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gallons of radioactive water. The ASLB decision was made public on January 22,1990.

TMIA and the Susquehanna Valley Alliance (SVA) have been represented by citizen 
intervenor Frances Skolnick of Lancaster. Frances has also filed appeals before the Third 
Circuit Court of Appeals and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources 
Environmental Hearing Board.

Skolnick was notified on February 1 that the Third Circuit has appointed a three judge panel 
to review the case in mid-March. The DER hearings will be held sometime in 1990. As we 
go to press, GPUN has filed to dismiss the issue of psychological stress.

The evaporation is scheduled to start sometime during the month of February. The 
evaporator has undergone several months of testing, but has not received final NRC 
approval.

The 2.3 million gallons of water has been used for cleanup activities and contains strontium- 
90, cesium-137, and tritium. The tritium cannot be extracted and will be released into the air. 
The evaporation will extract the strontium and cesium and leave them in a sludge-like 
substance.

Frances has done a fantastic job for TMIA and SVA. Tokens of your appreciation are most 
appropriate. Financial contributions have been appreciated. Any written communication 
sent to the TMIA office will be forwarded.

Report Shows No Safe Levels of Radiation

The National Academy of Sciences (NAS) has concluded that the risks of exposure to low 
levels of radiation are at least four times—and in some cases up to 14 times—greater than 
previously acknowledged by most radiation scientists. The long awaited BEIR-V report, 
released in late December, confirms the view long held by dissident scientists that there is 
no safe dose of radiation and that the risks of radiation exposure follow a linear model. This 
means that/the risks of contracting cancer or other health problems rises with the level of 
exposure, but there is no level below which risks drop off entirely.
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In 1980 the NAS' BEIR-III report had adopted a "linear quadratic" model which presumed 
low doses of radiation offered little to no risk. The BEIR-V report is based on more recent data 
about the amount of radiation released from the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, which was considerably less than previously believed, and on the fact that bomb 
survivors are developing cancers at much higher rates than projected by BEIR-III.

BEIR-V also concludes that normal background radiation poses a cancer risk up to 14 times 
higher than acknowledged in BEIR-III. According to the report, between 520 and 600 fatal 
cancers would be caused by lifetime exposure of 100,000 persons to 100 millirems annually— 
an average background dose. BEIR-III assumed that only 25 to 119 fatal cancers would 
develop.

The new study could throw a wrench into the NRC, EPA and nuclear industry's efforts to 
implement a "below regulatory concern" policy that would result in deregulation of some 
radioactive wastes and other radiation practices. The study's findings that background 
radiation poses a measurable risk and that there is no safe exposure level would appear to 
undercut the argument that some radioactive materials need no special confinement or 
regulatory control.

Senate Majority Leader George Mitchell cited the BEIR-V report in calling for the removal of 
an amendment from the Clean Air Act that would forbid states and localities from establish
ing stricter radiation emission standards that the federal government.

Clean Air Bill Pending in Senate

It hasn't been a lack of common sense that has kept American Congress from passing clean 
air legislation. Most members of the U.S. House and Senate know and understand the need 
for legislation to reduce smog, tighten motor vehicle emissions, put an end to acid rain, slow 
down the "greenhouse" effect and end the dumping of toxic substances in the atmosphere. 
But many of them have been under pressure from big oil, the big auto companies, the 
chemical industry, and utilities—all of whom would experience short-term economic harm 
were responsible legislation signed into law.

It is difficult for members of Congress to vote for legislation that will put people in their own 
districts out of work, or hurt industries that are major employers in their districts. But with 
80 percent of the American people telling pollsters they want a clean environment, while we 
can't outspend the special interests, we can out-work them and we must.

Write Senators Heinz and Specter (U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510) and tell them you 
support S. 1630 and want them to fight against efforts to weaken the bill.

GPU Says Last Fuel Removed from Reactor

If what the Patriot says is accurate (have they ever been wrong?) and if my mathematics and 
logic are where they were before the TMI accident, GPU completed the cleanup of fuel in the 
Unit 2 reactor and only left a ton of uranium behind! Here's what the Patriot said on Jan. 31:

Please renew your membership, then give more to support TMIA activities
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"About 150 tons of uranium fuel and various debris were removed during the defueling, 
(GPU Nuclear's Mary) Wells said. That included an estimated 99 percent of the 100 tons of 
uranium in the reactor at the time of the 1979 accident and partial meltdown."

If they recovered 99 percent of 100 tons, then they only missed a ton. The Patriot went on to 
say that Doug Bedell said the remaining uranium is in small pieces in inaccessible places and 
in the form of films on surfaces.

Stello Stalled

The chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee (Sam Nunn) and its ranking 
Republican member (Sen. John Warner) said in a joint statement on January 31 that no further 
action will be taken on Victor Stello's nomination as assistant secretary of energy until the 
committee receives more information on the NRC's on-going probe in the Roger Fortuna 
matter. Fortuna is the former NRC investigator who was the target of an NRC probe 
approved by Stello. It is widely believed that Stello was out to get Fortuna because of this 
tough investigations of nuclear power plants. If approved, Stello would oversee the cleanup 
and operation of the nation's nuclear weapons plants.

In hearings before the Committee late last year, committee members heard from Julian 
Greenspun, the former deputy chief of litigation at the Justice Department who told them 
that Stello "lied to me" during the Justice Departments, investigation of the TMI accident. 
According to Greenspun, Stello told him that power plant owners were not required to keep 
records of tests conducted on cooling pipes. Greenspun said he later learned that the records 
were required and were central to the Justice Department investigation.

Greenspun told the Committee: "Based on my extensive experience with the NRC, I can 
unequivocally state that I know of no other regulatory or investigatory agency where senior 
agency officials have taken as many bizarre and seemingly deliberate actions intended to 
hamper the investigation and prosecution of individuals and companies in the industry the 
agency regulates."

.»
Rep. Sam Gejdenson (D-Conn.) whose House Interior oversight committee in 1987 sharply 
criticized Stello's performance on several safety issues told the Committee: "Stello was 
consistently on the wrong side of every issue, all the time...He stifled independent inquiry 
and he was such a believer that he didn't have the temperament necessary to be a watchdog 
of the industry."

If you'd like to add your voice to the chorus of opposition to Mr. Stello, write to Pennsylva
nia's senators—John Heinz and Arlen Specter—and any or all of the below-listed members 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee. You can write all Senators in care of the U.S. 
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510.

Senate Armed Services Committee

Sam Nunn
J. James Exon
Carl Levin
Edward M. Kennedy
Jeff Bingaman
Alan J. Dixon
John Glenn

Albert Gore 
Timothy E. Wirth 
Richard C. Shelby 

Robert C. Byrd 
John Warner 

William S. Cohen
Pete Wilson

NEWS NOTES NEWS NOTES NEWS NOTES NEWS NOTES NEWS NOTES

The Philadelphia Inquirer reported January 21 that two companies hired by the Energy 
Department as independent investigators of environmental and safety conditions at nuclear 
weapons plants are on the payroll at the facilities they investigated. The Department says 
their investigators links to the weapons industry do not compromise their objectivity as 
judges of environmental and safety conditions at the plants. Some outside experts disagree.
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The TMIA Planning Council will meet Monday, February 19 at 7:15 p.m. at the Harrisburg 
Friends Meetinghouse, 6th and Herr Streets, Harrisburg. All members are invited to this 
open meeting where the following issues will be discussed:

• TMI 11th Anniversary plans;
• April 22 - Earth Day activities;
• Distribution of funds recently acquired from two foundations;
• Update on Unit 2 cleanup and evaporation of radioactive water; and,
• Citizen radiation monitoring.

If you would like to be involved with any of these issues but cannot attend the meeting, please 
phone chairperson Deb Baker (566-7466) or Kay Pickering at the TMIA office (233-7897).

The Harrisburg East Mail's Spring Community Fair scheduled for March 2 and 3 is an 
opportunity to distribute literature on TMI and nuclear power to shoppers. We are looking 
for volunteers to help with the table for two hour periods between 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. Call 
Deb Baker (566-7466) or Kay Pickering (233-7897).

Our chairperson writes: Joyce Corradi and I recently returned from a trip to Los Angeles 
where we participated on the game show "3rd Degree." The purpose of the game is to guess 
the relationship of the contestants. We, of course, were people from the Three Mile Island 
area. The show gave us an avenue to express our concerns of the accident, past, present and 
future. We expressed the people's feelings of the impact the accident had on our lives and 
the need to take a closer look at the safety of operating a nuclear power plant. An additional 
bonus for us was bringing back $750 in prize money which will be used to purchase monitors 
for the independent monitoring group operated by Debbie Davenport and myself. I will try 
to let you all know in the next newsletter when the show is to air, if time permits.

International Women's Day Celebration will be held on Saturday, March 3 from noon to 4 
p.m. at Strawberry Square in downtown Harrisburg, Events included: unsung heroines 
awards ceremony; musicians and dancers; women's art display; information booths and 
much, much more. Sponsored by the International Women's Day Coalition, 1990, Harris
burg, PA.

Just for the fun of it... Come one, come all to the Valentine Party and Record Blast!! Wednes
day, February 14,8 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. at the Midtown Tavern, 1101 N. 2nd Street, Harrisburg. 
Bring your favorite record or tapes. Enter the prestigious Valentine Couples Contest. Cover 
charge only $2 per person.
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APRIL 22

FEBRUARY 14 Valentine Party, 8PM Midtown Tavern, 1101 N. 2nd St. Harrisburg

FEBRUARY 19 7:15 PM, TMIA Planning Council Meeting. Open to the Member 
ship, Harrisburg Friends Meeting House, 6th & Herr Streets. See 
agenda items above.

MARCH 2 & 3 East Mall Community Fair. Volunteers Needed. See "News Notes"

MARCH 3 International Women's Day. Events Noon - 4PM, Strawberry Square

MARCH 28 11th Anniversary of the beginning of the TMI accident. Details to be 
announced.

Earth Day - Local activities scheduled for Fort Hunter Park.
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RADIATION ALERT! February 1, 1990

■ The U.S. Senate is taking away existing state and local rights 
to set clean air standards for radioactive air emissions!

■ The U.S. Senate is exempting thousands of radioactive polluters 
from Environmental Protection Agency standards.

■ The U.S. Senate is allowing higher risk levels from radiation 
than from any other air pollutants.

CONTACT YOUR U.S. SENATORS!
*now*

Capitol Switchboard Phone: 202-224-3121

The U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works Committee approved an 
amendment (by Senator Alan Simpson, R-WY) to the Clean Air Act Bill. The Simpson 
language was justified as a solution to the "problem of dual regulation" of some 
polluters by both the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC). The Committee was unaware that removing the EPA 
Clean Air Act control over NRC-licensed facilities (including nuclear reactors and 
uranium sites) would also remove state and local authority (existing under the Clean 
Air Act) and could adversely affect Superfund cleanups.

To restore state and local authority, retain EPA regulation and require radiation 
standards to be at least as protective as those for other "hazardous air pollutants," 
THE SIMPSON LANGUAGE MUST BE COMPLETELY REMOVED from the Clean 
Air Bill (S.1630). Adding express nonpreemption language (see next page) will prevent 
this threat from recurring in the future.

Senator John Glenn’s (D-OH) proposed Clean Air Bill amendments come very 
close to accomplishing these goals. But more active Senate support is urgently needed 
to strengthen and combine the Glenn Amendments into one that will completely 
remove the Simpson language and expressly prohibit preemption.

FAST ACTION NEEDED:

The Clean Air Bill is ON THE SENATE FLOOR NOW, so the Glenn 
Amendments can come up at any time. Call on both your U.S. Senators to:

1. VOTE FOR THE GLENN AMENDMENTS which remove the Simpson language
from, and add express nonpreemption language to, the Clean Air Bill (S.1630).

2. SPEAK, during the Senate floor debate, IN FAVOR OF AMENDMENTS that
retain state, local and EPA control over radioactive pollution.

3. COSPONSOR and STRENGTHEN THE GLENN AMENDMENTS to assure the
Simpson language is completely removed. We need active support.

Contact NIRS for more detailed information for yourself or your Senators. — >
-Nuclear information and Resource Service 1424 16th Street, N w Suite 601 Washington, D C 20036 (202) 328-0002



Let’s start the 1990’s with a WIN in Congress-

Senate Majority Leader George Mitchell (D-ME) devoted 50% of his "Additional 
Views" on the Clean Air Bill to criticism of the Simpson language. He wrote, "The 
effect of this change is to preempt States from establishing their own standards...I do 
not believe that States should be barred from adopting standards that they believe are 
needed to protect the public health."

In response to a Preemption Alert from the National Association of Attorneys General 
(NAAG), which has policies regarding "the need to preserve states’ authority to protect 
their environments without the fear of federal preemption," 21 State Attorneys General 
(AGs) wrote a letter to Senators Mitchell and Glenn urging removal of all the Simpson 
language from the Clean Air Act.

At least 2 state legislatures are scheduled to vote on resolutions to completely remove 
the Simpson language from the Clean Air Act and to add language that expressly 
prohibits preemption.

The National Association of Towns and Townships put out a legislative advisory and 
sent press releases to help alert the public, local governments and AGs to this threat to 
local rights. Parks Township, PA, one of NATaT’s members, has successfully established 
and defended local radiation standards stricter than the federal government.

The National Governors’ Association sent action alerts to every State Governor.

The League of Conservation Voters (LCV) is expected to make this vote one that 
affects Senators’ environmental ratings. LCV publishes these records at election time.

The National Clean Air Coalition, consisting of at least 25 national environmental, 
labor, religious and public health organizations, supports removal of the Simpson 
language from the Clean Air Act.

Despite this groundswell of support for completely removing the Simpson language, 
Senators have been painfully slow to respond. WAKE THEM UP TODAY!

Encourage BOTH your Senators to vote, cosponsor and make supportive floor 
statements to remove ALL the Simpson language from the Clean Air Act. Below is 
language which, if added to the Clean Air Act, would expressly prohibit future attempts 
at preemption:1. Delete Section 303. Senate S.1630 (p. 381, line 10 to p. 382, line 2.).2. Substitute for Section 303. S.1630 the following:

Notwithstanding any other provision of the Clean Air Act, or of any other law, the regulation by the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission of toxic, radioactive or other hazardous emissions shall not affect, 
modify or preclude the traditional authority of any state or political subdivision thereof to adopt or 
enforce any requirement respecting the control of such emissions.

Isn’t the Clean Air Act intended to clean the air? Simpson’s language not only 
legalizes increased radioactivity in air but it removes existing local and state authority to 
protect citizens!

Now take a deep breath and call the Senators! Thanks.
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FACTS ABOUT THE OWNERS AND OPERATORS OF 
PA’S LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE SITE - 

CHEM NUCLEAR

• Chem-Nuclear Systems, Inc. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Chemical Waste 
Management which is 81% owned by Waste Management Inc. In July of 1982, 
Chem-Nuclear was the object of an unfriendly take-over by Waste Management 
Inc. The bid for control of the company was accomplished despite a flurry of 
lawsuits regarding possible anti-trust violations and securities laws. Other 
charges stemmed from the offering of salary and compensation, by Waste 
Management Inc. to the Chairman of Chem-Nuclear Bruce Johnson, “vastly in 
excess of (his) present compensation,” after takeover.

• Chem Nuclear has operated a low-level waste facility in Barnwell, South 
Carolina since 1969. This site has been plagued by several problems including 
“package degradation (cardboard and metal drums), trench cover subsidence, 
and water infiltration.” In 1981 “radioactive tritium was detected at depths of 
21 meters. Tritium has also been detected above backround levels as far as 75 
meters southwest of the buried waste. Another radionuclide, cobalt-60, was also 
found to have migrated below trenches.”

• Chem Nuclear produces, markets and utilizes polyethylene high integrity 
containers for the disposal of classes B and C “low level” waste. The Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission determined (December, 1988) that these containers are 
not structurally stable. Apparently these “high integrity” containers “would 
buckle under a heavy earthen load. Further, the plastic would become brittle, a 
condition exacerbated by radiation. Consequently, without additional 
structural support, the plastic containers will fail. Thus, trench water would 
mix with the radioactive contents.” Chem Nuclear continues to use these 
containers at the Barnwell site.

• Chem Nuclear’s parent, Waste Management Inc. (WMI), has been convicted for 
“price fixing,” bribery, charged with insider trading, accumulated environ
mental fines in excess of $31 million through 1986, is subject to an antitrust 
investigation and corruption scandals, and has no environmental liability 
insurance for their toxic waste sites "at least 18 of which are leaking 
contaminants into local groundwater.” In addition, WMI has been fined 
$2,725,000 for price fixing in late 1987 and early 1988.

• During 1988, WMI consented to pay fines or penalties aggregating 
approximately $300,000 in 16 environmental proceedings in which waste 
treatment, storage or disposal facilities were involved . . . WMI is involved in 
similar proceedings which may result in an additional $400,000 in sanctions.

• The Environmental Protection Agency fined WMI $4.5 million for improper 
operations at its SE Chicago incinerator. The fine included: $2.25 million for 
allegedly letting PCB waste migrate into an adjacent low-income black 
community; $525,000 for burning PCBs when scrubbers weren’t working; and, 
$250,000 for failing to stop to burn PCBs when stack monitors failed. The 
remainder of the fine ($1.17 million) was for improper record keeping.
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