at some plants the 
number is over 90 percent—and only five reactor operators in the entire industry—that’s one- 
tenth of one percent—hold Doctorate degrees.

“Nuclear power is an exceedingly complex and dangerous technology that demands 
constant vigilance and necessitates that the highest standards be set for plant operators,” 
contends Kenneth Boley, an energy policy analyst for Public Citizen.

Operatortraining, qualifications and performance have been the source of controversy at TMI 
for years. “Ever since control room operator Harold Hartman revealed that operators 
systematically falsified leak rates at Unit-2 in violation of the operating license,” said TMIA 
spokesman Eric Epstein, “GPU has been plagued by a series of operator-related problems."

Epstein listed several operator-related problems at TMI including: the cheating scandal of 
1978-79; the $140,000 fine levied by the NRC for material false statements made by GPU 
in connection with the license certification of then TMI-2’s Supervisor of Operations who 
cheated on his license requalification exam in 1979; Met Ed’s guilty plea to one count and no 
contest plea to 11 counts in the leak rate falsification case (February, 1984); the firing of a 
Unit-2 shift supervisor for sleeping on the job (December, 1987); and the firing of a Unit-2 
operator for drinking and taking drugs (August, 1988).

W/io’sAftfieConfro/s?furtherdocumentsthattheU.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission has 
violated its legal obligation regarding workertraining. This includes the devopment of federal 
guidelines governing the minimum standards for worker training as mandated by Congress 
in the 1982 Nuclear Waste Policy Act. The study charges the NRC ignored this directive and 
instead in 1985 turned responsibility for most aspects of worker training over to an industry 
trade group, the Institute of Nuclear Power Operations (INPO). Since then, the NRC has 
failed to adequately review INPO’s program, which the study finds is lax and inadequate.

New Mexicans Fights High-Level Waste Dump
Residents of New Mexico are rallying against Department of Energy plans to locate the 
world’s first permanent high-level radioactive waste site there, 26 miles from Carlsbad and 
almost a half-mile beneath the state’s salt flats. Already the DoE has has dug tunnels 2,150 
feet into the salt beds, but no shipments can be accepted until Congress votes to withdraw 
the sixteen square miles of land around the proposed waste site from public use.

Please renew your membership, then give more to support TMIA activities
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New Mexico’s Congressional delegation is reporting more calls and letters in opposition to 
the “Land Withdrawal Bill” than any other issue. Debates have been held on the issue by the 
New Mexico League of Women Voters, rallies have been held in opposition, lawsuits have 
been filed to block the project, and Santa Fe’s School Board has acted to warn parents (with 
a mailing of more than 11,000 letters) of of the danger of radioactive contamination if an 
accident were to occur in the city’s streets involving a shipment of the plutonium 238.

Opponents of the project have asked that letters be sent to members of Congress opposing 
the Land Withdrawal bill.

Massachusetts Citizens Can Ban Nuclear Power Plants 
Having gathered 120,000 signatures, Massachusetts Citizens for Safe Energy have placed 
a question on the ballot forthe November 8 general election which, if passed, would require 
“no further generation of electric power by commercial nuclear power plants in the Common
wealth by means which result in the production of nuclear waste” after July 4, 1989.

"Yes" votes would keep the Pilgrim plant in Plymouth closed forever and result in the 
shutdown of the Yankee Rowe plant in western Massachusetts, but utility interests are 
spending $7 million on atelephone, direct mail and mass media blitz designed to scare voters 
into voting against the initiative. Safe energy advocates are trying to educate voters to the 
fact that the two plants only produce fourpercent of the state’s electricity—just 1 % with Pilgrim 
closed—in addition to the usual menacing facts about nuclear power generation.

An effort is also being made to highlight the alternatives available, including the interesting 
factthat the $500 million Boston Edison is spending to repair Pilgrim could furnish every office 
in Boston with energy-efficient lighting and save more power than Pilgrim produces at full 
capacity. Further, they point out that Boston Electric has rejected offers from 61 companies 
bidding to supply it with 1,848 megawatts of electricity by 1992 (twice the power of Pilgrim 
and Rowe) for as little as half the price through cogeneration, small hydroelectric dams and 
other renewable energy sources. Watch election night for Massachusetts results.

Radiation Health Effects More 
Serious than Previously Thought
A new study of Japanese bomb survivors by a joint U.S.-Japanese commission now raises 
the projected number of cancers, leading many to believe allowable radiation doses will 
become more restricted.

The study of Japanese bomb survivors has been the basis of radiation standards throughout 
the world. The new study, based on six years of documentation, projects a higher number 
of cancers than did the 1965 study by the Oak Ridge Laboratory. Funded by the Japanese 
Ministry of Health and the U.S. Department of Energy, the study tracked almost 94,000 
survivors of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings.

The new study shows that a radiation dose on the order of 260 person-rems will produce one 
fatal cancer in the exposed population. Currently, the U.S. National Academy of Sciences 
accepts a standard of 5,000 person-rems to effect a single fatal cancer, so as one might 
expect, the nuclear industry is challenging the new findings.

The International Commission on Radiological Protection stated at its September 1987 
meeting that it will not begin to review the new information until 1990. Not waiting forthat body 
to act, the British National Radiological Protection Board recommended in November that 
whole body radiation doses to workers be made three times more restrictive. If other national 
radiation bodies follow suit, the International Commission, long followed on these matters, 
may begin to lose its influence. The Commission, composed of and influenced by nuclear 
industry representatives, has based its radiation standards not only on the effects of radiation, 
but what is acceptable risk compared to other industries.

Vote November 8 Vote November 8 Vote November 8
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The 1989 Peace Calendar is now available at the TMIA office. The 18th edition, Carry It On, 
is an artistic celebration of people’s work for justice around the world. Price, only $8.95. They 
make stunning gifts for birthday, wedding, Christmas and Hanukkah.

"Top officials of the defunct Atomic Energy Commission said today that they were never 
informed of serious reactor accidents at the Savannah River Plant. They suggested the 
incidents had been kept secret by local managers because of national security concerns 
about publicizing America's problems producting atomic weapons." This is reprinted 
verbatim from an October 5, New York Times story about the recent revelation of a 1985 
memo which reported 30 accidents at government run nuclear reactors in the 1960s. The 
article says AEC Commissioners, the government's official promoters of nuclear power and 
nuclear weapons, were kept in the dark by local managers who feared the Soviet Union would 
learn about the severe problems the U.S. was experiencing in producing fuel for nuclear 
warheads. Right. And George Bush is an environmentalist.

Tenth Anniversary Planning is well underway and volunteers are needed. There will be an 
international conference in Harrisburg on March 17,18, & 19; a vigil on March 27; a pot-luck 
dinner and program on the 27th; a press conference on March 28; the marketing of 
commemorative tee-shirts and posters; literature to be developed and put together; and 
publicity to be generated. If you’re willing to help, phone 233-7897.

The newly constituted 
TMIA Planning Council 
consists of Chairperson 
Vera Stuchi nski; Treasurer 
Betsy Robinson; Office 
Volunteers Kay Pickering 
and Eric Epstein; attorney, 
Tom Bailey; Update editor 
Dan Welliver; Alert editor 
Bill Cologie; Cherie Fried
rich and Paul Lujanac.

A new bumper sticker NO 
EVAPORATION AT TMI 
is now available attheTMIA 
office. Send your dollar 
and we’ll send you a 
bumpersticker—red letter
ing & a yellow background.

" THe RRST WAS A RADIATION LEAK. THG 6K0NC> ONE WAS A SIT MOR&^OUS/"

New 10th Anniversary tee-shirts will be available for Christmas giving.

calendar--calendar--calendar-calendar--calendar--calendar--calendar

October 25 7:00 p.m. TMIA Planning Council Meeting, Harrisburg Friends 
Meeting House, 6th & Herr Streets

October 29 9:00 p.m. Halloween Costume Party, Rescue Fire Hall, 3701 
North 6th Street, Harrisburg

October 31 1:00 p.m. NRC hearing on evaporation begins, Lancaster 
County Court House

November 3 7-10:00 p.m. The public is invited to make limited appearance 
statements before the NRC Atomic Safety & Licensing Board, 
Lancaster County Court House

November 14 7:00 p.m. TMI 10th Year Commemorative Committee meets at 
Harrisburg Friends Meeting House. Everyone invited to help 
make plans. Phone 233-7897.


