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Chem Nuclear Begins Siting Process
Chem Nuclear has scheduled meetings across the state to discuss the siting process for a low-level 
radioactive waste (LLRW) site. The meetings will provide opportunities for the public to raise issues 
and get involved in the siting process.

Regardless of where the waste site is located, transporting the wastes (which could include decom
missioning wastes from nuclear power plants) over Pennsylvania roadways is a serious concern. 
Leakage—and all the existing nuclear storage sites have had leakage problems, including Chem 
Nuclear's Barnwell, South Carolina facility—is another concern. In addition, DER is initially requir
ing a facility that can be operated for 30 years, even though some of the LLRW to be stored is radioac
tive for up to 500 years.

TMIA's Eric Epstein, who follows this issue closely, says that even though Pa.'s LLRW law is seen as 
one of the strictest in the nation, it contains many loopholes and "disquieting" provisions. "So long as 
Pa. generates a lion's share of the radioactive wastes, we'll be responsible for disposing nuclear waste 
from Maryland, Delaware, and West Virginia," he noted. For more information, call Eric at 233-7897.

Opposition to Evaporation Continues
In a letter to the editor of the Patriot-News published December 5, TMIA spokesperson Eric Epstein 
outlined a series of breakdowns, shutdowns, malfunctions, and safety violations in connection with 
GPU's vaporizing of radioactive wastes at TMI. The process, which vents the radioisotopes cesium, 
strontium, and tritium into the atmosphere, is expected to continue until early 1993. Epstein and Kay 
Pickering are the TMI volunteers who meet regularly with NRC officials, speak to student and com
munity groups, respond to news media queries, and respond to information requests from around 
the world on this and other TMI issues. A copy of Epstein's letter and a TMIA fact sheet on evapora
tion are available upon request from TMIA 233-7897.

Senate Stops Energy Policy Act
Safe energy forces scored a major victory derailing S.1220, the National Energy Policy Act, when its 
chief sponsor, Sen. Bennett Johnston (D-La.), withdrew the bill when he was unable to muster enough 
votes to stop a filibuster against the bill. In a conciliatory speech after the vote, Sen. Johnston tipped 
his hat to environmental groups—who opposed oil drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
and other provisions—for their effective mobilization of the public against the bill. The victory came 
without the support of Pennsylvania's Senators. Sen. Harris Wofford was on the campaign trail when 
the bill was considered and did not vote. Sen. Arlen Specter voted to cut off the filibuster and con
sider the bill, voting against environmentalist interests.
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Radiation Monitor Manufacturer Visits Area
Ken Tsuzuku, President of Tau Technical, a Japanese manufacturer of radiation monitoring equip
ment, recently visited the TMI area with his wife. Tau Technical, now an employee-owned firm, 
emerged victorious following an eight-year strike against industry giant Toshiba. Mr. Tsuzuku, who 
met with Eric Epstein, Deb Baker, and Mary Osborn, said his interest in nuclear-related issues dates 
back to when he was a three-year old at the time of the nuclear bombing of Nagasaki.

Opposition Growing to Cross-State Power Line
A proposed 268-mile power line across 14 counties is generating increasing opposition from people 
who live along the proposed route. State Rep. Bruce Smith and his wife Pat, who live within 200 feet 
of the proposed line, entered one of more than 200 complaints on file at the PUC. The Citizens' Action 
Group, a grassroots organization opposing the power line, has hired attorney and former PUC Chair
man Susan Shanaman to represent their interests. The line was proposed by Duquesne Power and 
(surprise, surprise) General Public Utilities. Recent studies of the electromagnetic fields created by 
such lines show a relationship between the magnetic fields and certain cancers. The Citizen's Clear
inghouse for Hazardous Wastes has an Electromagnetic Health Effects Fact Pack available for $2.00 to 
CCHW members. Write PO Box 6806, Falls Church, VA 22040 or call 703/237-CCHW (2249).

Is a Health Holocaust Occurring?
That's the question health researcher John W. Gofman, M.D. asked recently regarding all the abnor
malities, allergies, anemia, cancers, cataracts, hair loss, leukemia, liver and lung diseases, chromo
some damage, and a host of other problems being experienced in the wake of the Chernobyl accident. 
"To anyone who thinks that 'Chernobyl is a distant problem,"' Gofman writes, "we say, 'No. Cher
nobyl is a distant PLACE, but it is a problem extremely CLOSE to home.'" Gofman says what is 
happening over there is directly relevant to our problems here from radioactive waste dumps, con
tamination, nuclear activities, and other involuntary exposures. Meanwhile, in a story that will sound 
familiar to TMI survivors, a Washington Post article earlier this year about a United Nation's study 
began: "The first international review of the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear accident, released today, dis
missed reports that radiation from the burning reactor caused widespread illness and concluded that 
Soviet citizens complaining of ailments instead suffered from anxiety and stress."

Nuclear Industry Mounts Pro-Dump Campaign in Nevada
While polls show 74 percent of Nevadans oppose a high-level radioactive waste dump at Yucca 
Mountain, the nuclear industry has begun an $8.7 million campaign (roughly $8.00 per Nevadan) to 
cause "the collapse of the anti-nuclear forces as a majority in Nevada, both in number and political 
clout." The outline for the three-year campaign, to be financed by the nation's nuclear utilities 
through the Edison Electric Institute, was leaked to the Safe Energy Communication Council (SECC) 
by an industry insider critical of the effort. So far, it appears the industry effort is backfiring. Opinion 
polls show that of people who have seen the industry's pro-dump ads, 14.8 percent said they were 
more in favor of the dump while 32.1 percent said they were less supportive. Most of the rest said 
their opinion hadn't changed.

BRC Consensus Process Ends Before Beginning
The NRC's proposed Below Regulatory Concern (BRC) "consensus-building" process, the agency's 
last-ditch effort to salvage its controversial program, ended last month before a single meeting was 
held. Originally, the NRC proposed reaching a consensus with environmental groups on BRC. All the 
environmental groups contacted, however, refused to participate in any consensus-building process
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on BRC with the NRC. The NRC had hoped the National Resources Defense Council, seen in Wash
ington as a more moderate group, would agree to participate. They also refused, saying they would 
prefer to wait and see what Congress does with pending BRC proposals.

Did DER Pay $50,000 to Air Recycling PSAs?
There is a rumor circulating in Harrisburg that the Department of Environmental Resources paid 
$50,000 into the coffers of the Pennsylvania Association of Broadcasters in exchange for PAB arrang
ing for local broadcast television stations across Pennsylvania to carry DER's pro-recycling public 
service announcements. PAB reportedly arranged for the spots to be aired in commercial time worth 
many times the rumored payment. While DER may think it a bargain to spend your tax dollars to 
fatten the broadcasters' lobbying budget (buying what most assumed the broadcasters gave away), 
others seeking public service time for their worthy causes (presumably turned down in favor of the 
DER spots) may have justifiable concerns about the escalating cost of "free" public service time. Those 
seeking DER funds to sustain recycling programs may also have legitimate questions to raise.

Remember TMIA When Holiday Shopping
The 1992 Peace Calendar is again available from TMIA for a mere $10.00. TMIA also has blue and 
green cotton T-shirts on sale for $8.00. These great holiday gifts could be perfect for the social activist 
on your holiday gift list.

Sum Day 1992 Set
Rather than being planned as a one-day, one-shot event, Sun Day 1992 will focus national attention 
on renewable energy and energy efficient devices through an ongoing educational effort slated to get 
underway on Earth Day, April 22,1992. Sun Day sponsors will encourage, launch, and support ongo
ing educational, media, organizing and other activities before, during, and after April 22,1992. 
Nearly 300 citizen groups, businesses, and others have announced plans to sponsor Sun Day 1992: A 
Campaign for a Sustainable Energy Future. The organizations, which collectively represent more 
than ten million members, are calling for a national energy policy which reduces total energy use by 
ten percent and triples the current contribution of renewable energy technologies by the year 2010. 
Anyone interested in assisting with local Earth Day 1992 activities should contact Chris Magaro at 
Rainforest Action (233-3131). TMIA has participated in local Earth Day activities for the past two 
years.

Americans Want 
More Efficient Cars
In a May 1991 national poll, 65% of 
Americans favored increasing auto fuel 
economy standards (CAFE) from 28 to 33 
mpg by 1996. Only 27% believe

Efficiency Cuts CO2 Emissions
In the U.S., improved electrical efficiency can be up to 
seven times more cost-effective than new nuclear power in 
reducing carbon dioxide emissions from coal-fired power. 
Every $1,000 invested in nuclear power displaces two 
metric tons of CO2 emissions. Every $1,000 invested in 
efficiency displaces nearly 14 tons of CO2.

the current 28 mpg 
average is adequate.

Source: Environment Opinion Study, Inc.; Poll conducted by 
Market Strategies, Inc. and Frederick/Schneiders, Inc.

© Safe Energy Communication Council

Carbon Dioxide Displacement Potential

Source: Bill Keepin and Gregory Kats, “Comparative Analysis of Nuclear and Efficiency 
Abatement Strategies," Energy Policy, Dec. 1988
© Safe Energy Communication Council
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A Forum on Energy and Environmental Issues

One Stop Nuclear Licensing — 
One Step Backwards for Democracy 

by RALPH NADER and ERIC GLITZENSTEIN

(VPT) As demonstrated by the 
recent shutdown of the Yankee Rowe 
nuclear plant in Massachusetts, and 
the near-disaster at Nine Mi le Point in 
New York, the last thing that the fed
eral government should do is cut back 
on safeguards in the regulation of 
atomic energy.

But that is precisely what is being 
proposed in both the President's Na
tional Energy Strategy and another 
energy package crafted by Senators 
Bennett Johnston (D-La.) and Malcolm 
Wallop (R-Wyo.). These proposals, 
which will soon come up for a vote in 
the full Senate, would virtually wipe 
out the rights of citizens and local 
officials to have a meaningful role in 
the siting and licensing of new nuclear 
plants.

Ignoring polls that show that the 
vast majority of Americans oppose 
more nuclear construction, industry 
enthusiasts claim their legislation 
would merely "restore public confi
dence in the nuclear option," "reform 
the licensing system," and "stream
line the regulatory process." In real
ity, these bills would drastically cur
tail the public's right to raise signifi
cant safety and environmental issues 
before a utility may operate a reactor.

Because of the unique and poten
tially devastating risks of nuclear 
power, Congress has, for the past 
thirty-five years, required a two-stage 
licensing and hearing process. At the 
first stage, the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) must hear pub
lic concerns on whether a construc
tion permit should be issued. After 
construction — which may take a 
decade or more—the public is entitled 
to a second hearing on whether the 
plant, as actually constructed and in 
light of any intervening developments 
bearing on its safety, should operate.

Under the NES and Johnston- 
Wallop proposals, the public's right 

to voice concerns at the crucial pre
operation stage would largely be ex
tinguished. For example, persons liv
ing in the shadow of a plant would no 
longer have any right to be heard on:

(1) Developments that would 
complicate evacuation of the public 
in the event of a serious accident, such 
as the collapse of a bridge that was to 
have been used for evacuation — as 
occurred with the Calvert Cliffs plant 
in Maryland — or a substantial in
crease in the size of the population 
living in the immediate vicinity of the 
plant;

(2) New data which suggests that 
there is a higher risk of an earth
quake than previously recognized — 
as in the case of the Diablo Canyon 
plant in California;

(3) .Recent evidence of flaws in 
the design of the plant, including seri
ous accidents involving similarly de
signed plants — such as the loss of 
power at Nine Mile Point, which has 
the same design as a number of other 
plants; and

(4) Information regarding the 
sensitivity of the surrounding envi
ronment, such as studies indicating 
that water resources would be de
stroyed by nuclear operations — as 
has occurred with the Salem units in 
southern New Jersey.

The NES and Johnston-Wai lop 
proposals would also take away the 
public's fundamental right to seek 
judicial review of adverse NRC deci
sions. Even if the NRC ignored sig
nificant new information adverse to 
the safety of a plant about to go on 
line, the public would be unable to 
ask a court to overturn the 
Commission's decision.

Blocking access to the courts and 
denying the public the right to a 
hearing on critical safety issues is es
pecially reckless because past delays 
in licensing have been caused not by 

public participation, but by poor 
plant construction, inadequate train
ing of workers, and the failure of 
utilities to comply with NRC regula
tions. Moreover, the NRC already 
has ample authority to prevent the 
public from rehashing safety issues 
that were previously resolved by the 
Commission.

What is really at stake is the bed
rock principle of our democracy that 
people whose health and safety is 
threatened by governmental action 
— in this case, permission to operate 
a nuclear plant—should at least have 
a timely say on the matter. If resusci
tating the moribund nuclear indus
try requires abandonment of that 
fundamental principle to authoritar
ian expedience, then the price of 
nuclear power is the loss of our lib
erty, as well as our safety and envi
ronment.

Ralph Nader is the internationally 
known consumer advocate. Eric 
Glitzenstein is a public interest attor
ney. Both are based in Washington, 
D.C.
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tion Council

Letters should be addressed to 
VIEWPOINT, c/o SECC, 1717 
Massachusetts Ave. NW, Suite LL- 
215, Washington, D.C. 20036

VIEWPOINT provides the 
nation's press with expert opinion 
on timely energy and environ
mental issues. VIEWPOINT is a 
public service of the Safe Energy 
Communication Council, a non
profit organization working to 
provide factual and educational 
information on our country's en
ergy choices.
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