
From GPU and the NRC to the People of Central Pennsylvania 
in Observance of the 10th Anniversary of the TMI Accident:

HAVE ANOTHER DOSE
Just about two weeks after the world observed the tenth anniversary of the TMI accident by 
focusing their attention on a notorious plant in the middle of the Susquehanna River and the 
people who live and work around it, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission gave GPU Nuclear the 
go ahead to boil off millions of gallons of radioactive water and release radioactive vapor into our 
environment. The statement of the Susquehanna Valley Alliance on the NRC action says it all:

The decision of the Commissioners to grant the amendment to GPUN to dispose of the water 
at TMI Unit 2 by boiling it and releasing the radioactive carry-over into the air, comes as no 
surprise to us. Their decision is in keeping with their uncaring attitude and disdain for the people 
of central Pennsylvania. They have steadfastly maintained this attitude since the 1979 
accident and during the subsequent cleanup. It is highly unlikely that the NRC would have 
voted in favor of abandoning a project which releases radioactive and non-radioactive 
contaminants unnecessarily into the air, when to do so would cause inconvenience to a nuclear 
power company.

In approving GPUN’s proposal, the NRC dismissed the arguments of intervenors who asked that 
the evaporation plan be abandoned and that a method be devised by which the radioactive 
wastes would be removed from the island and stored in a proper radioactive waste repository. 
Instead, the NRC adopted the GPUN proposal which had the blessing of the Atomic Safety and 
Licensing Board.

TMIA and SVA are continuing the battle to stop the evaporation of radioactive water by taking 
several actions. Intervenor Frances Skolnick has filed an appeal with the NRC Atomic Safety 
and Licensing Appeal Panel. TMIA is considering a court appeal and have until June 13, 1989 
(60 days from the ruling) in which to do so. Additionally, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
must issue a permit based on air pollution laws before the venting can take place and TMIA 
members are encouraged to urge Gov. Casey and Department of Environmental Resources 
Secretary Arthur A. Davis to not grant that permit. Please complete the enclosed postcards and 
mail them immediately. Use a 150 (fifteen cent) stamp. Also, phone the Governor’s Hotline, 1- 
800-932-0784, and voice your objections to the evaporation.

And if That Weren't Enough, Peach Bottom's Back On Line

Described as “an accident waiting to happen," the Philadelphia Electric Company’s (PECO) 
Peach Bottom nuclear power plant began to power up in late April after a three-zip vote on
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restart from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. The vote came on the heels of a visit to the 
plant by NRC Chairman Lando Zech who gave the plant and its management his blessing follow
ing a tour of the facility.

The Maryland Safe Energy Coalition, though disappointed with the restart vote, asked the Alert 
to extend the group’s thanks to all those from the midstate area who wrote letters and fought to 
keep the plant shut. MSEC had asked the NRC to implement an educational program within 75 
miles of the plant as to health protection measures needed upon the release of radioactivity; that 
a detectable odor be injected into radioactive releases; that real-time emissions monitoring be 
set in place; and that daily radiation levels be published in newspapers and sent to libraries 
within 35 miles of Peach Bottom.

While the NRC was pleased with "changes” in Peach Bottom’s management team, whistle 
blower W. Allan Young—who was fired from Peach Bottom after raising concerns about workers 
being exposed to high levels of radiation—said in an open letter to the NRC, that the same 
people who fired him and prevented his rehiring at the plant were still there. Young told WITF- 
TV, ‘They have idiots running that plant."

Court Orders NRC to Reconsider Safety

The U.S. Third Circuit Court of Appeals has ordered licensing hearings reopened for the Phila
delphia Electric Company’s (PECO) Limerick 1 nuclear power plant. The court said the NRC 
disregarded safety alternatives when it granted an operating license to the Limerick plant in 
1985.

Continued on next page

10th Anniversary Revisited

The whole world joined the people of central Pennsylvania in observing the tenth anniversary of 
the beginning of the TMI accident. Many of us had the opportunity to recall those thrilling days of 
yesteryear as we recounted that time for news media people from around the globe. For most 
though, it was a more private observance. But for all it served as a reminder of the dangers of 
nuclear power. It also reminded us of one of capitalism’s greatest shortcomings, the placing of 
private economic interests ahead of the public good, regardless of consequences. And it re
minded us once again of how the nuclear power industry and its cheerleaders in government can 
subvert the public will.

* I * *■

While the nuclear industry has its list of “lessons learned” from TMI (which for the most part it 
chooses to ignore), we too have learned lessons, but ours won’t be forgotten. We’re more 
skeptical than we were in the days before the accident, less trusting of the industry agents that 
populate the regulatory agencies at all levels of government. We’ve also learned to persevere. 
To keep up the fight despite the overwhelming odds, because even the rare victories (like 
LEA’s—Congratulations LEA!) would be nonexistent if we were to fold up our tents and go away.

Thanks to everyone who helped make the March 27 activities such a huge success. Eric, Kay 
and Vera once again did the lion’s share of the work. The weather was perfect as some 200 
people gathered at the TMI gate for the candlelight event that included speeches, songs, poetry 
and prayer. The banners and signs were extremely well done. The food at the banquet—thanks 
to the Concerned Mothers and Women and caterer Alan Hetrick of the Warm Springs Lodge— 
was delicious and devoured quickly.

The TMIA treasury funded the events and paid for all the media support efforts. We are now in 
need of $1500 so we can continue our office operations and outreach efforts. Please give a 
generous contribution and renew your membership. We need your support!

Please renew your membership, then give more to support TMIA activities

Name ______________________________  Phone __________________________

Address------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------- ZIP_______
Intervention Fund Contribution: □$10 □ $20 □ $50 ^$100 □ MORE (Checks in the amount of $50 
or more can be made payable to the TMI Legal Fund for tax deduction purposes.

Membership: ____ $15 Regular Members  $50 Sustaining Membership
____$25 Non-Profit Organization ____ $100 Patron 
____$5 Low Income/Student _____$200 Club Member 

____$5 Non-member newsletter subscription

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO TMIA, 315 Peffer Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102
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The decision was a huge victory for Limerick Ecology Action and the group’s volunteer legal 
counsel, Charles Elliott, who proved to the court that the NRC neglected the public safety and 
national environmental law in the original licensing process. All three members of the Appeals 
Court agreed with LEA’s position and labelled the NRC’s failure to consider safety design alter
natives in the Limerick license proceeding “an abuse of discretion.”

Prior to the ruling it had been NRC policy that their decision making under the provisions of the 
Atomic Energy Act precluded the application of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. 
Attorney Elliott, who donated an estimated $500,000 worth of legal work in the case, said the 
ruling means “the NRC can no longer violate the National Environmental Policy Act by refusing to 
consider safer reactor designs. There is now no excuse for PECO not to implement design 
changes to reduce accident risk.”

The decision may result in PECO adding $20 million worth of safety features to the Limerick 
plant. LEA’s victory sets an important precedent for safe energy groups all over the country. 
Their argument was supported by amicus briefs from the Union of Concerned Scientists and 
Gov. Robert P. Casey.

But the NRC Streamlines Licensing Procedure

The favorable Limerick ruling came down on the last day of February. On April 7 the NRC 
approved a drastic streamlining of its procedure for licensing nuclear power plants, a move 
Chairman Lando Zech says could cut in half the current 13 years it takes to build a new nuclear 
plant. The new rule restricts what may be litigated before a utility can use its provisional operat
ing license and places added obstacles before intervenors.

Three-Fourths of Reactors Have Not Completed TMI Action Plan

While the nuclear industry found the 10th Anniversary a time to reflect on “how well the system 
worked” and how the industry benefitted from the “TMI lessons learned,” it appears that three- 
quarters of the hardware and procedural modifications ordered for America’s nuclear plants 
remain unimplemented. The admission came in a March 17 response from NRC Chairman 
Lando Zech to questions posed by Rep. Edward Markey (D-Mass.).

Although Zech attempted to down play the Action Plan’s lack of completion—saying most of the 
items are not especially significant—the NRC’s top safety official, Thomas Murley, admitted to 
the Associated Press that several of the unfinished items do have safety significance and that he 
doesn’t understand why they haven’t been completed.

In all, 88 of the nation’s 112 licensed reactors have not completed all Action Plan requirements, 
including six of the eight Babcox & Wilcox reactors which are TMI twins. 25 of the plants began 
operations after the TMI accident, despite the fact that all TMI items were supposed to have 
been completed before licensing. In addition, several plants on the NRC’s “problem plants” list 
have either been allowed to restart, or will be allowed to restart, without completing Action Plan 
requirements (including Peach Bottom).

Implementation deadlines have passed at 22 
reactors without the utilities having informed the 
NRC about the implementation status. How
ever, the NRC has apparently taken no action 
against these utilities.

GPU Announces Austerity Program 
for Workers, Polish for Brass

In its annual report to stockholders, GPU tells of 
its efforts under its Expenditure Analysis Program 
(EAP), an austerity program initiated in 1986 to 
control costs and increase savings. The current 
year's plan calls for a substantial reduction of em
ployees by 1990 “in order to reduce costs while 
continuing to safely operate and meet customer 
needs reliably.” At the same time these savings 
are being implemented, the GPU Board of Direc
tors announced plans to compensate William 
Kuhns, former Chairman and CEO, “at a rate of 
not less than $500,000 per year” plus benefits. 
The new Chairman and CEO, Stanley Hoch, will 
receive a base salary of not less than $450,000 
plus benefits.

10th Anniversary Retrospective 
Available - Only $3.00

A beautifully put together book which pro
vides a chronology of TMI-related events 
over the decade since the accident is avail
able from TMIA for $3.00. The book, writ
ten by Joanne Doroshow, also provides in
formation on the psychological impact of 
the accident, emergency planning, Cher
nobyl, the Price-Anderson Act, the clean
up, Unit 1 restart, and a number of other 
nuclear power issues.
Lwould like to order____________...- ..
I booklet, "A Decade of Delay, Deceit and 
I Danger @ $3.00. Please include $1.00 
| postage for first copy and $.50 postage for 
| each additional copy. Enclosed $_______ .

I
| Name 

| Address 

I City
L

copies of the TMIA~j

I
I
I
I 
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I
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.State_____ Zip
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The News as GPU Sees It

If somehow you aren’t on GPU’s 
mailing list for your own copy of 
the TMI Community Report, 
you can get on the mailing list 
by writing them at PO Box 480, 
Middletown, PA 17057-0191. 
The Winter, 1989 edition fea
tured a front page quote from 
editor Ralph DeSantis that we’ll 
repeat here:

Communicating openly and 
honestly is a key to building 

integrity and trust.
Not “the” key, mind you, but “a” 
key. Perhaps Ralph will be 
sharing some other keys with us 
in future issues. One of our 
personal favorite quotes regard
ing communication:

Actions speak louder than 
words.

GPU named ‘Utility of the Year’ for 1988

General Public Utilities Corporation, the parent company of GPU Nuclear, has 
been named Electric Utility of the Year for 1988 by Electric Power and Light maga
zine, a national trade journal for the electric utility industry.

The selection was based on the company ’ s recovery from the TMI-2 accident, for 
strong operating and financial performance during 1987 and 1988, and for the man
ner in which it has restructured itself for future growth.

“Despite severe financial and 
operational difficulties, GPU’s three 
operating utilities maintained highly re
liable service and still held rates at rea
sonable, competitive levels,” the award 
stated.

In addition to GPU Nuclear, which 
operates nuclear generating stations at 
Three Mile Island and Oyster Creek, 
GPU is the parent company of three op-
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GPU is Electric Utility 
of the Year for 1988

And, while we know these pages previously reported on GPU being named “Utility of the Year," 
we thought we’d share a bit of the Community Report’s coverage (exactly as it appeared - the 
emphasis is their’s) just so you can see the level of accuracy. One final thing, they report that 
TMI’s “next outage is scheduled for January 1990.” While we have no access to their prediction 
equipment (crystal ball?) nor confidence in their ability to keep it up (so to speak), we suspect 
they meant to say their “next scheduled outage is January 1990.”

Siren Blast Startles York Countlans

Less than two weeks before the 10th Anniversary, TMI neighbors in York County were startled 
by an emergency siren that began sounding at 1120 at night and continued for 50 minutes. 
GPUN said the cause was faulty wiring in the siren. Manchester Township resident James 
Sutton told the Patriot-News that calls to 911’, and the broadcasts of local radio and TV stations 
provided no information as to why the siren was sounding at that hour. In a letter to the NRC he 
wrote: “Unless you were involved, you cannot realize the anxiety and concern for the health of 
your family while the siren was sounding, nor can you share my anger at not being able to find 
out what was happening.

‘Those 50 minutes seemed like hours to me, my family and our neighbors. Some of the neigh
bors began to pack up and leave the area. Even after the siren stopped we had no idea if there 
was a problem.” The NRC staff and GPUN will investigate.

Georgia Senator Proposes Support for Alternative Energy Sources

Remember the Carter Administration? There were solar panels on the White House roof. 
People could take tax deductions for energy conservation expenditures such as insulating their 
homes or adding storm windows. And, most importantly, their was federal support for research 
and development in the alternative energy area. Now another Georgian, Sen. Wyche Fowler, 
Jr., is looking to undo some of the damage of the Reagan years with his proposal for the Renew
able Energy and Energy Efficiency Technology Competitiveness Act of 1989. Sen. Fowler’s 
legislation would establish performance goals for federal renewable energy and energy efficiency 
research, minimize harm to the environment, open new business opportunities at home (with 
export possibilities), and decrease our reliance on foreign oil. The bill calls for stronger efforts in 
research, development, demonstration and commercialization of energy efficiency and renew
ables such as solar, photovoltaics, geothermal, wind and biomass.

CALENDAR CALENDAR CALENDAR CALENDAR CALENDAR
May 23,1989

July 16,1989
July 27,1989

(Tuesday) 7PM - TMIA Planning Council meets at the Harrisburg Friends 
Meeting House, 6th and Herr Sts., Hbg. All members invited to attend. 
(Sunday) - Picnic at Camp Reily - Mark your calendar.
(Thursday) 7-10PM - TMI Advisory Panel, Holiday Inn Town, 2nd & 
Chestnut Streets.


